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The Nyika & Kipengere Plateaux
A Greentours Trip Report
23rd January – 8th February 2019
Led by Rosalind Salter & Claire Bracebridge
Day 1 – Iringa and Kisolanza farm
Rondi met the group at Iringa airport arriving on a 12-seater Cessna from Dar es Salaam. Even before
touchdown Peter had identified the tall white orchid Satyrium trinerve along the runway. We headed
into town for a coffee and brownie/cinnamon bun on the balcony at Neema Crafts & Café before
heading on to Kisolanza farm.
After a reliably delicious lunch and a short rest for those who needed it, we found our second orchid
of the trip Disperis reichenbachiana, located in leaf litter near the cottages. From here we walked
down to the reservoir, where at least half a dozen blacked headed herons were perched in trees
around the water’s edge, and we saw the resident Dabchick, Lesser jacana, Common and Red-knobbed
coots. Sadly there was no sign of the Cape clawless otter. However, we came across nice flowers
including Gladilous dalenii, another S. trinerve and a Dissotis sp. Within the farm gardens, we found
Klaas’s cuckoo, Variable sunbird, Barn swallow, Pin-tailed whydah and Bronze mannikin.
Day 2 – Kisolanza farm to Igumbilo Farm
Early morning birding around the gardens was followed by a beautiful platter of fresh fruit and a fry
up before departing for our next destination Igumbilo Farm, located in the uplands of the south-west
corner of Mpanga-Kipengere Game Reserve. After an hour we stopped at Sao Hill marsh - a favourite
orchid stop. Here we added another 11 orchids to our list including Habenaria gonatosiphon, Satyrium
buchananni, S. elongatum, Platcoryne pervellei and Liparis nervosa.
We left the main Dar-Mbeya artery and headed south towards Njombe stopping for lunch on the edge
of another marsh bordering the Kibena tea estate. We watched fishermen in dugouts fishing for small
tilapia and enjoyed good views of African marsh harrier and African jacana.
On arriving at Njombe we turned off opposite a lovely waterfall and on to a dirt road undergoing some
‘improvements’ which slowed our progress westwards towards Igumbilo Farm. The final push involved
a rather steep hill with a dirt road carved out of the mountain side. To ascend this needed to be done
following strict instructions from the farm owner. Needless to say, the Driver thought he knew better
and we failed to ascend the hill first time. We all got out and sent the Driver back down the hill to try
again as we continued to ascend by foot
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The farm is remote and beautiful, set in 4000 acres of grassland at 2500-2800m, bordering MpangaKipengere Game Reserve. It was an exciting privilege to be the first ‘tourists’ to stay here and Joyce
was there to welcome us in to their home (David had been delayed stocking up on resupplies due to
unforeseen bureaucratic issues in Iringa). After taking some time to soak up the breathtaking views
and wonderful sense of space and peace, we were served a delicious dinner and retired to bed.
Day 3 – Igumbilo Farm
We awoke to a beautiful clear day and morning birding needed no more effort than 10 steps with a
cuppa in hand. A pine tree in the garden was the focus with visitors including Slender-billed starling,
Uhehe fiscal shrike, Willow warbler, Eastern double-collared sunbird, and Bachlefect weaver.
Given the glorious weather we headed straight for the ridge tops to maximise on the views across the
Game Reserve. The car was less keen (suffering from power issues) but with a bit of zigzagging and
walking, we made it. A pair of majestic Black-chested snake eagles soared overhead and we watched
an Augur buzzard being mobbed by a White-napped raven. We also got distant sightings of Bush duiker
and Steinbuck.
We paused in areas of grassland, where the colourful floral display revealed itself to be filled with
hundreds upon hundreds of orchids including Satyrium sceptrum, S. neglectum, Habenaria macrura,
H. cornuta, H. praestans and Disa satyriopsis. On the way down we followed a flock of 40+ female
Montane marsh widowbirds.

