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STEFANO TO ADD DAY 1
Day 2 Saturday 4th April

Following a wet afternoon yesterday, and even more wet weather for those who came from
Calabria, we were watching the weather forecast carefully. We were delighted therefore to wake to
clear blue skies and sunshine, although sadly the clouds were already rolling in before we set out
for the day. Our planning paid off though, and although not sunny, our first stop at a roadside spot
had many of the group shedding layers as the day warmed up. There were many things to add to
our list here, and we exited the vehicles to the soundtrack of Woodlark and Corn Bunting singing
nearby.

The first orchids were found mere moments later, with Ophrys lutea and Ophrys sicula offering a
perfect side-by-side comparison and Ophrys lupercalis nearby. A little further on, a wonderful
specimen of the Sawfly Orchid, Ophrys tenthredinifera subsp. grandiflora (the only form which
occurs on the island) was found growing out of the wall with no fewer than 7 flowers in bloom. On
the other side of the road, meanwhile, Caroline had noted the Pink Butterfly Orchids, Anacamptis
papilionacea, but was more interested in the Ophrys exultata growing below. There were in fact
several of this species, but the one which caught her eye was taller than the rest, and Stefano
advised was probably a hybrid - more research would be required!

Despite the delights here, we were soon moving on in search of
more. A short drive onwards brought us to our main stop for the
morning at the Cavagrande di Cassibile. Here, we admired the
views into the impressive canyon while botanising along the
upper edge. Among the non-orchid finds were the pretty white
and yellow Linaria reflexa, carpets of pink Silene colorata and
Fedia graciliflora, blue Alkanna tinctoria and white
Cynoglossum cherifolium. The day was warming further as the
sun put in another appearance, and we saw our first butterflies
of the trip too, Orange-tip, Large White, Small White and lots of
Small Heaths. The orchids stole the show though. First, we
found Milky Orchid, Neotinea lactea and, having thought that
there may not be too many in good condition, we kept finding
more dotted through the vegetation!

Next, Stefano found some beautiful Ophrys bertolonii, and in
the same little area, there was also a good and accessible
specimen of Ophrys incubacea. We paused briefly here to
watch a pair of Ravens flying in synchrony overhead. Along
with several species which we had already seen that morning,
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we found more Ophrys bertolonii further on, plus a couple of Serapias parviflora with a single
specimen just in flower. Meanwhile, round the corner, Alice came across a big patch of Serapias
lingua in full flower and a Stonechat was spotted flitting from shrub to shrub.

We soon retraced our footsteps back towards the vehicles, where we paused briefly for a biscuit
before heading for a short walk in the opposite direction. Along the track here, we soon came
across Ophrys passionis var. garganica growing beneath the wall.

Taking a short detour into the undergrowth, Stefano led the group to an area nearby with Iris
pseduopumilla growing and the last few still in good flower, with one pale yellow individual looking
the best. On the way back, Roderick’s keen eye spotted an orchid we had all missed, the endemic
Ophrys biancae.

We enjoyed lunch here before driving to the coast to avoid the contents of the dark clouds that now
threatened overhead. Arriving in sunshine, it was clear we had made a good decision, and we
walked alongside some saltpans where we enjoyed good views of quite a number of Greater
Flamingos, a handful of Yellow-legged Gulls, a single Little Egret and three Common Terns
performing aerial acrobatics above the water. There were some nice flowers in the grass here too,
including the hemiparasitic Bellardia trixago, and the unusual-looking Tripodion tetraphyllum
growing along the edges of the path. Terry also spotted the first of several Speckled Wood
butterflies in their orangey southern form, while Celia found a Common Blue which posed
obligingly for photos.

At the end of the path, we had a fantastic view over the
city of Siracusa across the bay and were able to spot
Shelducks and a lone Great Crested Grebe fishing in
the sea. We also noted Matthiola incana flowering on
the rocks of the headland. We had a close encounter
with an Egyptian Grasshopper, which landed briefly on
Jenny’s binoculars when
startled, and got great
~ views of Sicilian Wall
Lizard on the way back to
“ ' ; the vehicles.

Our final stop of the day was only a short drive away on another
rocky headland where Celia spotted Aristolochia sempervirens
growing through Prasium majus beside the road as we approached
the path. We found a carpet of lovely plants on the clifftop. Filago
pygmaea was joined by Moraea sisyrinchium and Anthemis
secundiramea. We also came across a mating pair of Six-spot
Burnet moths, and on the way back, Sandy found a very fresh
Orobanche crenata on the other side of the road.

We headed back to the hotel for a well-earned rest and another
delicious meal after a rewarding and full day that had thankfully
stayed dry!

Day 3 Sunday 5th April

Today dawned bright and grew sunnier as we rose, so that by the time we departed after breakfast
there wasn’t a cloud in the sky. It stayed so all day, and we enjoyed the warmth and the wildlife it
brought with it enormously. Our first stop of the day was at a favourite roadside spot on the way to
Testa dellAcqua, where we were greeted by birdsong as we made our way into the meadow at the
base of a bank of limestone pavement that we would explore. The noisiest caller was Cetti's
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Warbler, as is often the case for this diminutive bird, but it was joined by busy Blue and Great Tits,
Blackbird, Blackcap and a host of others.

