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Kerala
Spice Hills and Backwaters

A Greentours Trip Report

20th October to 4th November 2009

Led by Paul Cardy and Syam Kumar

Trip Report written by Paul Cardy

Day 1 Saturday 28th October Arrival and Salim Ali Reserve (Thattakad)

We had met in the middle of the night in Dubai airport, having arrived there on four different 
flights! Emirates got us to Cochin on time, the flight and service being as expected from one of 
the world’s best airlines. Formalities in the small and reasonably new airport were smooth and 
efficient, this year with a rather perfunctory health check due to the global swine flu scare, and 
after changing money we were soon outside and meeting Syam, Vinod and our driver.  

Driving away from the airport we were soon seeing the common birds of the area, White-
throated Kingfisher, Spotted Doves, House Crows, Common Mynas and the like. We faced a 
journey of about two hours, initially through bustling villages full of fascinating Indian life, 
and later past rubber and pineapple plantations. We made my usual umbrella stop in one of 
the towns en route and were seen across the road by a policewoman to the safety of the shop.

Our hotel, Bird’s Lagoon, has a fine setting, with a backdrop of partly forested rocky hills, and 
much interesting more open habitat, the lagoon itself having all but dried up (completely so 
this year). We settled ourselves into the well appointed rooms and met for a welcome lunch of 
a selection of curries. Red-wattled Lapwing were much in evidence around the dried up 
lagoon and the very impressive swallowtail Blue Mormon flew with flashes of blue around the 
garden. Dragonflies around the pond included Forest Skimmer, Marsh Skimmer, and 
Rapacious Flangetail.

Though rather tired after the journey, in the afternoon we were back in the bus and heading 
for the small bird reserve of Thattakad, otherwise known as Salim Ali after the renowned 
ornithologist. We were met there by Vinod, who lives at the reserve entrance, and can always 
be relied on to have located roosting Frogmouths for us.

The habitat is good lowland forest, with a wide track leading through it and smaller paths into 
the forest. As we alighted from the bus a surprise came as an Orange-headed Ground-thrush 
landed briefly but in full view on the wall opposite. Butterflies on the wing included Common 
Crow, Common Four-ring, Common Grass Yellow, and Psyche. At the reserve entrance is a 
small reservoir where we saw Lesser Whistling Duck, and Stork-billed Kingfisher. Dollarbird 
was at the forest edge. In the forest itself, endemic birds were represented by Red Spurfowl, 
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Malabar Parakeet, Malabar Grey Hornbill, White-cheeked Barbet, and White-bellied Treepie. 
Two species of woodpecker were seen, namely Lesser Yellownape, and Black-rumped 
Flameback, and Jungle Owlet was viewed in the ‘scope. An unexpected highlight was three 
Black Bazas, finally located inside the trees and seen well, more often seen here on tomorrow’s 
visit, in another part of the reserve. Emerald Dove, Brown Shrike, Black-hooded Oriole, Ashy 
Drongo, Greater Racket-tailed Drongo, Large Cuckoo-shrike, Gold-fronted Leafbird, and 
Yellow-browed Bulbul were among the other birds seen on our first afternoon. There were 
several of the small lycaenid The Quaker inside the forest. 

It was time to return to Bird’s Lagoon for dinner and a much needed night’s sleep.

Day 2 Sunday 29th October Salim Ali Reserve (Thattakad)

After tea or coffee, at 6.30 we were in the bus and heading again for the Salim Ali Reserve. At 
the hotel we saw Purple Heron before we left. The twelve km drive took us through small 
villages, rubber and pineapple plantations, and an already waking rural India. Arriving at the 
reserve, at the gate we met Vinod and set off slowly on foot. The rather humid weather kept 
the birds a little quiet this morning, but we soon saw Brown-breasted Flycatcher.

As we ate our breakfast things really livened up. Both White-headed and Grey-headed 
Starlings; Hill Mynahs; Gold-fronted Leafbirds; and Black-hooded and Black-naped Orioles all 
came into the surrounding trees. Vernal Hanging Parrots were conspicuous, as were Malabar 
Parakeets and a few Plum-headed Parakeets. Drongos were much in evidence, particularly 
Greater Racket-tailed, but there was also Ashy. The butterflies were waking up, and Common 
Line-blues settled on our already sweating hands.

Back on the track we saw the first of several fine Malabar Ravens, an endemic swallowtail, 
which nectared on a Helicteres isora, or screwfruit bush. This was a very good morning for 
swallowtails, and here too were the endemics Malabar Rose and Malabar Banded Swallowtail. 
Blue Mormons sailed past, and Common Mormons and Common Rose were regularly seen. 
The stunning Paris Peacock often flew past. Other swallowtails were Tailed Jay, Lime 
Butterfly, and Red Helen. Grass Yellows were common, including Common and Three-
spotted. Tamil Yeoman flew around its host tree, Hydnocarpus wightiana (Flacourtiaceae), as did 
Rustics. There were a few Great Eggflys. Among the skippers were Chestnut Bobs, and 
Commander and Yellowjack Sailor were also recorded.

A bird highlight was two perched Crested Hawk-eagles, seen very well in the telescope. 
Among the many other species were White-bellied Tree-pie, Malabar Wood-shrike, Flame-
throated Bulbul, Orange-headed Ground-thrush, Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, Purple-rumped 
Sunbird. Mud-puddling blues included Pointed Ciliate Blue, Common Lineblue, and Blue-
banded Pierrot.

Mammals were few and far between today with only Three-striped Palm Squirrel seen and 
Giant Squirrel heard. There were several large millipedes with orange legs and a few 
distinctive caterpillars. Dwarf geckos were active on tree trunks, and there were a few 
immature Calotes lizards.
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As expected Vinod had located roosting Sri Lanka Frogmouths for us, first a pair, and then an 
even closer female, which gave excellent photographic opportunities of this remarkable bird. 
Once back at the entrance we had great views of a pair of Black-rumped Flamebacks, and then 
Brown Hawk-owl.

Back at the hotel we enjoyed a good lunch, and some saw Flying Lizard. Also a Bronze Frog 
was found, and the many dragonflies included Elephant Emperor, Red-veined Glider, Pink 
Skimmer, and Indigo Dropwing.

After a siesta, in the afternoon we again drove to the reserve, and alighted amid teak, rubber 
and mahogany plantations to explore a series of tracks through this different habitat. On the 
way we stopped for a perched Crested Hawk-eagle spotted by Vinod G. Along the roadside 
the attractive rose pink flowered Melastoma malabathricum was common. Birds were very few
and far between here today, perhaps due to the weather. Butterflies included Grey Count, 
Common Tiger, Common Crow, and Lime Butterfly.

Having reached an area of grassland, usually wetter at this time, were a selection of birds on 
the wires including Indian Roller, Green Bee-eater, and Grey-headed Starlings, and there was 
White-breasted Waterhen in the grass. A great find was a Thick-billed Warbler, eventually 
seen well. As we walked back we saw Grass Demons and Dark-brand and Long-brand 
Bushbrowns. An Asian Openbill overhead was a good record, and there was a noisy group of 
Yellow-billed Babblers.

We retired to the resthouse inside the reserve for a cup of tea/coffee before the crepuscular 
Great Eared Nightjar vigil. Here I saw a female Asian Koel, and the Lesser Whistling Ducks 
had begun there evening exodus to their roost. Also on the wing were Short-nosed Fruit Bats. 
Back on the main road the traffic was all too frequent, and the Great Eared Nightjars were slow 
to appear, but we did see one flying high and were just about able to make out the distinctive 
shape. Dollarbird and Greater Racket-tailed Drongo were still on the wing.

Dinner in the hotel had a Chinese theme, a great shame on a tour that I think potentially 
presents the best cuisine in the world. (Chinese food is of course excellent, but we’re in Kerala!)

Day 3 Friday 23rd October Bird’s Lagoon and Transfer to Munnar

Michael, Valerie and myself were out at 7 o’clock, for a wander around the environs of the 
hotel. Initially things were rather quiet but in the end we were well rewarded for our efforts. 
Common birds such as White-throated Kingfisher, Green Bee-eaters, and Red-whiskered 
Bulbuls started things off, and a perched Brahminy Kite was remarkably the first we had seen, 
later two others flying close by. White-breasted Waterhen foraged on the grassland, and a few 
Red-rumped Swallows perched on the wires. Southern Coucal called, and one was seen well in 
a garden. It was at the furthest point of the walk, in a group of trees, that we saw the highlight 
of the walk in the form of three species of woodpecker; Streak-throated, Lesser Yellownape, 
and Black-rumped Flameback. Also here were Black-hooded Oriole and Malabar Woodshrike. 

Breakfast was eaten back at Bird’s Lagoon, and then there was time for final packing and 
loading the vehicles before a 9.30am departure, saying goodbye to the friendly and helpful 



4

staff, and Vinod G. too. We drove towards Munnar, ever climbing, at first through some 
superb forest. Two impressive waterfalls caused us to stop for photos, the second being 
particularly stunning amid excellent forest. Both produced some good wildlife too. At the first 
a Flying Lizard sat on a nearby tree extending and retracting its prominent yellow dewlap. 
Both Small and Orange Minivets were here, and Flame-throated Bulbul was seen briefly. 
Indian Swiftlets were in the air, and Tailorbird and Greenish Warbler gleaned in the trees. 
Clipper was on the wing and Bonnet Macaques hung around the food stalls.

At the second waterfall there was a chance for refreshments. The trees were laden with 
orchids, none in flower, and there was much Impatiens at the base of the waterfall. Yet another 
waterfall stop proved very productive for butterflies. Among the species here were Tailed Jay, 
Common Albatross, Common Gull, Great Eggfly, Common Sailor, Chocolate Soldier, Fulvous 
Pied Flat, and Ceylon Snow Flat.

Progress was slow along the twisting roads, but we arrived at the bridge near Munnar on 
schedule to meet the two jeeps that would take us to the hotel, the bus not being permitted to 
cross the bridge to the other side of the valley. Now in extensive tea estates with here and there 
patches of shola forest, we reached Tall Trees on the dot of one o’clock, but had to wait some 
time before the staff finally had all the rooms ready for us. Lunch was a small selection of 
quickly prepared curries, and was excellent.

After a short siesta we started walking from the hotel through the good shola forest 
surrounding it. Red Helens, Blue Mormons, and the endemic Nilgiri Tiger were on the wing, 
and a White-bar Bushbrown was a good find. There was also an Indian Red Admiral. There 
was a good selection of flowers, both native and naturalised. Among those identified were the 
large flowered Impatiens acaulis, the smaller flowered Impatiens balsamina, a species of 
Calceolaria, Mussaenda frondosa, and Commelina benghalensis. The red flowered mistletoe 
Dendropthoe falcata was in bloom. There were some fine ferns including a species of 
maidenhair. Dark-fronted Babblers, Brown-cheeked Fulvettas, and Indian Scimitar Babblers 
skulked in the vegetation but most managed views of them. A male Indian Blue Robin 
appeared all too briefly. Highlight was two Nilgiri Wood Pigeons spotted by Syam inside the 
forest and seen well. Back in the jeeps, en route to the next shola, we made a brief stop for a 
Long-tailed Shrike on the wires.

In the shola we soon encountered an excellent mixed flock that we stayed with for some time. 
Indian Yellow Tits, Oriental White-eyes, Nilgiri Flycatcher, Grey-headed Flycatcher, Kerala 
Laughingthrushes, Indian Scimitar Babblers, White-cheeked Barbet, Orange Minivet, Greenish 
Warbler, and Velvet-fronted Nuthatch were all here. 