After lunch we ambled over to a wetland where we found the giant Lobelia mildbraedii, bright pink
Satyrium crassicaule and a gorgeous little purple Aster sp. We then wandered up hill in a search for
Disa fragrans, sadly in vain….
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The stars were incredible that evening, a sky full of celestial wonder, although it was difficult to leave
the cosiness of the open fire to go and have a look!
Day 4 – Igumbilo Farm
Our focus for the day was to find the Scarlet-tufted sunbird, located over the near ridge in a some
Protea welwitschii scrub. On reaching the ridge we were enticed out by a beautiful display of Moraea
tanzanica and M. callista (Rondi’s favourite) to be drawn in further by endless new and unusual species
(identifications tbc). The hill side was covered in white and frilly Dianthus zeyheri subsp. zeyheri, and
in amongst this other gems such as Disa satyriopsis, Disa saxicola, Habenaria lithophila Crassula
vaginata x alba and Vernonia sp. (a deep purple). Damp patches just down from the ridge were filled
with Disa erubescens var. erubescens, Xyris obscura., Cyanotis sp., Emilia tenera and Wurmbea tenuis.
We finally dragged ourselves onwards and downwards towards the protea patch to immediately find
sunbirds nectaring. Under a lovely specimen of Agarista salicifolia Rondi found a patch of wild mint, a
bunch of which was taken back to Joyce, a lover of herbs, and enjoyed by us later on as fresh tea.
We retreated back to the car, as some heavy showers came in, and headed back for lunch at the house.
A fabulous morning!
After lunch and a small rest, we headed out to explore a small cave on the other side of the valley. On
the way we found a new orchid Satyrium rhynchantoides on the track and many Calanthe sylvatica
leaves under a patch of pine trees. More fertile and disturbed areas around the trees were dominated
by Cynoglossum, Cephalaria, Trifolium and Scenecio spp.
Only Rondi and David entered the cave given its steep and overgrown state but we found at least 2
species of bat which we tentatively identified later as from Pipistrelle and Serotine genera. Further
down the valley we followed a stream to a waterfall where we found Satyrium breve, Wahlenbergia
huttonii, and a new Kniphophia sp. hanging on the rocks by the waterfall. The open grassland was filled
with the clashing colours of Satyrium orchids S. sceptrum, S. Sphaeranthum and S. neglectum.
Late afternoon on our way back to the house Claire arrived, a welcome bringer of extra enthusiasm
and good company. In the evening we headed out in search of frogs and succeeded in finding
Ptychadena udzungwensis. In addition, we detected Cape Serotine Neoromicia capensis and
Pipistrellus sp. using Rondi’s Echo Meter Touch bat detector set to Southern Africa Species Autoidentification. The bats were ducking and diving at amazing speed around the outside of the house.
Day 5 – Igumbilo Farm
Off again up on to the ridge tops via a rocky outcrop (and a good sighting of a Steinbuck) where the
rare Aloe leedalii was in leaf along with Erica kingaensis. Compact Satyrium microcorys was frequent
along the ridge. Just off the ridge tops we entered into a small patch of forest dominated by Erica
aborea welcomed by the lovely call of southern mountain greenbul. Herbaceous species here included
Impatiens leedalii, Scadoxus multiflorus and Viola abyssinica.
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Back on the rocky ridge line, we admired the
small
Protea heckmanniana subsp. heckmanniana,
more
Dianthus zeyheri and eagle-eyed Maggie
spotted
Goetze’s
whistling chameleon
Trioceros goetzei goetzei in amongst the
rocks. This individual demonstrated amply to
us
“chameleon nature” by rapidly disappearing
before our eyes, and it took several minutes
to
relocate it again! At the highest point of the
farm
we paused for lunch – here we found
different species assemblages, again
including Bulbine abyssinica and Lotus
discolour. At this perimeter edge of the farm,
we
overlooked the dramatic and sweeping peaks and valleys of the Game Reserve, emphasising once
again the remoteness of this small corner of Tanzania. Dark clouds gathered in the distance with
hundreds of swallows feeding off insects pushed in front of the rain…
Luckily the rain skirted around us and so we enjoyed a slow walk back down from the ridge through a
stunning meadow of Inula stolzii, Satyrium orchids,
Habearia praestans, Alepidea peduncularis and
Delphinium leyroi. David had left us early for a
meeting about cow sales so it was up to Claire and I
to navigate our way home – which we mostly got
right, bumping our way down a soggy trail into the
valley and back to meet the main track leading to
the house!