The meadow held its own delights, mostly floral, with several previously seen orchids, including
Oprhys incubacea, Ophrys lutea and a particularly fine specimen of Ophrys tenthredinifera, but
also one new species, the Mirror Orchid, Ophrys speculum. Orange-tips were fluttering through,
and we were soon heading uphill to explore further, with Liz making the next new discovery, a
single example of Ophrys oxyrrhynchos. A little further on, a Small Copper was spotted and just
beyond, Stefano found us some fine Ophrys passionis var. garganica growing in the shade of a
wall. Beyond it, Jerry spotted Ophrys oxyrrhynchos and Ophrys biancae side by side. We explored
a little further and noted Linum bienne and a Buzzard before turning back. Some of the group
climbed higher with Stefano and found the first Ophrys lunulata of the trip, while the others opted to
return downhill towards the bus and found a Red Admiral fluttering near the river, which was full of
Common Toad tadpoles.

Reunited, we moved on to another
roadside spot on a different road. Here
we were treated to yet more orchids and
a dark purple form of the Iris
pseudopumilla that we had seen
yesterday, again still in reasonable
condition. Among the orchids were
several new species for our list, including
Ophrys explanata, Ophrys calliantha and
Anacamptis longicornu. We were most
excited to find two hybrids however, the
first looking most likely to be between
Ophrys tenthredinifera and Ophrys
incubacea, known as Ophrys x
manfredoniae and the second more
clearly between Anacamptis longicornu
and Anacamptis papilionacea, known as Anacamptis x bornemanniae- both of them very beautiful.
We also enjoyed several sightings of Cleopatra butterflies here.

We drove on a short way
to find a more suitable
spot for lunch and ate
surrounded by Serin song
before moving on once
more to our main stop for
the afternoon, the ruins of
Noto Antica. This ancient
town was destroyed in
1693 by a huge

. earthquake, and ever
since, nature has been reclaiming the remains. Our first find once
inside the impressive walls was a large clump of Antirrhinum siculum,
wound through with Lathyrus clymenum on one side and Pisum
sativum on the other. Nearby was a lovely Orobanche crenata, and
Alice found several glossy green Mint Leaf Beetles among the
surrounding plants.

The tower area was closed for renovation work, so we continued on along the path until we came
to a junction. Here we split into two groups, with one joining Alice for the more scenic route along
the gorge edge and finding many lItalian and Sicilian Wall Lizards, a Clouded Yellow and several

Speckled Wood butterflies, plus Bellis sylvestris. The other group stayed with Stefano to continue
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along the main path where they found several of the orchids we had seen
earlier in the day and, at the point that the groups rejoined, a great many
Ophrys lunulata. On the return journey, we noted our first Green-underside
Blue and Roderick found another impressive hybrid orchid, the parents of
which we thought might be Ophrys lunulata and Ophrys tenthredinifera.

Our final stop of the day was only a short distance away, where we
explored another area of limestone pavement. This yielded Ophrys
biancae, Ophrys oxyrrhynchos and Ophrys calliantha all growing together,
as well as more Ophrys lunulata, Ophrys speculum and Ophrys lutea. Alice
pointed out the tiny Saxifraga tridactylites growing among the moss, and
Roderick found the first Orchis anthropophora of the week.

We returned to the hotel after another full day and met for what transpired to be a rather long list
meeting before a delicious Easter dinner. We were amazed at how much we had found in a few
short days.

Day 4 Monday 6th April

We enjoyed more good weather today as we set out in the opposite direction to previous mornings,
skirting the nearby town of Palazzolo Accreide and making our first stop on its outskirts. A
Chiffchaff was singing loudly on the bank above us, and we skirted Artemisia arborescens as we
enjoyed the first orchids of the day beside the road here. Ophrys speculum and Orchis italica were
joined by numerous Ophrys incubacea, including an impressive spike with 16 flowers! A Giant
Orchid, Himantoglossum robertianum, was just holding on to its final flower nearby, and up the
road a short way we found Serapias vomeracea and a single Anacamptis longicornu. We were off
to a good start!

Our next stop was near the hilltop town of Buscemi, where we walked down a track and into some
terraced meadows. Here we found several orchid species that we had seen already this week,
along with the pretty Erodium acuale, and a single specimen of Neotinea commutata, which Alice
found. Roderick also found another unusual Ophrys which Stefano believed to be a hybrid,
although we weren’t certain of the parentage - there was some debate over perhaps O. incubacea
or O. passionis var. garganica being involved... more research would be required! A Stonechat
proved easier to identify, as did Zitting Cisticola and Woodlark, which both sang unseen nearby,
and Small Heath and Clouded Yellow butterflies which passed through.

Continuing to climb, we stopped next at what turned out to be a very popular spot with the locals
for their Easter picnic. We joined the throng parking and then were quick to lose the crowd once we
entered the pine woods and veered off
the track to look at flowers. There
were masses of Anacamptis
longicornu and Neotinea lactea here,
and moving further along the edge of
the wood we found the first Ophrys
tenthredinifera of the day too. Orchids
really were the name of the game
here, and not many other flowers were
out yet. Nearby, Stefano found more
of the lovely hybrid Anacamptis x
bornemanniae that we had come
across yesterday in a slightly pinker
colour form; meanwhile, Alice found
Serapias lingua. We then came

across a beautiful pale form of the
Anacamptis longicornu and finally the
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first of several Orchis provincialis before moving deeper into
the woods. We were heading for a pond which usually holds a
few frogs. This year, after the recent wet weather, it was full,
both of water and of frogs! There were not only the expected
Pool Frog, but also two ltalian Tree Frogs and a brief glimpse
of a probable Grass Snake in the water too.

We moved on elsewhere
for lunch and were
rewarded with a spot entirely to ourselves, which would not
have been possible had we stayed in our usual spot. A
Cuckoo sang throughout and Chaffinches called from the
woods nearby. Having eaten, we wandered down the track
beside which we had parked, noting our first Ophrys
lupercalis and Ophrys bertolonii of the day. These were
followed by an extraordinary discovery by Caroline of a
hypochromatic Ophrys lutea, which was completely yellow
with no dark pigmentation on the labellum at all. A little
further down, we noted some Narrow-leaved Lupin growing
at the top of the bank and two nice butterfly species, Green-
underside Blue and the Nettle Tree, before retracing our
steps back uphill to the vehicles.