Then came two Malabar Giant Squirrels seen very well, and three more Nilgiri Wood Pigeons. 
We reached a viewpoint, the clouds atmospheric this afternoon. The last stop overlooked 
reedbed fringed water, where Little Grebes were diving. Here rather surprisingly in such 
habitat was Forest Wagtail, also here last year. Common Moorhen, Common Sandpiper, and 
Jungle Mynas were here too. At dusk the jeeps took us back to the hotel with time to catch up 
on notes before dinner. In the grounds was the diminutive pustulate species of Bush Frog 
located near one of the pathside lights, probably Philautus variabilis, and a good selection of 
moths.
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Day 4 Saturday 24th October Rajmalai, Eravikulam and Munnar

The weather was excellent, with clear blue skies, as we set out at 6.45am towards the Rajmalai 
section of Eravikulam National Park, the only part open to visitors. Once again the jeeps took 
us to the bus, parked across the bridge. Long-tailed Shrikes perched on wires in Munnar, and 
the prosaic House Sparrow was here too.

At the park entrance remarkably we were the only ones there, the crowds were yet to arrive. 
We had to wait for the bus ticket office to open, eating the packed breakfast, with tea or coffee, 
as we waited. The busses are now the only way of access into the park and all day they 
constantly ferry people backwards and forwards a few kilometres up the road to the second 
gate.  

The extensive tea plantations at the lower levels are replaced by open grasslands dotted with 
patches of shola forest higher up. Above all this towers a very impressive cliff face with 
marvellous perpendicular waterfalls pouring down it. The large flowered Hypericum mysurense
was a feature, and an Osbeckia was common among the many and varied flora. As we neared 
the second gate two Nilgiri Tahr were spotted on the rocks above.

Once out of the bus we walked up a series of switchbacks along the road. After less than a 
kilometre, although this took some time today as there was much to see in the fine weather, we 
reached the limit of where visitors are permitted. Immediately we were seeing very close 
Nilgiri Tahr, and I certainly lost count of how many we encountered on the road and the total 
number seen. They really do allow very close approach, and ample photograph opportunities, 
remarkable for such an endangered endemic goat. We saw several dominant males with white 
‘saddles’. We were also pleased to find the endemic Nilgiri Pipit, another target species up 
here, two of which were seen well.

Three White-bellied Shortwings (or White-bellied Blue Robins) were seen very closely. Syam 
spotted the rare and difficult to see Indian Broad-tailed Grass-warbler actually sitting on a 
bush up the hillside, but it very soon vanished back into the grass, not to be seen again. Other 
birds included Pied Bushchat, Black Bulbuls, Plain Prinia, and Nilgiri Laughingthrush. Hill 
Swallows and Indian Swiftlets flew overhead.

The few butterflies on the wing were choice species, namely the endemics Eurema nilgiriensis, 
Nilgiri Tiger, and Palni Four-ring, as well as Jewel Four-ring. There were two species of 
Impatiens, various Commelinaceae, the pink terrestrial orchid Satyrium nepalense, a white 
flowered Drosera with many stem leaves, a very spiny Rubus, also a very spiny Solanum, the 
southern African Aristea ecklonii, and tree ferns among the varied flora.

At the furthest point of the walk a large group, of mostly children, arrived and a chap came up 
to me and asked if he could have his picture taken with me. Before I knew it I was in the 
middle of a large group of Indians of all ages, many cameras snapping away. There followed a 
long session of pictures of various of us, and chats to various people with the usual questions 
etc. A very enjoyable and different few minutes. A highlight came on the way down when 
much excitement had been caused by a snake spotted amazingly by one of this general group 
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of tourists. This was a Large-scaled Pit-viper, a glorious uniform green pit-viper with very 
distinctive scalation. We admired it for a long time, a real highlight.

Back at the checkpoint there was a chance of a few purchases from the small shop, and tea. At 
the main park entrance, now thronging with life, we got back on our bus, and, heading 
towards town, we stopped at a small shola, sadly degraded this year, so the hoped for endemic 
birds were not seen. A Blue Admiral however was a good find. In town Syam led the group on 
a quick tour of the market, and then lunch was eaten at the Silver Spoon in Munnar, an 
excellent selection of delicious curries.

After a short rest it was back into the field, to another patch of shola forest not far from town. 
Despite keen searching we failed to find the endemic lizard Anamalai Salea here, or any 
caecilians, both found here last year. One tree had one side covered in a small yellow flowered 
orchid, as usual in bloom at this time, and another orchid with pendulous spikes of tiny 
flowers was here too. Denis spotted a circling Buzzard that then perched, a very dark phase 
bird. Nilgiri Flycatchers were much in evidence. Two Nilgiri Langurs appeared in the trees, 
one jumping a considerable distance down to a much lower small tree. There were some old 
signs of Elephant in the form of droppings and marks on trees. Two Malabar Giant Squirrels 
were active and seen well. Emerald Dove was seen twice flying for cover. Indian Cabbage 
White was on the wing and a great find was a clearwing moth spotted by Marie. A tiny 
flowered Viola was in bloom.

Day 5 Sunday 25th October Munnar

Whilst Candace and Marie went on a tea tour, the rest of us had an earlier breakfast and set out 
at 8.15 to explore an area of tea plantations and shola forest near Munnar. On the way a 
riverside stop produced Kerala Laughingthrushes, Indian Blue Robin, Nilgiri Flycatcher, and 
Blyth’s Reed Warbler.

Having reached our destination, and now on foot, the first patch of forest along the track had 
more Kerala Laughingthrushes, as well as Oriental White-eyes, Black Bulbuls, White-cheeked 
Barbet, and Grey-headed Flycatcher. Indian Small Whites were common, and there were 
several Red-disc Bush-browns. Nilgiri Tiger, Indian Red Admiral and Fulvous Pied Flat were 
also on the wing. The highlight was a Crested Serpent Eagle that I located perched inside the 
trees, seen very well in the ‘scope. There was a good selection of ferns. 

Higher up the heavy mist made viewing anything difficult, but we did see Nilgiri 
Flowerpecker. We stopped for tea and coffee at a tented camp where a company was holding a 
‘motivation’ course, complete with call and response exercises. A short steep climb from here 
took us out into the grasslands from where we had a reasonable view when the mist cleared. 
There were many alien plants but among the natives was Strobilanthes kunthiana in leaf, 
Rhododendron nilgiricum in bud, and a species of Wahlenbergia. Nilgiri Pipit was seen, but the 
hoped for Indian Broad-tailed Grass-warbler failed to appear. There were some old Elephant 
droppings and Nilgiri Grass Yellows were on the wing.

I rode down standing on the back of the jeep, and spotted a species of Exacum, a genus in the 
Gentianaceae, on the way. Back to the hotel for lunch where Grey-fronted Green Pigeons were 
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in the ‘tall trees’. Meanwhile Syam and I went on various errands around Munnar, seeing a 
male Blue-capped Rock Thrush at one site we visited.

At 3.30 with rain threatening we met for a low key excursion to a couple of the minor roads 
around Munnar. Things started well with a Rufous-bellied Eagle circling over the village, 
where our stop to look at it caused great amusement to the family who were there below us 
preparing food. Fairly quiet but among the good things we found were a white phase male 
Paradise Flycatcher, Indian Scimitar Babblers seen very well, a Common Kingfisher, a Dusky 
Striped Squirrel, and a pair of Grey Junglefowl. Dusky Crag Martins were in the air.

As we neared the hotel in the jeep the rain did finally become serious, and we had need of our 
umbrellas.

Day 6 Monday 26th October Journey to Periyar

Following breakfast we left Tall Trees. Great news came when Michael showed me that he had 
photographed the mystery Philautus bush frog inside his room. I’m fairly sure this is Philautus 
variabilis as mentioned above. Most of the day was spent travelling slowly south to Periyar, 
which, although only just over 100km away, the Indian roads made into a journey of several 
hours.

The scenery was very impressive, especially the first part of the drive, with extensive tea 
plantations, here and there with ladies picking the tea; impressive rocky mountain sides; and 
sweeping verdant views. A short stop was prompted by a Kestrel and Black-winged Kite 
fighting, mutually mobbing each other. The last Long-tailed Shrikes that we would see on this 
tour were on the wires, and a few Red Helens and Blue Mormons were on the wing. We made 
another brief stop to look inside a roadside cave, but found no bats, and then another to 
admire a waterfall that was busy with visitors.

Later the road passed through some areas of reasonable forest, where Paris Peacocks flashed 
past, and a Common Bluebottle mud-puddled at the roadside. We had a tea and toilet stop at a 
small café/shop, and near there a channel supported several dragonflies including Rhinocypha 
bisignata, Indigo Dropwing, and Common Bluetail.

A fine small hotel amid a cardamom plantation provided our lunch stop. The staff here are 
excellent and prepared us a superb traditional Keralan lunch, with a great variety of curries, 
mostly vegetarian, eaten with fingers from a banana leaf. The gardens were lush and attractive 
and the pond had the dragonfly Elusive Adjutant, among others, and Lemon Pansy was added 
to the butterfly list.

It was now not far to Kumily, the town at the Periyar National Park gate. On arrival, whilst 
Syam organised the entrance formalities, we had a short walk along the entrance road, seeing 
several Malabar Barbets, and a Sambar. 

After settling in to the Aranya Nivas we went for a late afternoon walk. Down by the lake the 
unused boats were lined up poignantly, as a recent accident had put paid to any boat 
excursions for a while. A small group of Sambar grazed on the opposite lake shore and 
Woolly-necked Stork flew over. The highlight of the walk was a Great Hornbill, and a small 
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troupe of the endemic Nilgiri Langur moved through the trees. I spotted a Muntjac grazing 
near the busy car park and unwittingly attracted a noisy crowd but even they didn’t scare it 
away.
That evening I went out to locate the trees currently favoured by the Flying Squirrels, and had 
soon done so, so as to show the group this superb creature on successive evenings.

Day 7 Tuesday 27th October  Periyar

After breakfast in the hotel we drove along the entrance road, and through Thekkady to take a 
track into a little visited part of the park, escaping the crowds. Initially we took a detour out 
onto a large wet grassy clearing, where there were several Pintail Snipe that we eventually had 
good views of. Glassy Tiger, Dark Blue Tiger, and Plain Tiger frequented the milkweed plants, 
common here. 

Malabar and Plum-headed Parakeets perched in the same tree as Ashy Woodswallows and 
two Malabar White-headed Starlings. We soon encountered a large mixed bird flock, centred 
on a fruiting fig, and we had mostly great views of the following; Asian Fairy Bluebird, 
Greater Racket-tailed Drongo, Rufous Treepie, Hill Mynah, Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, Malabar 
Woodshrike, Large Woodshrike, Black-naped Oriole, Malabar Grey Hornbill, and Black-
rumped Flameback. A female and then a male Asian Koel flew in, and Common Hawk Cuckoo 
was calling.

At a small pool I spotted a small basking Indian Pond Terrapin, and then we realised that an 
Olivaceous Keelback was in the water below it, both staring at each other in a stand off. This 
went on for some time until the snake finally swam away. Further along White-bellied 
Woodpecker was calling and Raj located it so I could put it in the ‘scope for all to see. An 
impressive male, and fine views. Earlier a Rufous Woodpecker had put in a brief appearance. 
Leeches are usually a feature of this forest walk but today they were refreshingly scarce, and 
even I had only one or two.

Along the disturbed first part of the track butterflies attracted by the vast amount of lantana 
included Tamil Yeoman, Chocolate Soldier, Common Leopard, and Restricted Demon. A 
Common Birdwing was the first we’d seen. Once in the forest the endemic Tamil Cat’s-eye 
flew along the edges of the track. The walk was punctuated by occasional Red Helens and Blue 
Mormons. A selection of interesting insects such as moths, beetles, orthopterans, and bugs 
were found, with the highlight being a very large longhorn beetle. Giant Squirrels called and a 
few were seen.

Satyrids were a feature of the day with Gladeye Bushbrown, Dark-brand Bushbrown,
Common Treebrown, Dark Evening Brown, and Common Four Ring, as well as the 
aforementioned Tamil Cat’s-eye. A pair of Rusty-tailed Flycatchers were active in the canopy, 
and both Orange and Small Minivets were here. Unfortunately today we failed to locate, or 
even hear, Wynaad Laughingthrush, usually seen on this walk in a noisy conspicuous flock.