The rain caught up with us soon after returning and
so after lunch we got up-to-date with our species
lists and drank tea around the fire. Some of us then
went for an explore along the stream down from the house where we saw some good birds cinnamon
bracken warbler, brown-headed apalis and dark-capped warbler and of course more flowers including
Leonotis sp. unidentified Habenaria njamnjamica.
Day 6 – Igumbilo Farm to Lake Malawi
We were very efficient and departed by 7:25am to make the most of this travel day and allow for some
decent stops. We headed towards Makete town, via a bit of a detour due to road building, but soon
found a lovely patch of orchids down in a dip – species included Satyrium trinerve, S. buchananii, S.
crassicaule, Disa Stolzii, Habenaria sp. 9, along with Impatiens assurgens, Cerpegia papillata. and
Thunbergia alata.
After bypassing Makete we got sight of Mt. Mtori which marks the edge of Kitulo National Park. We
stopped just outside the park within DAFCO land (a government run dairy farm) where we had a very
satisfying time walking through a particularly diverse patch of meadow. In this landscape Geranium
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incanum was dominant with frequent Clematopsis uhehensis,
Delphinium leyroi, Artemesia afra, Alepidia penduncularis,
Cephalaria pungens and orchids Satyrium neglectum, S.

sceptrum, Disa perplexa and Habenaria petitiana. Rarer
species included a purple lipped Silene sp. There were also
some interesting butterflies and moths to be captured on
camera if one was quick enough as they flitted from one flower
to the next.
As the cloud started spilling over the plateau from the steep Livingstone forest escarpment, we started
descending and stopped for lunch overlooking a patch of bamboo forest fringed with the pioneer tree
species Hagenia abyssinica. Hugh pursued a day flying moth Ubaena dolabella, which interestingly
uses the exotic pine Pinus patula as a host plant.
It was potato collection day, which made our decent quite slow with encumbered lorries slowly
navigating the dirt roads, but we still took time to stop again in a patch of montane grassland-forest
mosaic. This area has been overgrazed by goats and cattle but still displayed good diversity.
Blissfully we emerged onto smooth tarmac, en route to Lake Malawi. However, less blissfully, we
crawled along at the far too frequent speed limit of 50 km/hr, which is strictly adhered to due to the
current state of hard-line traffic policing and a fear of fines. On a positive, the views down towards the
lake and up to the Livingstone Mountains were spectacular. On the final approach we passed through
rice paddies where Madagascar bee-eaters lined the power lines along the road side and we got close
views of forest and waterfalls on the steep mountain slopes forming a stunning backdrop to Matema.
We arrived in time for a sundowner beer overlooking the sandy beach of Matema feeling somewhat
warmer than up in the mountains! We briefly got the bat detector out and again detected Cape
serotine and a new species little free-tailed bat Chaerephon pumilus.
Day 7 – Matema beach, Lake Malawi
Before breakfast we had a good birding session along the edge of the rice fields, including Wire-tailed
swallow, Little bee-eater, White-browed coucal, Malachite kingfisher, Open-billed storks and Whitefaced whistling duck. During the heat of the day we took time to look through reference books and
get on top of some IDs and update our lists.
After lunch some took a siesta, others swam or went for a wander, and we all gathered for a second
birding session late afternoon. Along the beach creeping sesamum Pedaliodisis macrocarpus and
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beach morning glory Ipomoea pes-caprae and cleome sp. were frequent and visited by butterfly
species such as Blue pansy. Matema beach is fringed by mature trees including the sausage tree Kigelia
africana and Natal Mahogany Trichilia emetica. Amongst bird species we had seen in the morning we
watched Black-headed weavers gather materials and intricately construct their nests in trees
bordering the beach.