We had a brief pause to photograph in all its snowy glory on the way to our next stop at the very
top of Monte Lauro. Corn Bunting, Cirl Bunting and Meadow Pipits were calling here as we
gathered our gear to start exploring. The first flower was found barely through the ate one of
many Romulea bulbocodium. Bellis annua was growing among Y i 7
the grass here, and occasional starry Saxifraga carpetana her
subsp. graeca danced on the breeze on their long stalks. There
were lots more orchids here too, although almost all species we
had seen previously. There was a lovely dark pink form of
Neotinea lactea, and Alice found what we initially thought to be
Ophrys laurensis, although we would later establish that this
was sadly incorrect - further analysis would be needed for a
more certain ID. We also noted a Large Tortoiseshell here.

We soon moved on and made a series of brief roadside

stops on our way home, mostly of an incidental nature.

The first was for some beautiful clumps of yellow Iris
pseudopumilla.

~4¢ The next stop, while a little more planned, was not much
# longer, the highlights being the large red flowers of

Italian Sainfoin, Hedysarum coronarium, several trees of

Manna Ash and a large cluster of Yellow Asphodel with

an the first few flowers just bursting.

Ouir final three stops were again unplanned, along the side of a stretch of road which the leaders
hadn’t travelled before. The first was not looking promising after Stefano thought he saw something
interesting, which turned out not to be, but Roderick then spotted a new plant for the trip, a Mount
Etna Broom. The second was a colourful bank of Sulla glomerata, alongside the first flowering
examples of Pitch Trefoil and several bushes of Teucrium fruticans. The final stop was for a thick
patch of Orchis italica with tens of plants, maybe more, growing along the top of a wall and joined
by a few Ophrys incubacea, a single Ophrys exaltata and lots of Fedia gracilifora, along with
another new plant, Geranium tuberosum.
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We finally made our way back to the hotel after another day filled with orchids and other floral
delights and enjoyed yet another delicious evening meal before retiring for the evening.

Day 5 Tuesday 7th April

We set out in sunshine once more, heading
towards Ferla and pausing just outside
Palazzolo Accreide for more fabulous photo
opportunities with Etna. Even more of the
peak was visible this morning, and from our
vantage point, we could hear Quail calling in
the fields below.

We were
soon on
our way
again, and
it wasn’t
too far to
our main stop for the day, the Anapo valley where we parked up
to walk along the old railway line that runs along the bottom of
the gorge. We hadn’t gone very far at all when we were treated
to wonderful views of a very fresh Scarce Swallowtail, which
nectared obligingly on some Red Valerian beside the track and
allowed us all to take photos. Cetti’'s Warbler was a soundtrack
that led us through the morning alongside various others,
including Blackcap, Wren, Chiffchaff and Blackbird.

Cella spotted the flrst of several Nettle leaved Figwort plants, Scrophularia
peregrina, and there were some
lovely Ajuga orientalis flowering in

! the shade. Here and there, we found
some impressively large plants of
Milk Thistle, Silybum marianum, not
quite in flower yet and there was a
seemingly constant stream of
Orange-tip, Green-veined and Small
Whites butterflies. Further on, in a
small cutting, Alice pointed out Ruta
chalepensis in flower and beyond we had the first of many Cleopatras
nectaring and allowing photographs. Nearby, Stefano came across a
Neotinea commutata and not far beyond, it was Sandy’s turn to find a hybrid
orchid, this time Orchis x bivonae, the cross
between the Man and Naked Man orchid.

There were more Cistus creticus flowering here than we had seen
previously, and we found Small Blue and Wall Brown to add to the
butterfly tally, as well as quite a number of Egyptian Grasshoppers. We
made our way through a short tunnel, finding Cyclamen repandum
flowering on the other side and found this a good point for a snack
before turning around to head back. On the return journey, we added
Vicia narbonensis to the plant list.

We had our picnic lunch down by the river near where we had parked,
noting a huge number of Toad tadpoles and small fish in the water and
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listening to Firecrest and Moorhen while we ate. We also spotted Crag Martins overhead.

After lunch, we took a walk back up the road a short way to investigate a
patch of Man Orchids that Stefano had spotted on the way in this morning.
To say it was impressive is an understatement; there were maybe a couple
of hundred flower spikes in a thick carpet and interspersed with Orchis
italica, Anacamptis longicornu and Ophrys lupercalis - a true sight to
behold. On a nearby bank, Roderick found several more of the Orchis x
bivonae hybrid too. On the way down to the vehicles, Alice also spotted an
orchid which we had hoped to see in the gorge, but in greater numbers
than she or Stefano had seen before, Ophrys archimedea.

Having photographed this beautiful species, we
retraced our journey uphill in the vehicles and
headed towards the coast to a roadside meadow
with some old terraces above. The meadows were full of Glebionis
coronarium and Glebionis segetum, virtually inseparable when growing
together until you looked at the leaves. Among the tall grasses on the
terraces, we found a great many Ophrys lutea in perfect condition, as well
as quite a few Serapias vomeracea, a couple of Ophrys explanata,
Serapias lingua and Orchis italica. There were also some lovely Moraea
sisyrhynchium here, and we watched a Kestrel which Gerry spotted eating
its catch in the top of a tree. Not far away, a Cirl Bunting was singing from
the top of another, while Corn Buntings were seen in several others.