Back along the paved road was the beautiful lycaenid Red Pierrot. We helped a large Sphingid 
larva across the road, and soon after that I found an adult hawk-moth of a different species on 
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a tree trunk. The morning ended with us admiring a roost of Indian Flying Foxes in bamboo 
near the village.

In the afternoon we took a raft ferry across a narrow arm of the lake, the water level being very 
low this year, to some fine forest near the hotel. Two Woolly-necked Storks sat on the shore, 
and White-throated Kingfisher and Pied Kingfisher were here. Once across the water we saw 
Tailed Jay and Tamil Yeoman.  

This forest walk was as usual fairly quiet at this time of day, but there are always some good 
finds, which today included the secretive Orange-headed Ground Thrush, several Forest 
Wagtails, and two pairs of the endemic White-bellied Blue Flycatcher. Also here was the 
attractive and also endemic Bicoloured Frog. There were many interesting fungi in the forest, 
especially brackets, 

Once out in the grassland bordering the lake we saw Darter, and the air was full of Wandering 
Glider dragonflies. Heart-spotted Woodpecker flew across into the forest. Syam spotted a male 
Gaur on a grassy hillside and we had good views in the ‘scope, then a female nearby. A flock 
of about thirty Brown-backed Needletails flew back and forth over the water, and by a 
streamlet were several Kerala Warty Frogs. 

That evening I showed the group the Flying Squirrels, of which there were up to four animals, 
and we watched some superb long glides across the clearing traced with the torch light. Also, 
Elephants were heard trumpeting in the evening, apparently not too far away.

Day 8 Wednesday 28th October   Tamil Nadu Plains and Spice Plantation

A reasonably early start today, as we boarded the bus for a trip across the state line into Tamil 
Nadu. We passed the border in Kumily with a minimum of formality, and were soon winding 
our way down the well forested eastern slope of the Western Ghats, with Bonnet Macaques 
along the road. We stopped near a series of impressive pipelines and admired the plains of 
Tamil Nadu stretching away below us. Here was the red convolvulus Quamoclit coccinea, and a 
beautiful blue species of Ipomoea. A large number of Little Swifts were in the air, and Orange 
Minivet, Nilgiri Flowerpecker, and Great Tit were seen.

Having reached the first village in Tamil Nadu we drove onto a side track and stopped to eat 
the packed breakfast, opposite an orphanage. We set out on foot, along a road traversing 
cultivated fields interspersed with tamarind groves and scrub. Green Bee-eaters perched on 
wires and common birds like Spotted Doves, Mynas and Crows were indeed common. Syam 
soon spotted the Grey Francolin that was calling and we had good views in the ‘scope. There 
were many Barn Swallows and a few Red-rumped Swallows today.

Before long we found a small flock of Yellow-billed Babblers giving their distinctive call, and 
we were to see several more. Indian Rollers perched on wires, and Purple-rumped Sunbirds, 
Purple Sunbirds, and Rose-ringed Parakeets were seen. Collared Dove and Laughing Dove 
were prosaic additions to the list. We had good views of Black-winged Kites, one of which was 
performing a display flight. An immature Besra perched in a bare tree, and a flock of Large 
Grey Babblers moved noisily through the vegetation.
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The highlight of the morning was an Indian Pitta, located by Syam. We all saw this striking 
bird extremely well, even through the ‘scope, and good photographs were possible. Soon after 
that a Hoopoe landed atop a tree. A pair of Indian Black Robins called to each other from 
opposite sides of the track, and two Oriental Honey Buzzards soared in the air. Syke’s Warbler 
was active in the tamarinds. 
Butterflies were inexplicably few and far between, but Crimson Rose, Small Grass Yellow, 
Pioneer, and Tawny Coster were here, and a Black Rajah was seen briefly. As everywhere this 
year blues were almost absent. An algae-filled pool in an abandoned quarry supported many 
dragonflies including Yellow Waxtail, Dawn Bluetail, Orange-winged Groundling, Asian 
Pintail, and Blue Percher. Nearby we visited a small temple with painted statues.

A Grey Mongoose crossed the track, there were a number of Three-striped Palm Squirrels, and 
a few Garden Calotes. A strange-flowered asclepiad, a species of Ceropegia, or ‘flytrap’ was 
found.

After encountering many tractors, ox-carts, and herds of cattle we visited a small village, one 
unused to any foreign visitors (except for us every year), with the hope of sampling fresh 
coconut milk, the coconuts being picked as we waited. Due to a wedding in the village no-one 
was available to climb the tree and pick the coconuts this year, but many people, particularly 
children, turned out to see us and the whole thing was friendly and good natured. 

We arrived back at the hotel for a break before lunch, which we ate in a hotel in town. This was 
an excellent and substantial selection of curries. Syam has created a butterfly garden in the 
grounds of this hotel and this was full of Blue Tigers today, and in smaller numbers Common 
Castor, Lime Butterfly, Tailed Jay, Common Grass Yellow, Restricted Demon, Mottled 
Emigrant, and Great Eggfly.

In the afternoon we visited a spice plantation near Kumily, popular today with several tourist 
vehicles in the small car park. I stayed with the vehicle, continuing work on this trip report, 
and met some old friends in the car park, whilst Johnson and Syam led the group on a walking 
tour around the spice plantation, showing and explaining the main spices that are grown in the 
area, namely cardamon, pepper, nutmeg, cinnamon, all-spice, turmeric, vanilla and the like. 
There inevitably followed a visit to a spice shop in town where we could purchase spices at 
very reasonable prices, including vanilla pods and saffron. There was also a chance for 
souvenir shopping in town. As Candace and I travelled back in a three wheeler we saw what 
was amazingly the only Wild Boar seen this year at Periyar, usually they are conspicuous 
around the hotel and boat landing.

Day 9 Thursday 29th October Periyar - Gavi

The cessation of the boat trips at Periyar gave us the opportunity to do something different 
and explore an area we’ve not had time to visit in the past. So today I decided to travel to Gavi, 
a ranger’s camp deep inside the park to the south west of the HQ, amid superb forest. We 
made the journey in two jeeps, which involved a rather long drive as we had to exit the park, 
drive west on the main road for some way, and then via ever narrower roads to reach another 
park gate. Due to an early start we arrived there at an ideal time in the morning.
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Sadly the increased sensitivity here after the boat disaster meant we were not permitted to 
walk at all along the first section of the park, a great shame as this was fine forest. The drive 
was beautiful and standing or sitting in the open back of the jeep gave great views of anything 
that we encountered. There was much recent evidence of Elephants and before long we saw a 
group of four grazing on a hillside. Excellent as the boat trips usually provide the best chance 
of seeing Elephants, on the lake shore. Among the birds were Malabar Grey Hornbill and 
White-bellied Treepie.

Once past another check post we could walk, and soon saw several Asian Fairy Bluebirds, and 
a flock of Dark-fronted Babblers. The superficially similar White-bar Bushbrown and Tamil 
Cat’s-eyes were on the wing. White-rumped Spinetails flew over the forest. Further on were 
open grassland slopes, allowing fine views over some excellent forest, and here we saw Gaur. 
Crimson Rose was on the wing, and a female Chestnut-shouldered Petronia was seen.

Having reached the ranger’s camp at Gavi where there was a very small guesthouse and a 
large cafeteria we had a break and tea. The fine trellis of Thunbergia mysorensis had several 
nectaring Small Sunbirds and later a Little Spidehunter that we watched for some time.

Before lunch we drove further along the track, now in some really fine forest, and due to the 
altitude back in Nilgiri Flycatcher territory. A stroll along the forest path was rewarded with 
good views of a rather peripatetic Malabar Trogon, and Nilgiri Langurs were common. 
Unfortunately we did not see the hoped for Lion-tailed Macaques, which are apparently 
regularly seen here, an indication of how good the area is. We finally caught up with Bronzed 
Drongo, and among the butterflies were the pierids Lesser Gull and Appias indra; Red Helen 
and Blue Mormon; several Tamil Cat’s-eyes; Common Palmfly; Water Snow-flat; and Tamil 
Grass Dart.

We returned to the cafeteria for a less than good lunch, but that was a small price to pay to be 
in such a beautiful place. Early afternoon saw heavy rain, and we had to sit this out. At least 
we were under cover.

When the rain stopped we had a short walk to the nearby dam. On the way we finally 
encountered a rather skulking flock of Wynaad Laughingthrushes, working their way along
the forest floor in the company of Indian Scimitar Babblers, and a few Tawny-bellied Babblers. 
Heart-spotted Woodpecker was seen well. At the dam a probable Indian Cuckoo soon flew off. 
I learnt that a Malayan Night Heron had been seen inside the forest here only yesterday. 
Brown-cheeked Fulvettas, and a largish scorpion were among the things seen on the drive out.

We located more Elephants, with young, grazing on the grassy slopes above the forest. There 
were also Sambar, but the rain became heavy again and it was time to head purposefully 
home. At the bridge Common and Pied Kingfishers, and Little Egret were seen.

All in all a very good introduction to this new area and it will certainly be a regular excursion 
during the Periyar stay in future years.

Day 10 Friday 30th October Tamil Nadu Dam and Periyar
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Another of our regular short excursions from Periyar is to a forested dam site literally just 
inside Tamil Nadu. We left at 7.30, and drove through the back lanes of Kumily to the edge of 
the forest that was the state border. Mist was the order of the day, but although any wider 
vistas were obscured we had good views of a variety of birds, some new to us. A noisy group 
of White-bellied Tree-pies contained some forty birds, which all flew in front of us in small 
groups, quite remarkable for an endemic which is usually only seen in ones and twos. A large 
mixed flock had a female Indian Golden Oriole, Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike, Malabar Wood-
shrike, Orange Minivet, Small Minivet, Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, and Great Tit and two Giant 
Squirrels were seen beautifully.

White-headed Starlings and Malabar Parakeets flew in and we watched flycatching Ashy 
Drongos. A large and over-confident troop of Bonnet Macaques frequented the dam itself. The 
unused paved road around the reservoir was lined with fern, moss and liverwort covered 
rocks, and is a beautiful tranquil place to walk through the forest. Sadly the dull weather once 
again greatly limited the butterfly activity in what has in the past been a very productive site. 
However there were several Common Birdwings and two Malabar Roses sailing around the 
canopy. There were also a few Red Helens braving the mist, the usual grass yellows, Common 
Sailor, and a Restricted Demon . The dull weather did at least suit the Dark Evening Brown.

On the return walk was a lone White-bellied Treepie and other regular members of a mixed 
flock. Nearby a female Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher was elusive. Unusually an Indian Pitta flew 
across the road at canopy level and landed in a tree at that height. Rufous Babbler and Yellow-
browed Bulbul were seen, and the butterfly Common Palmfly was a pleasing find.

We drove back into Thekkady and after a short stop in town we headed back to the hotel for a 
long rest in the middle of the day, although most of us went to Cardamon County for an 
excellent and very substantial lunch. As we returned to our hotel a pair of Grey Junglefowl 
were seen at the forest edge.

After a chance to change back into field clothes at the hotel we set out on foot. A fruiting tree 
over the entrance road had two Malabar Giant Squirrels, several White-cheeked and Malabar 
Barbets, and a Brown-breasted Flycatcher. Just inside the forest the dragonfly Long-tailed 
Dusk Hawker was perched. The walk in the forest was punctuated by some great finds. Birds 
included four Orange-headed Ground-thrushes, the first two seen extremely well; Forest 
Wagtails; a male Malabar Trogon; and Red Spurfowl was glimpsed. The lovely black and red 
Black Slender Coral Snake was a great find, an uncommon species. Although small it opened 
its mouth to full extent and attempted to strike. A large hollowed out tree had the impressive 
Lesser Woolly Horseshoe Bat roosting, and we had fine views. Common Evening Brown was 
also noted. 

Out in open grassland four Black Bazas flew over, and Skittering Frogs inhabited the ditches. 
One spot afforded views of the ancient hill top Mangla Devi Temple, and on the grassland 
were some 15 Gaur. Closer, in the forest, were two Sambar.