A restful and restorative day.
Day 8 – Matema beach, Lake Malawi over the border to Sangilo, Lake Malawi
A slight change of itinerary and we decided to head to the shores of Lake Malawi on the Malawi side
due to power issues of our vehicle (making us very slow uphill) and concerns of time lost crossing the
border. This turned out to be a good move as we unluckily arrived at the border just behind 2 overland
trucks and the introduction of a new visa processing system – yippee! At least on route we got a good
top up of species such as Long-crested eagle, Striped kingfisher, Southern red bishop, African golden
weaver, Fan-tailed widowbird, Purple heron, and Lapwings.
We made it to the northern town of Karonga and had a hearty lunch of rice and beans before heading
south and arriving at the very pretty rocky coastline of Sangilo mid-afternoon. After a beer and a slow
check-in, some had a rest whilst Claire and Rondi went for a swim. This was somewhat short-lived after
the cook spotted a croc and beckoned us back to shore! Apparently, no one has been eaten for 10
years here but crocs often ‘pass through’ and so they keep an eye out! This croc spent the rest of the
afternoon in the bay showing off its size (we estimated 4m) - eeekk. This put pay to Claire’s grand plan
of an early morning swim the next day!
Our afternoon birding session was satisfying with species such as Green-winged pytilia, Tawny-flanked
prinia, Southern cordon-bleu, Long-tailed cormorant, Grey-headed gull, Common sandpiper, Tropical
boubou, Yellow-fronted canary and African firefinch and more good views of the crocodile from the
cliff tops.
Day 9 – Sangilo to Nyika Plateau National Park
Off in good time, we headed south along the shores of Lake Malawi and then steeply ascended up the
rift valley escarpment and into Miombo woodland characterised by Brachystegia spp., Albizia, Acacia
albidea and Pterocarpus angolensis. Driving in northern Malawi is such a pleasure – hardly any traffic,
no polisi, no over the top 50 km/hr speed limits in areas where it isn’t necessary….! We trundled along
taking in the scenery and enjoying the frequent flashes of red and yellow bishops along the roadside.
After a coffee break in the small but lively town of Rumphi (famous for its tobacco growing
communities and friendly people), we got back on to the dirt road and ascended towards the park
gate at Thazima. On the way we came across a ball of foam in a tree hovering over a puddle of water
in the road – this is the egg sack of the grey foam nest frog Chiromantis xerampelina - said to be the
most promiscuous of vertebrates according to Hugh!
Following an efficient check in at the park gate, we soon stopped for lunch in some mature Miombo
woodland, as brooding clouds signalled imminent storms and we happened across a perfect spot.
Immediately we found a new Habaneria retinervis and then over the road hundreds of Habenaria
goetzeana and Playcoryne ambigua. Interestingly these two species are found together in the same
substrate (wet sandy soils) at Isimila, Near Iringa. Hugh also found the endemic toad Mertensophyne
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nyikae and as the storm clouds were gathering we had a wonderful display of 30 + Amur falcons
foraging above us, as well as the White-headed saw-wings catching insects on the wing. The meat
pasties were quite tasty too!
We meandered on and started following an electric fence, which we later learnt is a sanctuary area
for some newly translocated elephants (50) from Liwonde National Park where numbers have become
too high. Elephant dung was seen occasionally on the track and the surrounding Miombo woodland
dotted with red Erythrocephalum sp. Woodland gave way to open scrub and flat-topped acacia Acacia
abyssinca as we approached the plateau.