We explored another scrubby patch, finding Scabiosa atropurpurea flowering before returning to
base in good time to have a full list meeting before dinner.

Day 6 Wednesday 8th April

It was another sunny morning as we set out once more towards
Ferla. We pulled up at a stop just above the gorge where we had
walked yesterday, but as we arrived Stefano announced that he
would have to return to the hotel with George as their flight to Rome
had been cancelled and it was important to get a train organised as
soon as possible in order that they make their connections to get
home. Alice duly took the rest of the group round the site until they
returned, and finding orchids in the sunshine took our minds off the
situation unfolding. We noted a dozen species, all those which we
had found before, but with good specimens of Ophrys lunulata and
Neotinea commutata and large numbers of Ophrys lutea notable.
We also found quite a bit of Ferulage nodosa with its characteristic
nodes up the stem, and the first Yellow Asphodel in full flower.
There were a couple of Common Swallowtails on the wing, and we
had excellent views of Mount Etna too.

They both soon returned and had been successful in their quest, so
we moved on. Our next port of call was the visitor centre for Pantalica, where the facilities were
made use of, and we photographed the Serapias orientalis flowering in the picnic area. A little way
further on, we passed into the reserve proper and made our way to an area which was to be our
lunch spot. We had a short walk to the top of the ridge first, admiring the view from the ruins of a
Byzantine palace and noting a few more plants along the way, such as Silene gallica and
Asphodelus fistulosus. We had driven through a veritable forest of Giant Fennel flowers to reach
our parking spot and now had a fantastic view down on this too. There were Stonechats and Cirl
Buntings here, and a pair of Common Swallowtails chasing each other round our heads.
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After lunch, a few of the group chose to walk back to our next site
while we drove the vehicles around. Those who came with us took
a look at the nearby Necropolis with Alice while we waited for the
others to arrive. The effort required is quite something when you
consider it was carried out between the 13th and 7th century BC!
There were also lots of butterflies enjoying the floral carpet around
the car park area, and along with some familiar species like Small
Heath, Common Blue, Cleopatra and Clouded Yellow, we also
noted Brown Argus.

With everyone gathered, we
set off on a walk along the
top edge of the gorge, enjoying a fine view into the bottom
and some lovely plants, including Tree Spurge, Euphorbia
dendroides, and the yellow Ajuga chamaepitys. In the
entrance to some cave houses, we found the beautiful
Urtica pillulifera and alongside the path beyond, Pallenis
spinosa. It was soon time to retrace our steps and we
headed back through Ferla, stopping for ice cream on the
way back to the hotel.

Once back, we went for a walk into the
woods owned by the hotel. There was a
single Paeonia mascula subsp. russoi in
flower, and we found Ophrys incubacea
and Ophrys passionis var. garganica for
the first time today. We also noted Arabis
verna and, in the woods themselves,
masses of Cyclamen repandum. Alice
found a Large Tortoiseshell in a clearing
and Stefano came across an Orchis
italica. All in all, it was a lovely way to
round off the day, and we returned with
plenty of time to relax before dinner.

Day 7 Thursday 9th April

This morning we set out for the coastal reserve of Vendicari and spent another day in sunshine.
The first stop was in the bird hides overlooking the main lagoon from where we had great views of
the many Greater Flamingos, some Shelduck, a few Shoveler further out, a single Cormorant, a
Coot, a Grey Heron and a trio of Black-winged Stilts in a shallower pool nearer to the hide itself.
Cetti’'s Warbler and Zitting Cisticola would be our main auditory accompaniment for the day and we
caught glimpses of both throughout the morning.

¢ Crossing the boardwalk towards the beach, we were
~ having a discussion about the salt levels in the water

{ around us, having spotted a shoal of small fish, when a
large Pool Frog leapt from a stone support pillar and gave
us our answer: this must be fresh water! An Island Blue-
| tailed Damselfly was flying above the reeds here too.

On reaching the beach, the extent of the winter storms was
evident from the huge quantity of Posidonia oceanica

: washed up on the shore. We turned towards another
lagoon with a hide and found Sea Rocket and Sea Plantain alongside the path and Dune Tiger
Beetle scattering in our wake. We saw a Marsh Harrier flying over the reeds, but a flooded section
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of the path meant we had to turn back before reaching our destination, so we retraced our steps
and headed instead towards the Tuna Cannery.

Along the way, we spotted Green-underside Blue, lots of Sicilian Mortar Bees and a cluster of
Orobanche sanguinea growing on Lotus corniculatus. With views of the lagoon from a different
angle, we also spotted a Cattle Egret.

Further along, we found some new plants to add to our list, including
Sideritis romana and Erophaca boetica. Brown Argus was spotted
fluttering among Convolvulus altheoides and Bellardia trixago, while
Caroline spotted a small group of Ophrys, including Ophrys calliantha
and Ophrys biancae. Crested Larks were calling, and Goldfinches flew
overhead.

Round the corner, we found Limonium sinuatum with its white flowers in
purple calyxes and the pretty dark pink Centaurea sphaerocephala. We
stopped for a few minutes to watch an incredible spectacle out at sea -
there were a number of Yellow-legged Gulls circling a patch where the
water seemed to boil with small fish coming up from below, and every
now and then the water was broken by much larger predators, perhaps
Tuna coming up from beneath!

Tearing ourselves away, we found Lathyrus ochrus growing among Ephedra fragilis near the small
museum. From here, we had made a small loop at the end of our trail, and we made our way back
towards the vehicles at a leisurely pace, pausing now and then as something took our eye, or in
another case, to let a coach load of school children pass so they would leave us in peace!