Below Periyar House several more Sambar were on the shore. Common, Pied, and White-
throated Kingfishers were all here and Paddyfield Pipit perched on the wire. A Striated Heron 
flew over the water, and five Gaur grazed close by on the opposite shore.
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Day 11 Saturday 31st October Periyar

At 7.30 we drove a short distance to the start of the Mangla Devi Temple track, and set out 
slowly on foot. The overcast weather meant again little bird activity, although before long we 
saw two perched Jungle Owlets, but Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher was only glimpsed. Open areas 
had Chestnut-headed Bee-eaters catching dragonflies, and a pair of Oriental Honey Buzzards 
soaring above. Heart-spotted Woodpecker put in a couple of brief appearances.

The weather improved and we actually had sunshine. Consequently the butterflies were rather 
good, with a large selection of satyrids and skippers in particular. The former included 
Gladeye Bushbrown, Common Bush Brown, and Dark Evening Brown, and the latter Fulvous 
Pied Flat, Brown Awl, and White-banded Awl. Tiny Grass Blue was added to the list, but 
lycaenids were still inexplicably few and far between.

From a small hut on the edge of a clearing, where we had a rest stop, we had close views of 
Grey-headed Starlings in the trees. Tree trunks had many exuviae of cicadas, as well as one of 
a small scorpion, and several psychid moth larval cases. A small pond had several odonata 
including the attractive damselfly Ceriagrion rubiae.  

We rejoined the main entrance road, where the bus was there to meet us, but most opted to 
walk back to the hotel.

The sky was dark with cloud as we gathered in the afternoon, with a little rain already. 
Nevertheless we ended up staying dry and had a very productive little visit to an area of drier 
forest near the main gate to the reserve. There were some interesting damselflies including
Pygmy Midget, and Jungle Owlet called. We soon encountered a mixed flock of small birds 
comprising Common Tailorbird, Common Iora, Blyth’s Reed Warbler, and Purple-rumped 
Sunbird. Meanwhile Syam went ahead and met a man who minutes earlier had been standing 
next to a Cobra, unfortunately now gone. 

Next came a Thick-billed Warbler, the second of the tour, and then Blue-throated Flycatcher 
was glimpsed. The highlight was a Blue-faced Malkoha, unusual here, and we had good views 
in the ‘scope. The rain was imminent now so we made a timely retreat to the bus, arriving just 
before the heavy downpour began. 

Day 12 Sunday 1st November Transfer to Backwaters

Our time at Periyar had passed remarkably quickly and already it was time to say goodbye to 
the excellent staff at the Aranya Nivas. We saw our last Indian Giant Squirrel, this one falling 
out of a tree, as we drove out of the park, and we were soon back among the hustle and bustle 
of daily Indian life, quite a shock after our long stay inside the park.

The journey initially took us through the impressive vistas of the Western Ghats, and more 
extensive tea plantations. Dusky Crag Martins passed by now and again. We made a brief stop 
at our last waterfall of the tour, and a tea and toilet stop where the reasonable habitat had 
Asian Brown Flycatcher, and flying lizards on the tree trunks expanding their striking yellow 
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dewlaps. Further on we encountered a very large procession, to celebrate Founding of Kerala 
day.

Before long we were down in the lowlands, and more or less continuous habitation. We arrived 
at Kumarakom at midday, to find many riceboats moored in a narrow channel. Soon we had 
located our boats. We then all settled into our very comfortable en suite cabins, before enjoying 
lunch, which was very good, a fine selection of curries, with coconut featuring strongly. After a 
siesta moored out in the lagoon, we set off and travelled very slowly across the lagoon and 
then down another channel where we disembarked to visit the Kumarakom Bird Reserve in the 
late afternoon. It was now time to say a sad farewell to Syam.

The reserve was quiet today, although as this was Sunday there were plenty of visitors. 
However we did see female Koel and Black-rumped Flameback very well, and Purple-rumped 
Sunbird. The highlight was an aquatic snake, probably an Olivaceous Keelback, with prey, 
possibly an eel?

Just opposite the entrance to the reserve was a rather more productive area that I’d discovered 
in previous years. Blue-tailed Bee-eaters and Rose-ringed Parakeets perched on the wires, and 
also here were Stork-billed Kingfisher, Common Kingfisher, and White-breasted Waterhen. At 
5.20 my target birds appeared, impressive formations of Glossy Ibis, some 500 in total, flying
over to roost. Several Flying Foxes were now on the wing, most flying in the opposite direction 
to the ibis, and as we walked back to the boats one landed in a fruiting tree. Once back on the 
boats as we motored out into the lagoon, many more Flying Foxes were on the wing.

With the motors switched off, and now anchored in the lagoon, we enjoyed a tranquil evening 
and another substantial meal prepared by the boatmen.

Day 13 Monday 2nd November Backwaters

We awoke on the tranquil Lake Kumarakom, some of us having slept extremely soundly. 
Breakfast was enjoyed on our separate boats, and was substantial, particularly the fruit. 
Whiskered Terns were already much in evidence over the lagoon, among the usual 
Cormorants, Darters, Brahminy Kites etc. 

Motoring ashore a short way we made the first stop of the day, and it was already very hot. In 
the water were several small fish including a distinctive Halfbeak species. Once on land we had 
a short walk, seeing male and female Koels, and Stork-billed Kingfisher very well. Black-
hooded Orioles and Black-rumped Flamebacks frequented the coconut palms. Overhead were 
many Barn Swallows as well as Little Swifts and Asian Palm Swifts. Several Common Sailors 
and Grey Pansies were on the wing.

An open area of paddies had many egrets and several Purple Herons as well as Yellow 
Wagtails. Greater Coucal, Magpie Robin, and Roller were here too. As we again neared the 
boat a pale phase Booted Eagle and a Marsh Harrier were in the air, and nearby was a dark 
phase Booted Eagle. 

We got underway again, entering narrower channels lined with coconut palms, and rice 
paddies beyond. We stopped again where a flooded paddy held many birds. Most were Spot-
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billed Ducks, in small groups all across the horizon, and nearer were several Purple Gallinules, 
as well as Moorhen and Coot. There were a few Wood Sandpipers, whilst many more were in 
flooded paddies later. Plain Prinia sang in the reeds, and the wires were lined with Barn 
Swallows. There was a lone Pacific Golden Plover.

As we neared the next stop an hepatic Eurasian Cuckoo was seen briefly. Here too were dark 
phase Western Reef Herons, two Black-headed Ibis, and many Baya Weavers in the reeds.
It was already time for lunch, another substantial and very good meal prepared aboard, with 
fish featuring heavily, and a great selection of vegetables. For this we moored in a more open 
area to benefit from the breeze. 

As we drifted along the backwaters a variety of different fishing methods was observed, many 
and varied scenes of local life, and the occasional man herding domestic ducks. A brief stop 
was made to admire an impressive snake boat, very long and narrow, stored in a small village. 
These racing boats are powered by 110 rowers.

The only Black Kite of the tour, just one, was seen today! The Backwaters support many 
dragonflies and among those noted on our journey were Painted Waxtail, Variable Flutterer, 
Sociable Glider, Spine-legged Redbolt, Red-vained Darter, and Evening Skimmer. The aquatic 
snake Chequered Keelback now and again was seen swimming across the channels.

Day 14 Tuesday 3rd November Backwaters

The second full day on the boats, and the last field day of the tour, was a relaxed affair, as we 
drifted along the backwaters observing the wildlife, scenery, and fascinating every day goings 
on of the people living on the banks. 

The centrepiece of the day was a morning visit to the beach at Thottappally (many spelling 
permutations as long as it includes lots of ts, ps, and ls). A motorcade of tuc-tucs took us to the 
almost deserted but sadly less than clean beach, where this year there were large flocks of 
waders around the sandy pools. Lesser Sand Plovers were numerous, and there were smaller 
numbers of Greater Sand Plovers and Kentish Plovers, and Ringed Plovers (uncommon here). 
There were also Sanderlings and Little Stints, and a distant Bar-tailed Godwit. Terns were 
conspicuous, with Gull-billed, Common, and Little among them. 

Reaching the other side of the river mouth by three wheeler we walked through the unusually 
inactive fish market, and walked along the harbour walls. There was a strong colony of Tawny 
Coster here, concentrated around one large shrub. Gulls were a feature here, and there were 
several Heuglin’s Gulls and Black-headed Gulls, many Brown-headed Gulls, and a few pink-
tinged Slender-billed Gulls. Here too were a few Lesser Crested and Caspian Terns. At the river 
mouth were two grey phase Western Reef Herons among all the common white egrets. 
Common Sandpiper bobbed among the rocks, and there was also White Wagtail here. 

Bottlenose Dolphins cavorted around some of the small ships out at sea, and we had reasonable 
views.

Back on the boats we moved away from town and moored to eat lunch. The afternoon was a 
leisurely journey along the waterways with occasional stops and short walks. Other birds seen 
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today included Marsh Harrier, Bronze-winged Jacana, and Black-headed Munia, and among 
the butterflies were Common Tiger and Suffused Snow Flat. Late in the afternoon we 
witnessed the strange behaviour of a small group of Common Sandpipers flying around our 
boat and periodically landing on the roof only to take to the air again.

Our destination was Allepey, where we would spend the night moored near the town. This 
gave us ample time to pack before a final feast, with traditional Keralan music performed by 
two musicians who had come aboard. 

Day 15 Wednesday 4th November  Departure

A rude awakening before 5am with the boat already on its way into Allepey where the bus was 
there to meet us. We said farewell in the dark to the very good boat crews, loaded our luggage, 
and once through Allepey we were on the coast road, the fastest we had yet seen, and 
reasonably quiet at this time of day. Partly due to our drowsiness the journey seemed to pass in 
the wink of an eye and we soon found ourselves approaching the airport. At the airport all 
went smoothly and the flight to Dubai was on time.

Kerala 2009 Systematic Lists

Compiled by Paul Cardy 

The following is a summary of the itinerary.

21st October Arrival, to Bird’s Lagoon and Thattakad.
22nd October Thattakad (Salim Ali).
23rd October Bird’s Lagoon, journey to Munnar.
24th October Rajmalai and Munnar.
25th October Munnar.
26th October Journey to Periyar.
27th October Periyar, forests.
28th October Tamil Nadu plains and Kumily.
29th October Periyar, Gavi.
30th October Tamil Nadu dam, Periyar.
31st October Periyar.
1st November To Backwaters, Kumarakom.
2nd November Backwaters.
3rd November Backwaters, including Thottappally (various spellings exist!) .
4th November Departure.
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Systematic List Number 1 Mammals
The taxonomy and nomenclature is taken from ‘A Field Guide to Indian Mammals’ by Vivek 
Menon, 2003.

Bonnet Macaque Macaca radiata Common and widespread, troops seen 
on 7 days, mostly Periyar and area.

Nilgiri Langur Trachypithecus johnii Rather common at Periyar where 
troops of up to 25 individuals seen 
every day, often very close in the hotel 
gardens. Also on 1 day in Munnar area.

Sambar Cervus unicolor Daily at Periyar in small numbers. A 
few seen at night there, and larger 
numbers grazing by the lake.

Muntjac Muntiacus muntjak A total of 4 at Periyar.
Gaur Bos gaurus Seen on three days at Periyar. A total of 

c.20 this year, in previous years often 
many more.

Nilgiri Tahr Hemitragus hylocrius 30+ at Rajmalai, where very tame 
indeed and approachable to touching 
distance!

Wild Boar Sus scrofa Remarkably only one this year at 
Periyar. Usually quite frequent at 
Periyar.

Asian Elephant Elephas maximus 2008:- A group of eight at Periyar, with 
a three month or so youngster. Feeding 
at the water’s edge and watched closely 
for a long time. 2009:- 8 from Gavi road. 
Otherwise signs in many places.

Jungle Cat Felis chaus Sign at various sites.
[Wild Dog Cuon alpinus 2008, droppings at Thattakad and 

Periyar.]
[Smooth-coated Otter Lutra perspicillata 2008:- Two fine sightings at Periyar, 

with 7+ and 4+ animals. Also 2 on 
Backwaters. Seen on most visits to 
Periyar.]

