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Led by Ian Green & Pavel Křivka 
 

 

In 2012 our Russian Caucasus trip was organized for the Alpine Garden Society and the first days 

of the tour started in Sochi and thence up the Olympic ski resort at Krasnaya Polyana. This area is 

not included in the 2013 tour so I’ve omitted the first five days of the report below. However all 

records from the 2012 trip are still contained in the systematic lists at the end. Note also that, as the 

2012 tour was specifically for the Alpine Garden Society we concentrated almost totally on the 

plant life and on the 2013 tour we would expect to find a great variety of birds, and the odd 

mammal! The weather was wet for the first couple of days described below, and thereafter mostly 

sunny – given good weather we would also expect a greater variety of butterflies. 

 

Day 6  July 4th Lagonaki 
 

Looking outside the hotel before breakfast showed just what a lovely place we were in. The slopes 

either side of the hotel were covered in Abies nordmanniana forest but nearer at hand was a tall herb 

community of great beauty. We could see lilies, a good number of them up a bank, these Lilium 

monadelphum. There were also large creamy scabiouses, lots of large pink Stachys macranthera (aka 

Betonica grandiflora), and some fine tall Delphinium dasycarpum, this last species varied in colour 

from a mid-blue to an unusual and beautiful powder blue. 
 

Pavel took us up the road, the driver stopping after just a kilometre, and here Pavel showed us the 

first blooms of Campanula sarmatica. These had large mid-blue bells. Nearby were two other 

Campanulas, dark blue-purple collina, and the large latifolia which was to prove abundant all day. 

Not for the last time today there seemed to be flowers everywhere. It was difficult to know where 

to start – blue Asyneuma campanuloides, some nice Thalictrum minus, a beautiful Aquilegia pontica, 

some very fine pale pink knapweed Psephellus caucasica, masses of blue-purple blooms of Galega 

orientalis, and the superficially similar local form of Vicia cracca. There were nice clumps of Stachys 

germanica, little patches of Gentianella umbilicata, Melampyrum caucasicus, a Cirsium similar to 

hamulosus and another large Cirsium, lots of Linum hypericifolium and pretty Sedum pallidum. 

Siskins, Crossbills and Green Warblers were seen here along with the local race of Jay. 
 

We moved up a kilometre or so to the entrance to the protected area and we parked up shortly 

afterwards. Pavel wanted us to walk directly to an area a kilometre away which we did, but with 

some difficulty as we were passing endless fantastic flowers. Getting past the general mix of large 

flowers was one thing but bypassing the tall Lilium (monadelphum) szovitsianum which was in 

immaculate condition was altogether more tricky. There were numerous distractions but we 

fought past them to an area that as Pavel had promised was just superb! The whole plateau up 

here is limestone and there are areas of limestone pavement and in particular 'dolines' or sink 

holes which vary in size tremendously, with some being very large, but the consistent feature 

plant-wise in these is that they offered a totally different micro-climate with spring species notably 
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being present. Snow still lay at the bottom of almost all of them. Primulas were a major feature 

close to the snow with lots of small Primula algida as well as yellow Primula ruprechtii and good 

plants of Primula amoena, mostly of the purple form, but a few of the white form. There were some 

clear hybrids between the latter two species, the petals yellow with a nice pink border! Trollius 

patulus populated the recent snowmelt with large yellow blooms and other 'yellows' here included 

Gagea liotardii and Pedicularis condensata. The latter was one of five louseworts seen during the day, 

with some Pedicularis atropurpurea, a little comosa (the sibthorpii variety, or species!) some fine 

willhelmsiana, and the shining pink and red heads of nordmanniana. Our first Gentiana oschtenica, the 

local yellow variant on the spring gentian scheme was greeted with some adulation though the 

plaudits for this plant would have to wait until later when the sun came out. Same went for 

Gentiana pyrenaica (djimilensis). Corydalis conorhiza was a wonderful find, there being many of this 

particularly attractive species. Growing on the rocks were Saxifraga sibirica, Saxifraga tridactylites, a 

filago species and the lovely Trifolium polyphyllum. There were ferns aplenty in the rocky crevices, 

notably Woodsia alpina, Asplenium viride, Asplenium ruta-muraria and the Holly Fern, as well as 

Moonwort on one rock top. Our first yellow Fritillaria collina was greeted with great pleasure, 

almost equal to that which greeted Iris sibirica, the latter surrounded by a fine display of Aquilegia 

olympica. Meanwhile there were Goldfinches, plenty of Bonelli’s Warblers, and overhead, a Griffon 

Vulture. 
 