Several Reed Warblers were singing from the reed beds as we crossed the boardwalk on the way
back, and we saw a pair of Speckled Wood butterflies near the entrance. Lunch beckoned though,
and we drove a short way to a spot in an almond orchard to have it.

Having eaten, we headed towards the southern end of the reserve for another walk. One of the first
plants we noticed was the yellow Parentucellia viscosa, looking rather like a yellow Bellardia.
Wandering on, we came across a lovely patch of Love-in-the-Mist, and Stefano pointed out a Tree
Frog calling nearby. Exploring off the path, we found wonderful drifts of Kidney Vetch along with a
couple of Serapias parviflora and both Allium roseum and Allium subhirsutum.

It was soon time to return to the vehicles once more, and we made one last stop in the quaint
coastal town of Marzamemi for refreshing drinks and traditional cannoli before returning to the
hotel. We had a final floral checklist before dinner, where we bade goodbye to George and Liz,
who would be leaving very early the next morning to catch the train to Rome in order to make their
onward flight home in time.

Day 8 Friday 10th April

When the group gathered for breakfast, George and Liz had already departed. Stefano arrived
shortly afterwards, having taken them to Syracuse to catch their train, and having eaten, it was the
turn of Sandy, Celia and Alice to part ways with the rest in order to head to the airport for their
outward flights to Sardinia and the UK respectively. The journey was pleasant, and they noted
White Storks nesting atop pylons near Catania as well as enjoying spectacular views of Etna,
which had been in thick cloud on their arrival.

STEFANO TO ADD FINAL SENTENCE ABOUT DAY 8?
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Systematic List Number1 Flora

Day 2 |13 |4
Pteridophyta

4 Asplenium ceterach Rustyback Fern v

7 Asplenium trichomanes Maidenhair

Spleenwort

1| Polypodium cambricum Southern Polypody

13| Pteridium aquilinum Bracken v
Pinaceae

14| Pinus halepensis Aleppo Pine VAR VAR V4

17| Pinus pinea Stone Pine v v
Cupressaceae

19| Cupressus sempervirens Italian Cypress

21| Juniperus macrocarpa Large-fruited Juniper
Ephedraceae

22 | Ephedra fragilis a joint pine
Acanthaceae

23| Acanthus mollis Bear’s Breech VAR VAR V4
Anacardiaceae

27 | Pistacia lentiscus Mastic Tree VAR VAR V4

28 | Pistachia terebinthus Terebinth v
Apiaceae

30| Bupleurum fruticosum Shrubby Hare’s-car v

31| Chaerophyllum temulem | Rough Chervil v
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Day 2 |3 5 |6
33| Crithmum maritimum Rock Samphire v
34 | Daucus carota Wild Carrot v |V v |V
37 | Eryngium campestre Field Eryngo v v |V
39 | Ferula communis Giant Fennel v |V v |V
40 | Ferulago nodosa Ferulago v
41 | Foeniculum vulgare Fennel v |V v |V
46 | Scandix pecten-veneris Shepherd’s-needle v |V v |V
9 | Smyrnium olusatrum Alexanders v
50 | Smyrnium perfoliatum Perfoliate Alexanders v |V v |V
51| Thapsia garganica Thapsia v v
52| Tordylium apulum Tordylium v |V v |V
Apocynaceae
53| Nerium oleander Oleander v
54 | Vinca major Greater Periwinkle v v
Araliaceae
55 | Hedera helix Ivy v oV v |V
Aristolochiaceae
56 | Aristolochia sempervirens | a birthwort v
ST | Aristolochia clusii a birthwort v
Asteraceae
62 | Anthemis secundiramea Prostrate Chamomile v
63 | Artemisia arborescens a wormwood v
64 | Bellis annua Annual Daisy v
65 | Bellis perennis Daisy v
66 | Bellis sylvestris Southern Daisy v v |V
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Day 5
67 | Calendula arvensis Field Marigold v
68 | Calendula officinalis Pot Marigold v
73| Centaurea calcitrapa a star thistle
76 | Centaurea solstitialis Yellow-star Thistle
77 | Centaurea sphaerocephala | a knapweed
82 | Cynara cardunculus Cardoon
85 | Filago pygmaea Pygmy Cudweed
88 | Galactites tomentosa Boar Thistle v
89 | Glebionis coronaria Crown Daisy v
90 | Glebionis segetum Corn Marigold v
92 | Helichrysum stoechas v
101 | Pallenis spinosa
102 | Phagnalon rupestre v
103 | Phagnalon saxatile
106 | Scolymus grandiflorus
108 | Senecio vulgaris Groundsel
109 | Silybum marianum Milk Thistle v
1 Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-Thistle v
116 | Tragopogon porrifolius Salsify
18\ Urospermum dalechampii | Smooth Golden-

fleece

19 | Urospermum picroides Prickly Golden-fleece v

Boraginaceae
1211 Alkanna tinctoria Dyer’s Alkanet v
124 | Borago officinalis Borage v
127\ Cerinthe major Honeywort v
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Day

128 |\ Cynoglossum cherifolium | a hound’s-tongue
130 | Cynoglossum creticum Blue Hound’s-
Tongue
134 | Echium plantagineum Purple Viper’s-
Bugloss

Brassicaceae

145 | Arabis verna Spring Rockcress

148 | Biscutella didyma Biscutella

151 | Cakile maritima Sea Rocket

152 | Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd’s Purse

159 | Lobularia maritima Sweet Alison

160 | Matthiola incana Hoary Stock

162 | Matthiola tricuspidata Three-horned Stock

163 | Sinapis alba White Mustard

168 | Rorippa nasturtium- Water-cress
aquaticum
Cactaceae

169 | Opuntia ficus-indica Prickly Pear
Capparaceae

172 | Capparis spinosa Caper
Caprifoliaceae

174 | Centranthus ruber Red Valerian

176 | Fedia graciliflora Fedia

178 | Lonicera implexa A honeysuckle

179 | Scabiosa atropurpurea Mournful Widow

180

Valerianella spp.