Grey Mongoose Herpestes edwardsii 1 on Tamil Nadu plains.
Ruddy Mongoose Herpestes smithii 2008:- 1 at Rajmalai (PGC and SK). 

2009:- Possibly one at Periyar.
[Stripe-necked Mongoose Herpestes vitticollis A total of 3 at Periyar, 2008.]
[Common Palm Civet Paradoxurus hermaphroditus 2 on night walk at Periyar, 2008.]
Sloth Bear Melursus ursinus Sign at Periyar.
Indian Porcupine Hystrix indica Quills found at various sites.
Indian Giant Flying Squirrel Petaurista philippensis Seen well on five evenings at Periyar, 

up to 4 individuals. 
Indian Giant Squirrel Ratufa indica Widespread, with several at Periyar 

especially.
Three Striped Palm Squirrel Funambulus palmarum Common in disturbed areas.
Dusky Striped Squirrel Funambulus sublineatus A few at Munnar, also 1 at Periyar.
Flying Fox Pteropus giganteus Numerous locally on backwaters, and a 

roost at Periyar.
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Short-nosed Fruit Bat Cynopterus sphinx A few at Periyar, and Thattakad.
[Greater False Vampire Bat Megaderma lyra An injured individual outside the 

rooms at Bird’s Lagoon, 2008.]
[Horseshoe Bat sp. Rhinolophus sp. 2008:- One approached very closely in 

forest at Periyar but still difficult to 
identify positively.]

Lesser Woolly Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus beddomei 1 roosting in a hollow tree at Periyar. 
Possibly the above record referred to 
this species.

Bat spp. Several unidentified species including 
small insectivorous species at Periyar.

Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus Kumily.
Bottlenose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus Several from Thottappally Beach.
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 Systematic List Number 2 Birds

The taxonomy and nomenclature is taken ‘Birds of South Asia, The Ripley Guide’ by Pamela 
C.Rasmussen and John C Anderton, Lynx Edicions 2005. Note that there are several important 
changes from Grimmet, Inskipp & Inskipp (1998). Also note that not all the Rasmussen splits 
have as yet been adopted by the Clements ‘Birds of the World’ checklist. Species recorded in 
2008 but not 2009 are put in square brackets. Species new for the tour, or not seen in recent 
years, are annotated 2009.

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis Munnar, Periyar, and Backwaters.
Darter Anhinga melanogaster Widespread in wetlands, numerous on 

Backwaters. A few at Periyar. 
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo Periyar and Backwaters.
Little Cormorant Phalacrocorax niger Widespread and very common, especially

Backwaters. 
Indian Cormorant Phalacrocorax fuscicollis Common on Backwaters.
Little Egret Egretta garzetta Widespread and locally common.
Great Egret Egretta alba Common on the Backwaters.
Intermediate Egret Egretta intermedia Widespread, very common Backwaters.
Western Reef-heron Egretta gularis Dark phase birds at Thottappally and

Backwaters. Several pale phase at latter too.
Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus Widespread and very common. 
Indian Pond Heron Ardeola grayii Widespread and very common. 
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea Scattered records in small numbers.
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea Several along Backwaters, and Thattakad 

area. Also Tamil Nadu.
Striated Heron Butorides striata 1 at Periyar.
[Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 2008:- Only 1, on Backwaters.]
[Black Bittern Dupetor flavicollis 2008:- 1 on Backwaters.]
[Yellow Bittern Ixobrychus sinensis 2008:- 1 on Backwaters.]
Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala 2009, 2 on Backwaters.
Asian Openbill Anastomus oscitans 2009, 1 at Thattakad.
Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus On two days at Periyar.
Black-headed Ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus 1 and an immature on Backwaters.
Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus Up to c.500 in impressive flocks over

Kumakoram.
Lesser Whistling-duck Dendrocygna javanica Thattakad, and along Backwaters.
Spot-billed Duck Anas poecilorhyncha Numerous at one site on Backwaters.
[Garganey Anas querquedula 2008- A few on Backwaters.]
[Cotton Teal Nettapus coromandelianus 2008- A few on Backwaters.]
Osprey Pandion haliaetus 1 on Backwaters.
[White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster 1+ on Backwaters, 2008.]
Oriental Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus 6 sightings at Periyar and area.
Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus 1 near Munnar, and 4+ on the Tamil Nadu

plains.
Black Kite Milvus migrans 1 on Backwaters.
Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus Widespread. Very common Backwaters. 

Seen on 8 days.
Black Baza Aviceda leuphotes 3+ at Thattakad and 4 at Periyar.
Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela 1 near Munnar, 1 at Periyar.
Eurasian Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus A few on the Backwaters.
[Shikra Accipiter badius Widespread in small numbers. Not in 2009 

?!?]
Besra Accipiter virgatus An immature, Tamil Nadu plains. Also in 

2008.
[Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus 1 on Tamil Nadu plains, 2008.]
[Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus nisosimilis 2008- An immature at Munnar. A male at 

Periyar.]
‘Steppe’ Buzzard Buteo buteo vulpinus 1 near Munnar, very dark.
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Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus 1 pale phase, and 1 dark phase, on 
Backwaters.

Rufous-bellied Eagle Hieraaetus kienerii 1 at Munnar, and 1 at Periyar,
Crested Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus cirrhatus 2+ at Thattakad, 1 near Bird’s Lagoon.
[Black Eagle Ictinaetus malayensis 1 very close at Periyar, 2008.] 
[Shaheen Falco peregrinus peregrinator 1 at Periyar, from Lake Palace, 2008.]
Kestrel Falco tinunculus 1 near Munnar.
Grey Francolin Francolinus pondicerianus 2+ on Tamil Nadu plains.
Red Spurfowl Galloperdix spadicea 1 at Thattakad, 1 at Munnar, 2 at Periyar.
Grey Junglefowl Gallus gallus Endemic. Scattered records, especially at 

Periyar. A pair at Munnar.
White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus Scarce, only 4 sightings.
[Ruddy-breasted Crake Porzana fusca 1 at Kumarakom bird sanctuary seen by 

PGC. 2008.]
Purple Swamphen Porphyrio poliocephalus Locally several on the Backwaters.
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus Scattered records, local.
Common Coot Fulica atra A few on Backwaters.
Bronze-winged Jacana Metopidius indicus 1 only on Backwaters.
[Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus 2+ Backwaters, 2008.]
[Greenshank Tringa nebularia 1, Backwaters, 2008.]
[Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 1 on Backwaters, 2008.]
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola Locally numerous on Backwaters.
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos Scattered records in small numbers.
Sanderling Calidris alba A few on Thottappally beach.
Little Stint Calidris minuta Thottappally beach.
[Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus Several on Thottappally beach, 2008.]
Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 1 on Thottappally beach.
Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva 1 on Backwaters.
Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula Thottappally beach 2009.
Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus A few on Thottappally beach.
Greater Sand Plover Charadrius leschenaultii Several on Thottappally beach.
Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus Numerous on Thottappally beach.
Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus Widespread in small numbers.
[Grey-headed Lapwing Vanellus cinereus 2008- A juvenile seen well on paddies in a

Backwaters village, and possibly an adult
there too? Apparently a first for Kerala?]

Pintail Snipe Gallinago stenura Several in wet grassland at Periyar.
Heuglin’s Gull Larus heuglini Several on Thottappally beach.
Brown-headed Gull Larus brunnicephalus Numerous on Thottappally beach.
Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus Several on Thottappally beach.
Slender-billed Gull Larus genei A few from Thottappally beach.
Gull-billed Tern Geochelidon nilotica A few on Thottappally beach.
Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 2+ on Thottappally beach.
Common Tern Sterna hirundo A few from Thottappally beach.
Lesser Crested Tern Sterna bengalensis A few from Thottappally beach
Little Tern Sterna albifrons Several on Thottappally beach.
Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sanvicensis Several over the sea at Thottappally.
Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida Abundant on the Backwaters.
Rock Pigeon Columba livia Widespread in towns.
Nilgiri Wood Pigeon Columba elphinstonii Endemic. A total of 9 in Munnar area.
Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 2 on Tamil Nadu plains.
Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis Widespread and common.
Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis A few on Tamil Nadu plains.
Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica Small numbers at Thattakad, Munnar and 

Periyar.
Grey-fronted Green-pigeon Treron affinis Endemic. Only at Tall Trees this year. Split

from Pompadour Green-pigeon, 
Treron pompadora.

Mountain Imperial Pigeon Ducula badia Several at Periyar.
Vernal Hanging Parrot Loriculus vernalis Widespread in forests, often heard. 
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Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri Tamil Nadu plains and Kumarakom.
Malabar Parakeet Psittacula columboides Endemic. Common at Periyar and 

Thattakad.
Plum-headed Parakeet Psittacula cyanocephala Thattakad and Periyar.
Common Hawk-cuckoo Hierococcyx varius Heard at Thattakad and at Periyar.
Indian Cuckoo Cuculus micropterus Probably this species seen briefly at Gavi.
Eurasian Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 1 on Backwaters.
Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceus Scattered records.
Blue-faced Malkoha Phaenicophaeus viridirostris 1 at Periyar, near main gate, 2009.
‘Southern’ Coucal Centropus [sinensis] parroti Widespread in small numbers.
Oriental Scops Owl Otus sunia Heard nightly at Periyar.
Indian Scops Owl Otus bakkamoena Heard at Periyar.
Brown Fish Owl Ketupa zeylonensis Heard at Periyar.
Jungle Owlet Glaucidium radiatum Seen at Thattakad and Periyar. Heard often.
Brown Hawk Owl Ninox scutulata 1 at Thattakad HQ.
Sri Lanka Frogmouth Batrachostomus moniliger Endemic. A pair and a female seen 

superbly at Thattakad.
Great Eared Nightjar Eurostopodus macrotis 1 at Thattakad.
Indian Swiftlet Aerodramus unicolor Endemic. Scattered records.
Brown-throated Needletail Hirundapus giganteus On 2 days at Periyar, maximum c.30.
Indian White-rumped Spinetail Zoonavena sylvatica A few at Periyar.
House Swift Apus affinis Scattered records, numerous over Tamil 

Nadu pipeline.
Asian Palm Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis Backwaters.
Malabar Trogon Harpactes fasciatus Two males at Periyar.
Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis Local. Thattakad, Tamil Nadu plains and 

Backwaters.
Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis 2 at Thattakad.
Hoopoe Upupa epops ceylonensis 1 on Tamil Nadu plains.
Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis Widespread in small numbers.
Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis Thattakad and Backwaters.
White-throated Kingfisher Halycon smyrnensis Widespread and common.
[Black-capped Kingfisher Halcyon pileata Singles on consecutive days on Backwaters, 

2008.]
Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis Widespread in small numbers.
Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis Scattered records, e.g. Bird’s Lagoon and

Tamil Nadu plains.
Chestnut-headed Bee-eater Merops leschenaultii Thattakad and Periyar.
Blue-tailed Bee-eater Merops philippinus Bird’s Lagoon and reasonably common on 

Backwaters.
Malabar Grey Hornbill Ocyceros griseus Endemic. Widespread. Several at Periyar 

and Thattakad.
[Malabar Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros coronatus Endemic. 2008:- 1 at Periyar was a good

record.]
Great Pied Hornbill Buceros bicornis 2+ at Periyar.
White-cheeked Barbet Megalaima viridis Endemic. Widespread in small numbers.
Malabar Barbet Megalaima malabarica Endemic. Several at Periyar, and Munnar.
Coppersmith Megalaima haemacephala Heard only, at Munnar.
Heart-spotted Woodpecker Hemicircus canente A few at Periyar, seen on 4 days.
[Indian Pygmy Woodpecker Dendrocopus nanus 2008- 1 at Periyar, 2 at Tamil Nadu dam.]
Rufous Woodpecker Celeus brachyurus 1 at Periyar.
Streak-throated Woodpecker Picus xanthopygaeus 1 at Bird’s Lagoon 2009.
Lesser Yellownape Picus chlorolophus Thattakad, Bird’s Lagoon, and heard at 

Periyar.
Black-rumped Flameback Dinopium benghalense Widespread and reasonably common.
[Greater Flameback Chrysocolaptes lucidus 2008:- A few at Periyar.]
White-bellied Woodpecker Dryocopos javensis Fine views of a male at Periyar.
Indian Pitta Pitta brachyura 1 seen superbly on Tamil Nadu plains, 1 at

Tamil Nadu dam, otherwise heard
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[Jerdon’s Bushlark Mirafra affinis South Indian Endemic. 1 performing 
display flight on Tamil Nadu plains, seen 
very closely. A first for this tour. 2008.]