At a rocky outcrop we stopped to inspect a large purple Streptocarpus wittei looking very at home in
a deep crevice. This turned into a lengthy potter as we found several other interesting species
including Cyanotis longicauda, Spermacoce dibrabiata, a twisted Cyphia sp. and endemic Oxalis
chapmaniae. Bird sightings included Eurasian hobby, Red-winged francolin subsp nykae, Hildebrandt’s
francolin, Crowned hornbill, Schalow’s turaco, Red-collared widowbird and Common fiscal race
marwitzi. Up on the plateau nearing Chelinda we started seeing groups of Zebra, Eland, Roan antelope
and Southern reedbuck - very excited to see our first large game, we stopped frequently, also soaking
up the splendid vistas.

We arrived at the junction to the camp to be directed by a very cheery welcoming committee in the
other direction, towards the lodges….. It was late afternoon by the time we arrived and the staff had
been a bit worried as they had been told that we reached the gate at 12pm and wondered where we
had got to! To our surprise and great delight, we had been upgraded – all a bit overexcited (Rondi and
Claire in particular) we had some tea and cake and settled into our glorious log cabins overlooking a
scene of grazing ungulates in rolling grassland. The level of care was exemplary and very much
appreciated, with personalised welcome cards in each cabin and hot water bottles provided later on
to keep out the chill! We dined in high spirits (together with some foraging pipistrelle bats) and all
slept extremely well.
Day 10 – Nyika Plateau National Park.
This morning, we did a 23 km circuit including Dam 3 and Chosi rock. At the dam we saw Black duck,
Red-knobbed coot and, out on the open grassland, a Denham’s bustard! We stopped in some pretty
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meadow patches dominated by Satyrium ad Disa orchids. Up on Chosi rock we found the dainty
Lapeirousia setifolia at the base and enjoyed great views.
Back for a sumptuous lunch and a short rest before heading out for an afternoon/night drive. We were
treated to some close encounters with the very endearing Roan antelope and what were originally
thought to be Blesmol hills turned out to be 4 or 5 Bush pig relaxing in a Dambo, which we then saw
scurry off into a patch of forest.
Watching the sunset over the hills of Zambia with a cup of tea and a piece of cake was quite lovely.
We set off in a bit of drizzle on a short night drive and saw Scrub hare, several Spotted eagle owls and
a Rwenzori nightjar. We blamed the lack of predators on the weather! That night we did hear the
whooping of Spotted hyena around camp though….
Day 11 – Nyika Plateau National Park.
Today we awoke to find a family of Bushbuck milling about right in front of the lodges. After the usual
splendid breakfast, we took a packed lunch and headed for some montane forest patches. Our guide
Whyte knows his forest birds well and this was the focus of the day along with getting to grips (and
Claire and Rondi refreshing their memories) with key tree species and finding some new and
interesting flowering plants. Entering the shaded, peaceful world under the canopy was quite the
contrast to the large open vistas of the highland plains.
En route we saw the Olive woodpecker and a Lanner falcon chasing martins, and once inside the forest
notable birds seen and heard included Fullebourn’s boubou, Evergreen forest warbler, White-stared
robin, Moustached tinkerbird, Bar-throated apalis, Southern mountain greenbul, Malawi batis, Whitetailed crested flycatcher and Bar-tailed trogon. Butterflies included the gaudy commodore Precis
octavia, variable diadem Hypolimnus anthedon and Papilo phorcas were seen in the forest and forest
edge respectively.

Trees identified include Podocarpus milanjianus, Olea welwitschhii, Cussonia spicata, Polyscias fulva
and other plant species included the Epiphytic orchid Mystacidium tanganykas, Disperis
reichenbachiana and the odd Earth star fungus was seen in the leaf litter, and Streptocarpus solanthus
on tree trunks. Forest edge species consisted of Buddleia salvifolia, Sparmannia ricinicarpa and Cape
honeysuckle Tecomaria capensis.
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Evidence of Bushpig digging and piles of Blue duiker dung were common within the forest patches.
Occasional elephant dung was also found in the second forest patch called Zovochaporo (meaning Mr.
Chaporos’s Elephant).