corn salad species
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Day 1 (2 (3 |4 |5
Caryophyllaceae
192 | Silene colorata a catchfly VAR VAR VAR VAR N4
194 | Silene gallica Small-flowered v
Catchfly
195 | Silene latifolia White Campion VAR VAR V4
199 | Stellaria media Chickweed v
Chenopodiaceae
203 | Beta vulgaris Sea Beet
206 | Salicornia europaea Glasswort
Cistaceae
208 | Cistus creticus a cistus v |V v
210 | Cistus salvifolius Sage-leaved Cistus v
Convolvulaceae
214 | Calystegia silvatica Great Bindweed
215 | Convolvulus althaeoides | Mallow-leaved v
Bindweed
Crassulaceae
224 | Phedimus stellatus Starry Stonecrop VAR VAR V4
225 | Sedum caeruleum Blue Stonecrop v
230 | Umbilicus rupestris Navelwort VAN VAR IVARN V4
Ericaceae
233 | Erica multiflora a heath VAR VAR IV VAR IV
Euphorbiaceae
235 | Euphorbia amygdaloides | Wood Spurge
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Day 4 7

237 | Euphorbia characias Large Mediterranean v v
Spurge

238 | Euphorbia dendroides Tree Spurge
240 | Euphorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge v v
246 | Euophorbia segetalis Corn Spurge
247 | Mercurialis annua Annual Mercury v v
249 | Ricinus communis Castor Oil Plant v

Fabaceae
250 | Acacia cyanophylla Blue-leaved Wattle v
251 | Acacia karroo v
253 | Anagyris foetida Bean Trefoil
254 | Anthyllis vulneraria Kidney Vetch v v
255 | Astragalus boeticus a milk-vetch v
258 | Cytisus infestus Thorny Broom v v
259 | Ceratonia siliqua Carob Tree v v
260 | Cercis siliquastrum Judas Tree
263 | Coronilla valentina a scorpion vetch
265 | Genista aetnensis Mt.Etna Broom v
270 | Lathyrus clymenum A vetchling v v
273 | Lathyrus ochrus A vetchling v
281 | Lotus tetragonolobus Asparagus Pea v
282 | Lupinus angustifolius Narrow-leaved Lupin v
287 | Medicago lupulina Black Medick
310 | Pisum sativum Wild Pea v v
3111 Bituminaria bituminosa Pitch Trefoil v
316 | Sulla coronaria Italian Sainfoin v
3171 Sulla glomerata a sainfoin v v
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Day 7
320 | Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil v
325 | Trifolium repens White Clover 4
327 | Trifolium stellatum Star Clover v
330 | Tripodion tetraphyllum Bladder Vetch v
331 | Vicia bithynica Bithynian Vetch
333 | Vicia hybrida Hairy Yellow

Vetchling

338 | Vicia narbonensis a vetch

Fagaceae
345 | Quercus cerris Turkey Oak
347 | Quercus ilex Holm Oak 4
348 | Quercus pubescens Downy Oak v

Gentianaceae
350 | Blackstonia perfoliata Yellow-wort v
351 | Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury v

Geraniaceae
352 | Erodium acaule Stemless Stork’s-bill
359 | Geranium molle Dovesfoot Cranesbill
360 | Geranium robertianum Herb Robert
362 | Geranium tuberosum Tuberous-rooted

Cranesbill

Juglandaceae
365 | Juglans regia Walnut

Lamiaceae
366 | Ajuga chamaepitys Ground Pine
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Day 3 5 |6
367 | Ajuga orientalis Oriental Bugle v
372 | Mentha sp. v v
373 | Micromeria graeca v v |V
374 | Phlomis fruticosa Jerusalem Sage v v |V
375 | Prasium majus Prasium v v |V
376 | Rosmarinus officinalis Rosemary v oV
377 | Salvia fruticosa Three-leaved Sage v
379 | Salvia verbenaca Wild Clary v |V
381 | Sideritis romana
382 | Teucrium fruticans Tree Germander v
384 | Thymbra capitata a thyme v |V
Linaceae
386 | Linum bienne v v
Malvaceae
394 | Malva sylvestris Common Mallow v
Moraceae
395 | Ficus carica Fig v v |V
Myrtaceae
397 | Eucalyptus camuldulensis | River Red Gum v v |V
398 | Myrtus communis Common Myrtle
Nyctaginaceae
399 | Bougainvillea glabra Bougainvillea

Oleaceae
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Day 7
400 | Fraxinus ornus Manna Ash
401 | Olea europea Olive v
402 | Phillyrea latifolia v
Orobanchaceae
403 | Bellardia trixago Bellardia v
406 | Orobanche crenata Bean Broomrape
412 | Orobanche ramosa Branched Broomrape
414 | Orobanche sanguinea Bloody Broomrape v
415 | Parentucellia latifolia Southern Red Bartsia v
416 | Parentucellia viscosa Yellow Bartsia v
417 | Phelipanche nana Dwarf Sorrel 4
Broomrape
Oxalidaceae
419 | Oxalis pes-caprae Bermuda Buttercup v
Paeoniaceae
420 | Paeonia mascula subsp. a peony
russoi
Papaveraceae
422 | Fumaria capreolata White Ramping-
Fumitory
425 | Papaver rhoeas Corn Poppy v
Plantaginaceae
427 | Antirrhinum siculum Sicilian Snapdragon v