Dusky Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne concolor Munnar area and waterfalls west of Kumily.
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica Widespread and locally very common.
Hill Swallow Hirundo domicola Endemic. Several in Munnar area.
Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica Scattered records.
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea Widespread and reasonably common.
[Grey-headed Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava thunbergi 2008- A few on Backwaters.]
Blue-headed Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava beema Locally common on Backwaters.
White-browed Wagtail Motacilla maderaspatensis Widespread in small numbers.
White Wagtail Motacilla alba 2 at Thottappally.
Forest Wagtail Motacilla indica 1 seen very well in the open at Munnar! 6 at

Periyar, whereas none seen there in 2008.
Paddyfield Pipit Anthus rufulus Periyar.
Nilgiri Pipit Anthus nilghiriensis Endemic. 3 at Rajmalai.
Ashy Woodswallow Artamus fuscus Several at Periyar, Bird’s Lagoon, and at

Thattakad.
Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus 1 at Tamil Nadu dam.
Malabar Woodshrike Tephrodornis sylvicola Endemic. A few at Thattakad and Periyar.
[Common Woodshrike Tephrodornis pondicerianus 2008:- 1 on Tamil Nadu plains.]
Large Cuckooshrike Coracina macei 2 at Thattakad, 1 at Periyar.
[Black-headed Cuckooshrike Coracina melanoptera 2008:- A female at Munnar, a few at 

Periyar.]
Orange Minivet Pericrocotus flammeus Endemic. Widespread and rather common.

Seen on 6 days.
[Rosy Minivet Pericrocotus roseus 2008:- A pair at Periyar was a surprising 

and important record.]
Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus A few at Periyar and Munnar.
Grey-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus priocephalus Endemic. Thattakad.
Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus Widespread and locally common.
Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer Widespread and reasonably common. 
Flame-throated Bulbul Pycnonotus gularis Endemic. Thattakad, first waterfall en route 

to Munnar, and Tamil Nadu dam. Split 
from Black-crested Bulbul, P.melanicterus.

Yellow-browed Bulbul Iole indica Endemic. Small numbers at Periyar and
Thattakad.

Square-tailed Black Bulbul Hypsipetes ganeesa Endemic. Rather common in the Munnar 
area, also Gavi.

Common Iora Aegithina tiphia 2 at Bird’s Lagoon and c.4 at Periyar.
Gold-fronted Leafbird Chloropsis aurifrons Thattakad and Periyar.
Asian Fairy Bluebird Irena puella Thattakad, and locally common at Periyar.
Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus Widespread in small numbers.
Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach erythronotus group Several in the Munnar area.
[Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea 2008:- On one day at Periyar.]
Asian Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi Only 1 this year, a white morph male at 

Munnar.
White-bellied Blue Robin Myiomela albiventris Endemic. 3 at Rajmalai. Previously known 

as White-bellied Shortwing. 
Indian Blue Robin Luscinia brunnea 2 males at Munnar.
Malabar Whistling Thrush Myiophoneus horsfieldii Endemic. Several at Munnar.
Orange-headed Thrush Zoothera citrina 2 at Thattakad, 6 at Periyar.
Indian Blackbird Turdus simillimus Munnar area.
Oriental Magpie Robin Copsychus saularis Widespread in small numbers.
Indian Black Robin Saxicoloides fulicatus A pair and a male on Tamil Nadu plains.
Pied Bushchat Saxicola caprata Munnar, Tamil Nadu and tea plantations.

Locally common.
Blue-headed Rock Thrush Monticola cinclorhynchus A male at Munnar (PC and SK).
Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa dauurica 1+ at Thattakad.
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Brown-breasted Flycatcher Muscicapa muttui 2+ at Thattakad, 1 at Periyar, 1 at Tamil 
Nadu dam.

Rusty-tailed Flycatcher Muscicapa ruficauda A total of 3 at Periyar.
White-bellied Blue Flycatcher Muscicapa pallipes Endemic. 2 pairs at Periyar.
[Verditer Flycatcher Eumyias thalassinus 2008:- A male at Tamil Nadu dam.]
Nilgiri Flycatcher Eumyias albicaudatus Endemic. Several in the Munnar area, and 

a male at Gavi.
[Black-and-Orange Flycatcher Ficedula nigrorufa Endemic. Usually in the Munnar area. Not 

seen in 2008 or 2009.]
Blue-throated Flycatcher Cyornis rubeculoides 1 at Periyar.
Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher Cyornis tickelliae On 2 days at Periyar.
Grey-headed Flycatcher Culicapa ceylonensis A few in Munnar area, and Gavi.
Wynaad Laughingthrush Dryonastes delesserti Endemic. One flock at Gavi.
Kerala Laughingthrush Trochalopteron fairbanki Endemic. Not uncommon and rather tame

in Munnar area. 
Dark-fronted Babbler Rhopocichla atriceps Endemic. Munnar and Gavi.
Tawny-bellied Babbler Dumetia hyperythra 1 at Gavi 2009.
Large Grey Babbler Turdoides malcolmi One flock on Tamil Nadu plains.
Jungle Babbler Turdoides striata Numerous at Periyar and Thattakad.
Indian Rufous Babbler Turdoides subrufa Endemic. Tamil Nadu dam.
Yellow-billed Babbler Turdoides affinis Endemic. Thattakad, and several on Tamil

Nadu plains.
Indian Scimitar-babbler Pomatorhinus [schisticeps] Endemic. A few at Munnar and Periyar. 

    horsfieldii
Brown-cheeked Fulvetta Alcippe poioicephala A few at Munnar and Periyar.
Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis Heard over paddies near Kumily. Also in 

paddies at Kumarakom.
Grey-breasted Prinia Prinia hodgsonii Periyar.
Plain Prinia Prinia inornata Rajmalai, Tamil Nadu and Backwaters.
Ashy Prinia Prinia socialis Munnar and Periyar.
[Jungle Prinia Prinia sylvatica 1 on Tamil Nadu plains, 2008.]
Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius Bird’s Lagoon and Periyar.
Indian Broad-tailed Grass-warbler Schoenicola platyurus Endemic. 1 at Rajmalai.
Thick-billed Warbler Acrocephalus aedon 1 near Thattakad, 1 at Periyar, 2009.
[Indian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus brunnescens 1 on Backwaters, 2008.]
Blyth’s Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum 1 at Munnar, 1 at Periyar.
Syke’s Warbler Hippolais rama Tamil Nadu plains, in Tamarind trees.
[Tickell’s Leaf-warbler Phlloscopus affinis 1 at Thattakad, 2008.] 
Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides Widespread in small numbers.

    viridanus
Bright-green Warbler Phylloscopus nitidus A few records. Tri-syllabic calls.
Large-billed Leaf-warbler Phylloscopus magnirostris Scattered records.
Great Tit Parus major Scattered records at Periyar, Munnar and 

Thattakad.
Indian Yellow Tit Parus aplonotus Endemic. A few at Munnar.
Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis Several with mixed flocks at Thattakad, 

Munnar, and Periyar.
[Thick-billed Flowerpecker Dicaeum agile Noted on 2 days, 2008.]
[Pale-billed Flowerpecker Dicaeum erythrorhynchos 1 at Tamil Nadu dam, 2008.]
Nilgiri Flowerpecker Dicaeum concolor Endemic. Widespread in small numbers.
Purple-rumped Sunbird Leptocoma zeylonica Widespread in small numbers.
Small Sunbird Leptocoma minima Endemic. Only at Gavi this year.
Loten’s Sunbird Cinnyris lotenius Endemic. A few at Periyar.
Purple Sunbird Cinnyris asiaticus Tamil Nadu plains, and Periyar.
Little Spiderhunter Arachnothera longirostra Thattakad and Gavi.
Oriental White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus Common in Munnar area, also Periyar.
House Sparrow Passer domesticus Scattered town records.
Chestnut-shouldered Petronia Petronia xanthocollis A pair on Tamil Nadu plains, and a female 

near Gavi.
Baya Weaver Ploceus phillippinus Several on Backwaters.
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White-rumped Munia Lonchura striata Bird’s Lagoon and Munnar.
[Black-throated Munia Lonchura kelaarti Endemic. 2008:- Bird’s Lagoon and Tamil

Nadu.]
[Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata 2008:- Periyar, nesting in dead trees in lake, 

and Tamil Nadu plains.]
Tricoloured Munia Lonchura malacca A few on Backwaters.
Indian Golden Oriole Oriolus kundoo A male and a female at Periyar.
Black-naped Oriole Oriolus chinensis Several at Thattakad, 1 at Periyar.
Black-hooded Oriole Oriolus xanthornus Scattered records.
Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus Widespread and common.
Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus Widespread and reasonably common in 

forests.
Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus A few at Periyar.
[Spangled Drongo Dicrurus hottentotus 2008:- 1 on Tamil Nadu plains was a 

surprising record.]
Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus Widespread and common in forests.
Grey-headed Starling Sturnia malbarica A few at Thattakad.
Malabar White-headed Starling Sturnia blythii Endemic. A few at Thattakad and Periyar.
[Rosy Starling Sturnus roseus 2008:- An immature in one Backwaters 

village.]
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis Widespread and common.
Jungle Myna Acridotheres fuscus Widespread and reasonably common.
Lesser Hill Myna Gracula indica Endemic. Widespread and locally common 

in forests.
Rufous Treepie Dendrocitta vagabunda Widespread in small numbers.
White-bellied Treepie Dendrocitta leucogastra Endemic. Several at Periyar and Thattakad.
House Crow Corvus splendens Widespread and locally abundant.
Large-billed Crow Corvus macrorhynchos Widespread and common. 
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Systematic List Number 3 Butterflies

Much of the nomenclature and taxonomy for this list was taken from Wynter-Blyth’s 
‘Butterflies of the Indian Region’ which was published in 1957 and thus most of it is out of 
date! Species seen in 2008 but not 2009 are put in square brackets. Species seen this year but not 
recorded in 2008 are annotated 2009.

Papilionidae
Tailed Jay Graphium agamemnon Widespread in small numbers.
Common Bluebottle Graphium sarpedon Widespread in small numbers, mainly Munnar.
The Lime Papilio demoleus Widespread and reasonably common.
Paris Peacock Papilio paris Several at Thattakad and Periyar
Malabar Raven Papilio dravidarum Endemic. 3+ at Thattakad.
Red Helen Papilio helenus Widespread in small numbers, with most at Periyar.
Malabar Banded Swallowtail Papilio liomedon Endemic. 1 at Thattakad.
Blue Mormon Papilio polymnestor Widespread in small numbers.
Common Mormon Papilio polytes Only at Thattakad this year.
Crimson Rose Atraphaneura hector Scarce this year, scattered records.
Common Rose Atraphaneura Scattered records.

    aristolochiae
Malabar Rose Atraphaneura jophon A few at Thattakad and Tamil Nadu dam.
Common Birdwing Troides helena Scarce this year. 1 at Periyar, 5+ at Tamil Nadu 

dam.

Danaidae
[Tree Nymph Idea lynceus 1 at Periyar, 2008.]
Glassy Tiger Parantica aglea A few at Periyar.
Nilgiri Tiger Parantica nilgiriensis Endemic. Several in Munnar area. 
Blue Glassy Tiger Tirumala limniace Scattered records.
Dark Blue Tiger Tirumala septentrionis Widespread and locally common.
Plain Tiger Danaus chrysippus Widespread and reasonably common.
Common Tiger Danaus genutia Very scarce, Thattakad and Backwaters.
Common Indian Crow Euploea core Widespread and common.