We lunched in one of the dolines, sadly the rain having arrived. In the afternoon, we continued to 

explore the same area. There was more or less continuous new plants. Oxytropis meyeri was joined 

by two Astragalus species as well as Lathyrus cyaneus and Lathyrus pratensis. Many Fragrant Orchids 

and a few Frog Orchids were seen and Dactylorhiza caucasica was common. Yellow Globe Orchid 

was very much appreciated. In the damper soils we found some fine Rhyncocorys stricta, a most 

unusual looking plant, with an elephant’s trunk in the middle of the bloom. We found a Muscari 

szovitsii as well as the rather beautiful broomrape Orobanche alba.  
 

Eventually time and/or the rain drove us back to the bus. On the way an adult Lammergeier flew 

back and forth a few times, and we also saw Imperial Eagle and another Griffon Vulture. Ring 

Ouzels were frequent along one gully and we also saw Whinchats, Red-fronted Serins and Water 

Pipits. Then it was time to get back to the minibus. One or two hardy souls walked along the track 

in the rain, but most of us took advantage of the sheltered minibus to get back to the hotel. 

 

 

Day 7  July 5th Lagonaki – further afield 
 

Today John and Judith had rejoined us after their Sochi sojourn. John had successfully procured 

the necessary documents to continue travelling without his passport. After a fine breakfast we 

drove up to the same place as the day before, the weather rather similar too with much cloud but 

at least for now it was not raining. John and Judith were treated to a whistle-stop tour of the 

marvellous snow hollows in the karstic limestone that we'd spent all day exploring the day before. 

In minutes they racked up Primulas amoena, ruprechtii and algida, Gentianas pyrenaica (djimilensis) 

and oshtenica, Trollius patulus, Fritillaria collina, Iris sibirica, Corydalis conorhiza and so many more. A 

superb spot.  
 

Then it was time for us to go off and explore the mountains. The wide open landscapes of 

Lagonaki are exceptionally fine and open and flowers are your constant companion. And so today 

we all wandered off across the montane karstic steppes and photographed to our hearts content. In 

the main the weather was OK, always cloudy, but with rain limited to occasional showers until in 
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the late afternoon it developed into a steady downpour! Some spent a long while still on the lower 

slopes, others stuck to the main marked trekking path and headed for the pass that is then 

followed by a long largely level walk to Mount Oshten itself. Some of us headed over to the nearer 

mountain across long slopes covered in Pedicularis nordmanniana, Gentiana pyrenaica (djimilensis) 

and the lovely Viola oreades, mostly yellow, but sometimes violet. Snow patches were investigated 

and invariably contained all three primulas mentioned above, one snow hollow coming up with 

four primulas with a single clump of Primula macrocalyx. Another snowy gully held the usual 

range of plants with some magnificent Campanula biebersteiniana along a low limestone crag. Water 

Pipits were everywhere and Quail called too, Griffon Vultures were often seen close by, at one 

point seven in the air together. Michael and Lynn walked to the knobbly limestone outcrops south 

of the pass and found there a nice tight alpine Campanula, almost certainly Campanula dzaaku. I 

headed for the screes by some high snow where I found an abundance of pea flowers. A brilliant 

pink Hedysarum/Onobrychis was common along with Oxytropis meyeri and an Astragalus. Lovely 

tufted pink Androsace albana was here and patches of white Gypsophila tenuifolia were evident. On 

the downslope far side was a superb scree-dwelling candytuft Iberis simplex.  
 

The clouds were rolling in so it was important to all be on trails and then the rain started so we all 

headed back, us backmarkers getting quite wet! 

 

 

Day 8  July 6th Lagonaki and to Dombai 
 

Mary was out amongst the Lilium monadelphum and Jacob's Ladder in the herbage outside the hotel 

before breakfast. After breakfast we said farewell to the Azysh-Tau and staff and headed downhill 

towards Maikop. The journey we'd done so late in the evening on the way in was therefore new to 

us as we'd not seen it in daylight! It perhaps came as a surprise to see just how good the views 

were! Miles and miles of unbroken forest stretched away across a wide river valley to rivers and 

mountains beyond, it seemed that hardly a human hand had interfered.  
 