Early evening, Hugh headed out with Whyte in search of frogs but instead found serval cat, much to
the envy of the rest!
Day 12 – Nyika Plateau National Park.
This morning we headed to a Dambo looking to top up the orchid list! On the way we saw the now
very familiar collections of ungulates, Warthog with five young and heard Tree hyrax calling. Abdim’s
storks were gliding on the thermals high above, a few being mobbed by White-naped ravens.

Orchid species included Saytrium buchannanii, S. princeae, Habenaria praetans, Neobulusia stolzii var
stolzii and Eulophia ovalis var. bainesii together with frequent Impatiens assurgens, and other unusual
species such as Eucomis autumnalis, Polygala nyikense.
After lunch we found another meadow sloping down from the road down to a stream. On the other
side of the stream, in an area of exposed earth, we found a Spotted hyena. We hung out with it for
over an hour while it ate its bone – it really didn’t seem to mind us being there, within a certain
distance, but if we walked closer (looking at flowers), it would edge away slightly and look towards us
as if to say ‘you’re not having my bone!’.
Meadow species included Vernonia nyasae, Moreae schimperi, Cephalaria pungens, Gerbera ambigua,
Disa stolzii, Alpedia peduncularis, Kniphofia grantii, Erica sylvatica and Buchnera quadrifolia.
On the way back to the lodge after another lovely sunset, with cuppa in hand, we heard, then found
another Spotted hyena heading in direction of our (and most likely it’s) friend, a Serval cat and two
Side-striped jackal. A very successful night drive!!
Day 13 – Nyika Plateau National Park to Livingstonia
It was a misty morning as we left but the mist lifted as we drove towards the Zambian border so we
could enjoy those spectacular views one last time. We had good sightings of Black and white cuckoo,
Red-collared widowbird and Eurasian hobby. Descending and approaching the Miombo woodland we
followed fresh elephant dung hoping we might just catch a glimpse…..At Thazima gate, we found an
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Epiphytic orchid (after locality instructions from Whyte) and mutable Sun squirrel Heliosciurus
mutabilis in neighbouring trees.
We made good progress back through Rumphi and briefly met a Swiss cyclist, who Rondi had meet in
Kitulo a few weeks back, who was travelling from Cairo to Cape Town. He had become sick after
swimming in Lake Malawi (where storm water had entered the lake at Nkhata bay) and didn’t look like
he should be cycling up to Nyika, his next destination!
We took the back road to Livingstonia, which again is undergoing an upgrade! Here we had a picnic
lunch by the church (built in 1914) and enjoyed views from the church spire over lake Malawi and back
towards Nyika.
Some had a look around the small museum whilst others stalked butterflies in the gardens surrounding
the Museum/guest house, where the mission founder Reverend Robert Laws lived for 50 years (18941946).
On our way to Lukwe Eco-camp we stopped to view Manchewe Falls. Some rather relentless youths
tried to convince us that we needed 4 guides and after insisting we really only wanted one (which we
didn’t even need), the others left. For a brief while we enjoyed seeing a yellow Begonia sp . around
the waterfall, the stunning blue and black butterfly Euxanthe wakefieldii and some good views. Sadly,
these cunning guys persuaded the driver to leave the truck to come and see the falls with a guide
whilst the others let a tyre down…….on return they then of course very helpfully assisted changing the
tyre! Nice try…...
Lukwe camp is set in regenerated Miombo woodland, which the swiss owner bought approx. 30 years
ago to protect this proposed Forest Reserve from degradation - this thriving woodland is now soon to
be formally recognised as such. As you might expect the camp is immaculate, everything beautifully
and thoughtfully built from wood, with a view that is hard to beat! The cabins are built on stilts on the
edge of the rift, as well as the restaurant – the perfect place for an afternoon beer!