Nymphalidae
Satyrinae
Common Evening Brown Melanitis leda A few at Periyar, also Bird’s Lagoon and 

Backwaters.
Dark Evening Brown Melanitis phedima On three days at Periyar.
Common Treebrown Lethe rohria 2 at Periyar.
Bamboo Treebrown Lethe europa Thattakad, 2009.
[Tamil Treebrown Lethe drypetis 1 at Rajmalai, 2008.]
Palni Four-ring Ypthima ypthimoides Endemic. A few at Rajmalai, 2009.
[White Fourring Ypthima ceylonica A total of 3 at Periyar, 2008.]
Common Fourring Ypthima hubneri Widespread.
Jewel Fourring Ypthima avanta Several in Munnar area, 2009.
Common Fivering Ypthima baldus Several at Periyar.
Tamil Cat’s-eye Zipoetis saitis Endemic. Several at Periyar, 2009.
Common Bushbrown Mycalesis perseus 1 at Periyar, 2009.
Dark-brand Bushbrown Mycalesis mineus Thattakad and Periyar.
Gladeye Bushbrown Mycalesis patnia Several at Periyar.
White-bar Bushbrown Mycalesis anaxias Munnar and Periyar.
Long-brand Bushbrown Mycalesis visala 1 at Thattakad, 2009.
Red-disc Bushbrown Mycalesis oculus Endemic. Several in Munnar area.

Orsotriaena medus A few at Thattakad.
Common Palmfly Elymnias hypermnestra 2 at Periyar 2009.
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Nymphalinae
Black Rajah Charaxes solon 1 on Tamil Nadu plains, 2009.
The Clipper Parthenos sylvia Only at a waterfall on the way to Munnar.
The Cruiser Vindula erota 1 at Periyar.
The Baron Euthalia aconthea 1 at Munnar, 2009.
Grey Count Euthalia lepidea 1 at Thattakad, 2009.
The Rustic Cupha erymanthis A few at Periyar and Thattakad.
[Indian Fritillary Argynnis hyperbius A male at Munnar, 2008.]
Common Leopard Phalanta phalantha 1 at Bird’s Lagoon, 3 at Periyar.
The Commander Moduza procris 2 at Thattakad.
Blue Admiral Kaniska canace 1 at Munnar 2009.
Indian Red Admiral Vanessa indica 4 in Munnar area 2009.
Common Sergeant Athyma perius A male at Tamil Nadu dam.
Common Sailor Neptis hylas Widespread and locally not uncommon.
Chestnut-streaked Sailor Neptis jumbah 1 at Munnar.
Yellowjack Sailor Neptis viraja 3 at Thattakad.
[Common Map Cyrestis thyodamus 2 at Tamil Nadu dam, 2008.]
Common Castor Ariadne merione Cardamon County Hotel.
Tamil Yeoman Cirrochroa thais Thattakad and Periyar.
Tamil Lacewing Cethosia nietneri 1 at Periyar.
Danaid Eggfly Hypolimnas misippus A male at Bird’s Lagoon.
Great Eggfly Hypolimnas bolina Scattered records of both sexes.
Chocolate Soldier Precis iphita Thattakad, Munnar and Periyar, reasonably 

common.
Peacock Pansy Precis almana Bird’s Lagoon.
Grey Pansy Precis atlites Thattakad and Backwaters.
Lemon Pansy Precis lemonias A few in Periyar area.

Pieridae
[Small Salmon Arab Colotis amata 5+ on Tamil Nadu plains, 2008.]
[Plain Orange-tip Colotis eucharis 5+ on Tamil Nadu plains, 2008.]
[Great Orange-tip Hebomoia glaucippe Journey to Periyar, and Tamil Nadu plains, 2008.]
Common Grass Yellow Eurema hecabe Widespread and common.
Small Grass Yellow Eurema brigitta Tamil Nadu plains and Periyar.
Three-spot Grass Yellow Eurema blanda Scattered records.
[One-spot Grass Yellow Eurema andersonii Between Munnar and Periyar, 2008.]
Spotless Grass Yellow Eurema laeta Scattered records.
Nilgiri Grass Yellow Eurema nilgiriensis Endemic. Several in Munnar area.
The Pioneer Belenois aurota 1 on Tamil Nadu plains 2009.
Common Gull Cepora nerissa Bird’s Lagoon.
Lesser Gull Cepora nadina 1 at Gavi 2009.
Lemon Emigrant Catopsilia pomona Widespread and reasonably common.
Mottled Emigrant Catopsilia pyranthe Widespread and reasonably common.
Common Jezebel Delias eucharis A few records, Periyar.
[Common Wanderer Valeria valeria A male at rest stop between Periyar and 

Kumarakom, 2008.]
Pysche Leptosia nina Scarce, Thattakad, Periyar and Backwaters.
Common Albatross Appias albina Widespread and reasonably common.
Chocolate Albatross Appias lyncida 1 at Gavi.
[Striped Albatross Appias libythea Bird’s Lagoon, 2008.]
Plain Puffin Appias indra 1 at Periyar.
Indian Cabbage White Pieris canidia Rather common in Munnar area.

Lycaenidae
N.B. Lycaenids were inexplicably more or less absent this year, both in terms of numbers of 
species and of individuals of the few species that we did see. It is worth noting that this was the 
case on several other tropical trips this year, on all continents.
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[Apefly Spalgis epeus 1 at the spice garden near Kumily, 2008.]
[Plumbeous Silverline Spindasis schistacea 1 on Tamil Nadu plains, 2008.]
Pointed Ciliate Blue Anthene lycaenina 1 at Thattakad.
[Dingy Lineblue Petrelaia dana 1 at Periyar, 2008.]
[Opaque 6-line Blue Nacaduba beroe 3 at Periyar, 2008.]
Common Lineblue Prosotas nora A few at Thattakad.
[Tailless Linelue Prosotas dubiosa Numerous at Thattakad, 2008.]
Common Caerulean Jamides celeno Thattakad.
[Forget-me-not Catochrysops strabo 2 on Tamil Nadu plains, 2008.]
Long-tailed Blue Lampides boeticus 1 at Rajmalai.
[Common Pierrot Castalius rosimon Thattakad, 2008.]
Banded Blue Pierrot Castalius ethion A few at Thattakad.
[Angled Pierrot Caleta caleta 1 at Thattakad, 2008.]
Pale Grass Blue Zizeeria maha 1 at Periyar 2009.
[Lesser Grass Blue Zizina otis Tamil Nadu and Thattakad, 2008.]
Tiny Grass Blue Zizula hylax 1 at Periyar.
Red Pierrot Talicada nyseus 2 at Periyar.
[White Hedge Blue Lycaenopsis akasa Several in Munnar area, 2008.]
[Common Hedge Blue Lycaenopsis puspa 1 at Periyar, 2008.]
The Quaker Neopithecops zalmora Several at Thattakad.
[Gram Blue Euchrysops cnejus Lunch stop on way to Periyar, 2008.]
[Small Cupid Euchrysops contracta Tamil Nadu, 2008.]

Libytheidae
[Club Beak Libythea myrrha A few at Periyar, 2008.]

Hesperidae
Common Banded Awl Hasora chromus 1 at Periyar 2009.
[Common Awl Hasora badra Kumarakom, 2008.]
Brown Awl Badamia exclamationis 1 at Periyar.
[Common Spotted Flat Celaenorrhinus leucocera 1 at Tamil Nadu dam, 2008.]
[Tamil Spotted Flat Celaenorrhinus ruficornis 1 at Periyar, 2008.]
Ceylon Snow Flat Tagiades japetus 1 at Thatakad 2009.
Suffused Snow Flat Tagiades obscurus 1 on Backwaters 2009.
Water Snow Flat Tagiades litigiosa 1 at Periyar.
Fulvous Pied Flat Coladenia dan Scattered records.
Common Small Flat Sarangesa dasahara 1 at Thattakad.
[Indian Skipper Spialia galba 3 on Tamil Nadu plains, 2008.]
Scrub Hopper species Aeromachus sp. Munnar area.
[Bush Hopper Ampittia dioscorides 1 at Thattakad, 1 at Kumarakom, 2008.]
[Madras Ace Thoressa honorei Endemic. A male at Tamil Nadu dam, 2008.]
Chestnut Bob Iambrix salsala Scattered records.
The Coon Sancus pulligo 1 at Periyar.
Restricted Demon Notocrypta curvifascia 4 at Periyar.
Grass Demon Udaspes folus 2 at Thattakad 2009.
[Indian Palm Bob Suastus gremius 1 at Kumarokom, 2008.]
Hedge Hopper Baracus vittatus 1 at Gavi 2009.
Giant Red-eye Gangara thyrsis 1 at Kumarakom 2009.
[Common Grass Dart Taractrocera maevius 1 at Munnar, 2008.]
Tamil Grass Dart Taractrocera ceramus 1 at Gavi.
Common Dart Potanthus pseudomaesa Munnar area.
Dart species Potanthus sp. Gavi, nomenclature confused.
[Straight Swift Parnara guttatus 1 on Tamil Nadu plains, 2008.]
Swift species Unidentified species at various sites.
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Systematic List Number 4       Amphibians and Reptiles

[Caecilian species Ichthyophis malabarensis Second shola at Munnar. For some of us the most
significant find of the trip. Very little information
available on these little seen animals. From that I 
have been able to find this seems the most likely 
species. Uniform slate grey, c.50 cm long when 
stretched. Shed tail when I tried to handle it, body 
then remaining motionless whilst tail continued to 
squirm presumably as a very effective predator 
distraction. 2008]

Common Indian Toad Bufo melanostictus A few at Periyar.
[Ridge Toad Bufo parietalis 1 in second shola near Munnar, 2008.]
Skittering Frog Euphylctis cyanophylctis Bird’s Lagoon, and Periyar.
[Indian Bullfrog Hoplobatrachus tigerinus A few near Bird’s Lagoon, 2008.]
[Fungoid Frog Rana malabarica Just one in forest at Periyar, 2008.]
Bicoloured Frog Rana curtipes A few in forest at Periyar.
Golden Frog Rana aurantiaca 2 very small at Periyar
Bronze Frog Rana temporalis 1 at Bird’s Lagoon, 1 near Munnar, 1 at Periyar. 

2009.
[Leith’s Leaping Frog Indirana leithii Thattakad, 2008.]
Cricket Frog Fejervarya limnocharis Thattakad and Periyar.
Kerala Warty Frog Fejervarya keralensis Periyar
Variable Bush Frog  Philautus variabilis Small brown bush frog with white markings, 

pustulate, Tall Trees, 2009. Fits this species well,
but nomeclature may now be incorrect. 

[Yellow Tree Frog Polypedates pseudocruciger  2 at Periyar, 2008.]
Indian Pond Terrapin Melanochelys trijuga Periyar, and on the Backwaters.
Southern House Gecko  Hemidactylus frenatus Around habitation at Bird’s Lagoon and Periyar, and 

on the houseboats.
Day Gecko Cnemaspis littoralis Thattakad, Periyar, Kumarokom etc. Small arboreal

diurnal forest gecko. Chase laser pen beam. Possibly
more than one species seen.

Common Garden Lizard Calotes versicolor Bird’s Lagoon, Tamil Nadu, and Backwaters 
villages.

Southern Green Calotes Calotes calotes Tamil Nadu plains. Thattakad.
Roux’s Forest Lizard Calotes rouxii Thattakad. 
[Elliot’s Forest Lizard Calotes ellioti 1 on tree trunk at dragonfly channel, rest stop en 

route to Periyar, 2008.]
Flying Lizard Draco dussumieri Bird’s Lagoon, first waterfall en route to Munnar, 

and tea stop en route to Kumarakom.
[Anaimalai Salea Salea anamalayana 1 at second shola at Munnar was one of the trip

highlights, 2008.]
[Indian Chamaeleon Chamaeleo zeylanicus 1 on Tamil Nadu plains was another highlight. 