429

Linaria reflexa

a toadflax

430

Linaria triphylla

Three-leaved
Toadflax
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Day 3 7
Bl | Misopates orontium Weasel’s Snout
432 | Plantago afra Glandular Plantain v
433 | Plantago coronopus Buck’s-horn Plantain v
435 | Plantago lagopus a plantain v v
438 | Plantago maritima Sea Plantain v
439 | Plantago serraria a plantain v
441 | Veronica cymbalaria White Speedwell
Platanaceae
445 | Platanus orientalis Plane Tree
Plumbaginaceae
447 | Limonium sinuatum Wavy-leaved Sea v
Lavender
Polygonaceae
451 | Rumex bucephalophorus | a dock v v
Primulaceae
459 | Cyclamen repandum Spring Sowbread
460 | Lysimachia arvensis Scarlet Pimpernel v
461 | Lysimachia loeflingii Blue Scarlet v v
Pimpernel
Ranunculaceae
465 | Anemone hortensis an anemone v
467 | Clematis vitalba Traveller’s Joy v
468 | Nigella damascena Love-in-a-mist v v
474 | Ranunculus velutinus a buttercup v
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Resedaceae

475 | Reseda alba White Mignonette v v |V
Rhamnaceae

478 | Rhamnus alaternus Mediterranean v

Buckthorn

Rosaceae

479 | Crataegus azarolus Medlar v

480 | Crataegus laevigata Midland Hawthorn v |V

Bl | Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn VAR IR IVAR IV IVARN IV

487 | Prunus dulcis Almond v v |V v |V |V

489 | Prunus spinosa Blackthorn v |V |V |V |V |V

Ol | Pyrus spinosa Almond-leaved Pear |v |V |V |V [V |V

493 | Rubus spp. bramble species VAR IR IV IV IVARN IV

494 | Sanguisorba minor Salad Burnet v |V

495 | Sarcopoterium spinosum | Thorny Burnet v v v v |V |V
Rubiaceae

502 | Sherardia arvensis Sherardia v v |V
Rutaceae

510 | Ruta chalepensis Fringed Rue v v |V
Salicaceae

5141 Populus nigra Black Poplar v
Santalaceae

SI5 1 Osyris alba Osyris v v |V
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Day

Saxifragaceae

SI7| Saxifraga carpetana A saxifrage
subsp. graeca

S18 | Saxifraga tridactylites Rue-leaved Saxifrage
Scrophulariaceae

520 | Scrophularia peregrina Nettle-leaved Figwort

521 | Verbascum sinuatum a mullein
Solanaceae

525 | Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet

526 | Solanum nigrum Black Nightshade
Tamaricaceae

529 | Tamarix africana a tamarisk
Thymelaeaceae

531 | Daphne gnidium a daphne
Ulmaceae

533 | Ulmus canescens Mediterranean Elm
Urticaceae

538 | Urtica membranacea Mediterranean Nettle

539 | Urtica pilulifera Roman Nettle
Verbenaceae

540 | Lantana camara Lantana
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Day