All fresh produce is organically produced here using permaculture techniques. Late afternoon we took
a walk through the woodland, stopping at a view point to see Manchewe Falls (no need to stop at the
other place with the dodgy youths in future trips!) and found the orchid Cynorkis kirkii, enroute to the
gardens. Here we found beds full of fruit and veg, and it was teaming with life in a mosaic of ponds
and terraced growing areas. Cryptic mantids perched on marigolds, frogs and toads lurked around
pond edges and at dusk we saw a wonderful spectacle of 20 + Eurasian hobbies feeding on dragonflies
and termites high above us. It was getting dark, so we returned to camp and on the way witnessed a
plume of flying termites coming out of their mound; with the weather just right, they were off to
reproduce (or be eaten)!
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Day 14 – Livingstonia to Utengule, Mbeya
Sun squirrels welcomed those early to breakfast – a feast of museli, a fry up or fresh pancakes and
coffee from the garden – a perfect way to start the day! For those who missed things the day before
we took a walk down to the view point and garden via some very tall and vivid orange Platycoryne
pervellei. We heard the p’yows of the Blue monkey across the valley, and a few of us saw some on the
edge of the garden. That these monkeys are around at all is due largely to the Lukwe regeneration
project. Birds included Common waxbill, Bronze mannikin and we also found the leaf litter frog
Arthroleptus stenodactylus.
We descended many exciting hairpin bends through mature Miombo woodland and took time to stop
when we saw species of note, including an unusual Habenaria sp. (white, adpressed leaf) and Begonia
meyeri-johanis clinging to the damp rocks. Back on the tarmac we sped to the border passing Pied
king-fisher on power lines over ditches, Black-chested eagle and Slender mongoose along the way…
The border crossing back to Tanzania was quicker this time but stress levels slightly higher with
unexpected yellow fever certificate requests (that some of us didn’t have) – thank goodness for
Whatsapp, partners working from home were able to find appropriate documents, and officials not
noticing that certificates were out of date! Yellow fever certificates are not officially required as the
risk in both countries is LOW so it makes you wonder why they were asking for it …..
It was slow going to Mbeya with us being back into the frustration of 50 km/hr speed limits, trucks and
polisi….we did however arrive at Utengule lodge in time to enjoy some birding in the scenic gardens,
or from the luxury of our balconies, before dinner….
Day 15 - Utengule, Mbeya to Dar es Salaam
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Claire left us early this morning and we headed out for a pre-breakfast bird watch – common species
included White-browed robin chat, Variable and Scarlet-chested sunbirds, Red-headed weaver,
Paradise fly-catchers and Red-faced crombec.
We had another walk after breakfast through woodland, down to the coffee plantation, along the river
and back up to the lodge. Amongst bird species already seen that morning, we saw Groundscaper
thrush and a very clear and special view of displaying Paradise fly-catchers. Butterflies included
Protogoniomorpha parhassus, Bibliya ilithya and Junonia natalica; Agama agama was found at the
base of a tree in the car park on our return.
We had a light lunch then got a taxi to the airport at Songwe only 30 minutes away. In the comfort of
the airport café we got up-to-date with our lists and had a good flight back to Dar es Salaam with Air
Tanzania – this airline is clearly trying to make its mark with free inflight snacks and drinks, very smart
and friendly staff and shiny new planes! We were impressed.
A 5 minute drive to our hotel, time to freshen up and we were off into town. We had drinks up on 9 th
floor of the Kilimanjaro Hotel which has great views across the port and cityscape. It was quite breezy
so we opted for food down in one of the lower restaurants, which, once it had arrived, was very tasty!
Day 16 Dar-es Salaam to Istanbul/London
A civilised flight time of 9:30am was welcome but check-in was less fun as boarding passes for the
second leg Istanbul – London were not printing. As promised these appeared at the gate before we
departed…..We left Hugh and Christine at Istanbul for a mini break and the rest of us went on to
London and homewards…..
A good new trip, one we hope will run again with a few tweaks here and there, and in a year’s time
road building will be a step forward, hopefully saving on journey times and less of that rattling feeling!
Thanks for being part of it!
Rondi & Claire xxx
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