2008.]
Common Skink Mabuya carinata Scattered records, e.g. Thattakad.
Snake Skink Lygosoma punctatus Scattered records. Young animals have red tail.
[Green Vine Snake Ahaetulla prasina Thattakad, superb! 2008.]
Common Ratsnake Ptyas mucosus A large individual on the Backwaters. Took to the

water. Also a large shed skin at Munnar, 2008. 
Periyar 2009, a very large snake seen briefly, 
probably this species.

Olivaceous Keelback Atretium schistosum 1 in water at Periyar, with Indian Pond Terrapin. 
Also probably this species in water at Kumarakom 
reserve.

Chequered Keelback Xenochrophis piscator Several on the backwaters, all swimming.
[Spectacled Cobra Naja naja A large shed skin at Munnar. 2008.]
Black Slender Coral Snake Calliophis nigrescens A small black and red striped individual in forest at

Periyar, 2009.
Large-scaled Pit Viper Trimeresurus macrolepis 1 at Rajmalai 2009. Superb.
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Systematic List Number 5       Odonata
Rhinocypha bisignata Several of this very attractive species at rest 

stop en route to Periyar.
Clear-winged Forest Glory Vestalis gracilis submontana A few near Tamil Nadu dam, and Periyar
Stream Glory Neurobasis chinensis Waterfalls en route to Munnar.
Pygmy Midget Agriocnemis keralensis Periyar.

Ceriagrion rubiae 1 at Periyar.
Painted Waxtail Ceriagrion cerinorubellum Backwaters. Beautiful.
Yellow Waxtail Ceriagrion coromandelianum Small quarry pool in Tamil Nadu
Blue Sprite Pseudagrion microcephalum Widespread in lowlands
Common Bluetail Ischnura senegalensis Channel at rest stop on way to Periyar.
Dawn Bluetail Ischnura aurora Tamil Nadu quarry pool.
Rapacious Flangetail Ictinogomphus rapax Scattered records, e.g. Bird’s Lagoon.  
Fiery Emperor Anax immaculifrons A pair at rest stop channel on way to 

Periyar, 2008.
Elephant Emperor Anax indicus Bird’s Lagoon and Tamil Nadu 2008. 

Periyar 2009.
Long-tailed Dusk Hawker Zyxomma petiolatum Periyar and Backwaters.
Asian Pintail Acisoma panorpoides Lowlands, e.g. Tamil Nadu.
Green Skimmer Orthetrum sabina Widespread. 

Orthetrum glaucum Thattakad.
Marsh Skimmer Orthetrum luzonicum Bird’s Lagoon and Tamil Nadu.
Pink Skimmer Orthetrum pruinosum Widespread.
Spine-tufted Skimmer Orthetrum chrysis Widespread. 
Variable Flutterer Rhyothemis variegata Widespread and locally numerous, as on 

Backwaters. 
Sociable Glider Tramea limbata Tamil Nadu and Backwaters.
Red-veined Glider Tramea basilaris Bird’s Lagoon and Tamil Nadu.
Black Velvet-wing Neurothemis tullia Periyar and Thattakad. 
Forest Skimmer Neurothemis fulvia Bird’s Lagoon.
Asian Groundling Brachythemis contaminata Tamil Nadu quarry pool.
Blue Percher Diplacodes trivialis Tamil Nadu. 
Crimson Dropwing Trithemis aurora Widespread. 
Indigo Dropwing Trithemis festiva Bird’s Lagoon, channel at rest stop en route 

to Periyar, and at Periyar.
Dancing Dropwing Trithemis pallidinervis Thattakad.
Elusive Adjutant Aethriamanta brevipennis Lunch stop on way to Periyar.

Brachydiplax chalybea Scattered records.
Spine-legged Redbolt Rhodothemis rufa Bird’s Lagoon and Backwaters.
Blue Pursuer Potamarcha congener Tamil Nadu. Thattakad.
Globe Skimmer Pantala flavescens Widespread and abundant this year.
Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombei Backwaters etc.
Evening Skimmer Tholymis tillarga Backwaters.
Emerald Cascader Zygonyx iris Waterfalls en route to Munnar. 
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Brief notes on a few of the flowers.

Dicotyledons

Acanthaceae
Andrographis paniculata. Creat. 
Justicia procumbens. Common Small Justicia. Small annual herb with pink flowers. Munnar.
Ruellia tuberosa. Wayside Tuberose. Backwaters. 
Strobilanthes kunthiana. Rajmalai, dominant on upper slopes. Flowers in profusion every 12 years or so? Always a 
few in flower however.
Thunbergia alata. Black-eyed Susan Vine.

Amaranthaceae
Celosia argentea. Silver Spiked Cockscomb. Pale pink spikes. Rajmalai.

Asclepiadaceae
Asclepias curassavica. Milkweed. Red and orange flowers. Periyar.
Calotropis gigantea. Giant Milkweed. Greyish green leaves, with latex. Purple flowers. Tamil Nadu plains.
Cryptostegia grandiflora. Purple Trumpet. From Africa.
Ceropegia sp. Flytrap sp. In flower on Tamil Nadu plains.

Asteraceae
Ageratum conyzoides. Goat Weed. An abundant weed.
Chromolaena odorata. Common Floss Flower. Like Ageratum. Also very common.
Tithonia diversifolia. Mexican Sunflower. Abundant, large yellow flowers. Originates from Mexico.
Tridax procumbens. Coat Buttons. A weedy composite from Central America.
Gynura cusimbua. Hill Gynura. Orange flowered herb. Rajmalai.
Parthenium hysterophorus. Congress Grass. Small white flowers. Aggressive invader from North America.
Vernonia cinerea. Ash Fleabane. Very common.

Balsaminaceae
Impatiens acaulis. Rock Balsam. Bright pink. Waterfalls in Cardamom Hills, and Munnar area.
Impatiens balsamina. Common Balsam. Succulent annual with pink flowers. 
Impatiens spp. Several seen were unidentified.

Boraginaceae
Heliotropium indicum. Periyar.
Trichodesma indicum. Indian Borage. Tamil Nadu plains.
Cynoglossum sp. Periyar.

Convolvulaceae
Ipomoea cairica. Railway Glory. Pink flowers and palmate leaves.
Ipomoea carnea. Hedge Glory. Pink flowers and cordate leaves.
Ipomoea hederifolia. Red Star Glory. A garden escape.
Ipomoea nil. Blue Dawn Glory. Common around Munnar.
Ipomoea pes-caprae. Goat’s Foot Glory. Thattapaly Beach.
Ipomoea obscura. Lesser Glory. A yellow morning glory.
Ipomoea sp. A very attractive blue flowered species on east slope of hills in Tamil Nadu.
Cuscuta reflexa. Common Dodder. On bushes.

Cucurbitaceae
Trichosanthes cucumerina. Vine with white fringed flowers.
Coccinea grandis. Ivy Gourd. A vine with white flowers.

Ericaceae
Rhododendron nilgiricum. Munnar.
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Euphorbiaceae
Euphorbia heterophylla. A spurge with red or white flashes on upper leaves. Roadsides.
Euphorbia rothiana. Common Hill Spurge. Possibly this species around Munnar.

Fabaceae
Crotalaria leschenaultii. Greater Rattle Pod. Spikes of large yellow flowers. Rajmalai.
Crotalaria retusa. Common Rattle Pod.
Clitoria ternatea. Butterfly Bean. Purple. Tamil Nadu plains etc.
Canavalia gladiata. Common Swordbean. Pink heads of flowers. 
Cassia alata. Candle Cassia. Bush with striking yellow flower spikes.
Cassia sophera. Senna Cassia.
Cassia tora. Pot Cassia. Single yellow flowers.
Mimosa pudica. Sensitive Plant, common.
Tephrosia purpurea. Common Tephrosia. Perennial herb with spikes of pink flowers.

Gentianaceae
Exacum sp. Munnar.

Labiatae
Leonotis nepetifolia. Lion’s Ear.
Leucas aspera. Common Leucas. White flowers. Widespread.

Loranthaceae
Dendropthoe falcata. A mistletoe. Tubular red and yellow flowers. Widespread.

Malvaceae
Kosteletzkya vitifolia. Grape-leaved Mallow. Yellow flowers with brown/purple centre.
Abutilon indicum. Country Mallow. Small yellow flowers.
Urena lobata. Common Purple Mallow. Flowers 1.5cm, pink.
Sida acuta. Common Sida. 
Sida rhombifolia. Angled Sida.

Melastomataceae
Melastoma malabathricum. Shrub with showy pink flowers. Malabar Blackmouth.
Osbeckia spp. Munnar area.

Menyanthaceae
Nymphoides hydrophylla. Crested Snowflakes. Aquatic, white flowers.

Nelumbonaceae
Nelumbo nucifera. Indian Lotus. Locally abundant.

Nymphaeaceae
Nymphaea pubescens. Common Water Lily. Locally abundant.

Oxalidaceae
Biophytum sensitivum. Little Tree Plant. Annual herb with pinnate leaves and regular yellow flowers. Thattakad etc.
Oxalis corniculata. Common Sorrel.

Papaveraceae
Argemone mexicana. Mexican Poppy. Prickly alien with yellow flowers.

Passifloraceae
Passiflora foetida. Common Passion Flower. Backwaters.

Polygonaceae
Polygonum glabrum. Common Marsh Buckwheat. Similar to P.persicaria.
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Rubiaceae
Ixora coccinea. Shrub with red four-petalled flowers. Rubiaceae.
Mussaenda glabrata. Dhobi’s Kerchief. Red flowers and large white bracts. Common at Rajmalai.

Scrophulariaceae
Torenia fournieri. Bluewings. Bird’s Lagoon.

Solanaceae
Datura metel. Thorn Apple.
Datura suaveolens. Angel’s Trumpet. Numerous at Munnar.
Solanum anguivi. Common Indian Nightshade. Roadsides.
Solanum surattense. Yellow-berried Nightshade. Branches and leaves spined. Purple flowers.

Sterculiaceae
Helicteres isora. Screw Fruit Bush. Red flowers fade to dull bluish grey. Shrub or small tree. Common in forest at
                           Thattakad, attractive to sunbirds and flowerpeckers. 

Thymeleaceae
Gnidia eriocephalus. Fish-poison Bush. Widespread in forests.

Tiliaceae
Triumfetta rhomboidea. Common Burbush. 

Verbenaceae
Clerodendrum indicum. Turk’s Turban. Backwaters. Verbenaceae.
Clerodendrum viscosum. Hill Clerodendrum. Periyar.
Lantana camara. Widespread and common.
Stachytarpheta jamaicensis. Slender purple spikes of flowers.

Zygophyllaceae
Tribulus terrestris. Maltese Cross. Tamil Nadu plains.

Monocotyledons

Cannaceae
Canna indica. Indian Shot.

Commelinaceae
Commelina benghalensis. Three blue petals, one smaller than the other two.
Cyanotis spp. Cat’s Ears.

Hypoxidaceae
Curculigo orchioides. Yellow Ground Star. Thattakad.

Liliaceae
Asparagus racemosus. Spiny Asparagus. Munnar area. Near Tamil Nadu dam.
Gloriosa superba. Glory Lily. Thattakad.

Orchidaceae
Satyrium nepalense. Pink flowered terrestrial species. Rajmalai.
Other orchids remain to be identified and include:

a) Robust yellow flowered terrestrial species, Rajmalai.
b) Small yellow flowered epiphyte, Munnar shola 2.
c) Epiphyte with long sprays of small whitish flowers, Munnar shola 2. A species of Oberonia.
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Pontederiaceae
Eichhornia crassipes. Water Hyacinth. Choking waterways and wetlands.
Monochoria vaginalis. Lesser Water Hyacinth. Possibly this species in quarry pool in Tamil Nadu.

Zingiberaceae
Costus speciosus. Spiral Ginger. Widespread.
Hitchenia caulina. Indian Arrowroot.