Viburnaceae

541 | Sambucus nigra Elder
Violaceae

544 Viola odorata Sweet Violet
Monocotyledons
Amaryllidaceae

547 1 Allium roseum Rosy Garlic

548 1 Allium subhirsutum a garlic
Agavaceae

5511 Agave americana Century Plant
Araceae

552 | Arisarum vulgare Friar’s Cowl

553 | Arum italicum Italian Lords-and-

Ladies

Asparagaceae

559 | Bellevalia romana

560 | Drimia maritima Sea Squill

563 | Muscari comosum Tassel Hyacinth

566 | Ornithogalum narbonense | Bath Asparagus

567 | Ruscus aculeatus Butcher’s Broom
Asphodelaceae

569 | Asphodeline lutea Yellow Asphodel

570 | Asphodelus fistulosus Hollow-stemmed

Asphodel

Greentours Natural History Holidays www.greentours.co.uk 23



http://www.greentours.co.uk/

Day 1 (2 (3 |4 |5

STV | Asphodelus ramosus Branched Asphodel |v v |V |V |V
Dioscoraceae

579 | Tamus communis Black Bryony v v
Iridaceae

580 | Gladiolus italicus Field Gladiolus v |V v |V

581 | Hermodactylus tuberosus | Widow Iris VAR IVARN IVAR V4

582 | Iris germanica Tall Bearded Iris v

583 | Iris pseudopumila an iris VAR VAR V4

584 | Moraea sisyrinchium Barbary Nut VAN IVARN IVAR IV N/

585 | Romulea bulbocodium v
Orchidaceae

596 | Anacamptis longicornu VAR VAR VAN V4

597 | Anacamptis papilionacea | Pink Butterfly Orchid |v |v |V |V |V

599 | Himantoglossum Giant Orchid v VAR IVARN V4
robertianum

600 | Neotinea commutata v |V
601 | Neotinea lactea Milky Orchid v |V v

604 | Ophrys archimedea v
605 | Ophrys bertolonii Bertoloni’s Bee v |V v

Orchid

606 | Ophrys biancae VAR VAR V4

607 | Ophrys bombyliflora Bumblebee Orchid VAR VAR VAR V4

609 | Ophrys calliantha v

610 | Ophrys exaltata v v |V
611 | Ophrys explanata v v v
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Day 1 (2 |3 5 |6
612 | Ophrys flammeola
615 | Ophrys lupercalis v |V |V v |V
616 | Ophrys incubacea v |V |V v |V
617 | Ophrys lunulata v v |V
618 | Ophrys lutea Yellow Bee Orchid  |v |V |V v |V
619 | Ophrys oxyrhynchos v
620 | Ophrys panormitana v |V
621 | Ophrys passionis v |V v |V
var.garganica
623 | Ophrys sicula v |V v |V
624 | Ophrys speculum Mirror Orchid v v v |V
625 | Ophrys tenthredinifera Sawfly Orchid VAR VAR V4 v |V
626 | Orchis anthropophora Man Orchid v v
628 | Orchis italica Italian Man Orchid |v |V |V v |V
629 | Orchis provincialis
632 | Serapias lingua Tongue Orchid v v
633 | Serapias orientalis v
634 | Serapias parviflora Small-flowered v
Orchid
635 | Serapias vomeracea Ploughshare Orchid |v |V |V v |V
Hybrids
636 | Anacamptis x bornemannii | A. longicornu x A. v
papilionacea
637 | Ophrys x manfredoniae O tenthredinifera x v
O. incubacea
638 | Orchis x bivonae O. anthropophora x v
O. italica
Palmae
639 | Chamaerops humilis Dwarf Fan Palm VA VAR IV v
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Day 7
Poaceae
645 | Ampelodesmos
mauritanicus
647 | Arundo donax Giant Reed v
649 | Briza maxima Large Quaking-grass v
658 | Lagurus ovatus Hare’s-tail Grass v
662 | Phragmites australis Common Reed v
Posidoniaceae
666 | Posidonia oceanica Posidonia v
Smilacaceae
661 | Smilax aspera Common Smilax v
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Systematic List Number 2 Birds

Day 2 7
2 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus v
7 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo v
8 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea v
9 Cattle Egret Ardea ibis v
10| Little Egret Egretta garzetta v v
1T | Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia v
12 | Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber v v
14 | Shelduck Tadorna tadorna v v
16 | Mallard Anas platyrhynchos
22 | Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus v
26 | Common Buzzard Buteo buteo v v
32| Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus v
40 | Quail Coturnix coturnix
43 | Moorhen Gallinula chloropus
44 | Coot Fulica atra v
45 | Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus v
71 | Yellow-legged Gull Larus micahellis v v
74 | Common Tern Sterna hirundo v
81 | Stock Dove Columba oenas
82 | Woodpigeon Columba palumbus v
83 | Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur H
84 | Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto v v
85 | Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
89 | Tawny Owl Strix aluco H
93 | Common Swift Apus apus
94 | Pallid Swift Apus pallidus
96 | Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis
101 | Great Spotted Woodpecker | Dendrocopos major
104 | Crested Lark Galerida cristata H H
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Day 2 |13 (4 (5|6 |7
105 | Woodlark Lullula arborea H H
108 | Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris Vv
109 | Swallow Hirundo rustica VA RV RVAN RVAN RVAN R4
113 | Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis H v
119 | Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea
122 | Wren Troglodytes troglodytes H
125 | Robin Erithacus rubecula H
131 | Stonechat Saxicola torquata v v
135 | Blackbird Turdus merula H v VARV
140 | Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti H (H H v
141 | Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis v |H|v |[H|H |V
145 | Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus H H
152 | Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala vV I|v I[H|V |V
157 | Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla H H v |H
160 | Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita H |H |H |H
162 | Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus H |H
169 | Blue Tit Parus caeruleus v VIV IV VY
170 | Great Tit Parus major v H|vV |V |V |V
176 | Jay Garrulus glandarius v |V v
177 | Magpie Pica pica VAR VAN VAN RN IVAN IV
181 | Hooded Crow Corvus (corone) cornix VIV VIV VY|V
182 | Raven Corvus corax VAR VAN IV VAN IV
184 | Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor v VA VAR VAN V4
187 | Italian Sparrow Passer italiae VA RV RVAN RVAN RVAN RV4
190 | Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs H H|v |V
191 | Serin Serinus serinus H|H|v |/ |/ [H
193 | Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis ViV v I Vv IV |V
194 | Linnet Carduelis cannabina H
196 | Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus HH |/ |/ |V
200 | Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra H H| v |V
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Systematic List Number 3 Butterflies

Butterflies

Day 3 5 |6 10
Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius J |V
Common Swallowtail Papilio machaon N4
Southern Marbled Skipper | Carcharodus baeticus N4
Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra v N V4
Clouded Yellow Colias croceus V4 V4
Large White Pieris brassicae v v
Small White Pieris rapae V4 J v
Green-veined White Pieris napi J v
Orange-tip Anthocharis cardamines v v |V
Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas V4
Green-underside Blue Glaucopsyche alexis v
Small Blue Cupido minimus v
Brown Argus Aricia agestis v
Common Blue Polyommatus icarus v
Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta V4
Large Tortoiseshell Nymphalis polychloros v
Nettle Tree Butterfly Libythea celtis
Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus v v
Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria J J
Wall Brown Lasiommata megera v

Reptiles and Amphibians
Day 3 5 16 10
Common Toad (tadpoles) | Bufo bufo N4 N4
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Italian Tree Frog Hyla intermedia N4 H
Pool Frog Pelophylax lessonae J v
Italian Wall Lizard Podarcis siculus v v |V
Sicilian Wall Lizard Podarcis waglerianus N4 NN
Painted Frog (tadpoles) J
Western Whip Snake N4
Other Taxa

Day 4 6 |7 10
Egyptian Grasshopper Anacridium aegyptium J
Dune Tiger Beetle Calomera littoralis v
Copper Demoiselle Calopteryx

haemorrhoidalis
Mint Leaf Beetle Chrysolina herbacea
Poplar Leaf Beetle Chrysomela populi
Island Blue-tailed Damselfly | Ischnura genei V4
Sicilian Mortar Bee Megachile sicula v

Six-spot Burnet

Zygaena filipendulae
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