We made several stops on the way down exploring roadside cliffs, forest and meadow, universally 

very flowery. There were butterflies about too, we started with a Red Admiral and Scotch Argus or 

two, and followed this further down with Eastern Short-tailed Blue, Meadow Browns, Swallowtail 

and lots of Esper’s Marbled Whites. Campanulas were a major feature of the morning with around 

seven species seen. First was a group of perfect roadside Campanula sarmatica, then we found a rich 

area which had white Campanula ochroleuca (alliarifolia), capitate Campanula trauttvetteri, spiked 

Campanula rapunculoides, and superficially similar Campanula cordifolia. On dry turf we found 

Campanula sibirica too. Pretty purple white tipped Scutellaria altissima grew in a ditch with 

Asyneuma campanuloides, and lots of Dactylorhiza euxina. A neat carrot (Seseli petraeum) grew on the 

cliff face with a most unusual fern, Rhizomatopteris montana, whilst Sedum hispancium and Sedum 

spurium populated gravel. Two Masterwort species flowered in a meadow with much Polygala 

amoenissima, and two broomrapes, Orobanche caryohyllacaea and Orobanche flava. A drier meadow 

had the most brilliant coloured Pyramidal Orchid imaginable, Hazelnut Orchid and Greater 

Butterfly Orchid already over. Dianthus oshtenicus, a Dorycnium species, and Gentiana cruciata 

flowered on one side of the road and on the other a mass of yellow Alcea rugosa had pink Lavatera 

thuringiaca (I think!) amongst it. In some woodland we spotted Birds-nest Orchid just over and 

Yellow Birdsnest, Monotropa hypoptiys. Other roadside plants were Geranium sanguineum, Geranium 

pyrenaicum, Betonica caucasica, the tall motherwort, Leonurus cardiaca, and Clematis flammula. 
 

Eventually it was time to get moving and so we headed down to the lowlands arriving in a 
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cultivated (or mostly fallow!) zone. We sped along on decent roads for some time before stopping 

for lunch at a roadside cafe. This was a good chance to see what the locals ate at such places. A 

decent Borsht soup appeared and then a good kofte kebab with mashed potato, or when that ran 

out, some macaroni.  
 

We spend the afternoon reaching Karacaevsk Birds of prey were notable – we saw many Common 

Buzzards, a few Black Kites, Marsh Harriers, and a superb Steppe Eagle. A White Stork flew over, 

also two Night herons, a Grey Heron, and a Great Crested Grebe. The scenery became rather 

beautiful again as we followed a canyon carved out by the huge river. We stopped for supplies in a 

supermarket and then did the last hour up to Dombai passing through increasingly fine terrain, 

first oak woods, then fir woods, with rushing rocky rivers everywhere. We arrived into Dombai at 

eight, a little later than planned, and settled into our hotel, before meeting for dinner.  

 

 

Day 9  July 7th Musa Achitara Ridge 
 

The skies were cloudless when we awoke, perfect to appreciate the fantastic panorama of 

mountains that surround Dombai. In every direction were snow-capped peaks. Indeed in most 

directions there were glaciers. Dombai is just a few kilometres from the Abhkazian border and that 

border is made of the main ridge of the Caucasus. The peaks were all in the 3500m+ bracket with 

Dombai Ulgen to the immediate east topping 4000m.  
 

The hotel provided a really rather impressive buffet breakfast, so good in fact that a good number 

of the nicest items on offer, especially meat-filled pancakes, apricot tarts and a weird kind of 

sausage roll that was really particularly tasty, made their way into what was already a good 

packed lunch provided by the hotel.  
 

We set off at eight-thirty and discovered that we could have been lazier about the whole thing 

when we encountered the souvenir sellers all queueing up for the cable car. Shortly after nine they 

got going and ten minutes later we too were able to get into the cable cars. These took us up 

through a forest with fine firs rising up towards us, before we emerged into subalpine meadows 

and the next station. Here we changed to a large six-seat chairlift and continued upwards passing 

eventually into the alpine zone and watching the flower change as we went. Landing we were 

confronted with a most incredible view. The main ridge lay in front of us framed by a blue sky and 

just a few fluffy white clouds – truly magnificent. Not only are the peaks here high, they are also 

sharp and there were some superb vertical rock formations to admire as well as great crevasse 

fields on the glaciers opposite. A hundred metre high and thirty metre wide 'veiled' waterfall 

below one of the glaciers was impressive. We soon set too on the local botany which of course 

featured numerous small but beautiful species. Immediately apparent were numbers of yellow 

Anemone speciosa as well as superabundant Campanula biebersteiniana. Groups of deep blue Gentiana 

pyrenaica (djimilensis) bloomed with pink Pedicularis subrostrata. Soon we were amongst rocks 

where neat cushions of Draba bryoides immediately drew the eye along with mats of Saxifraga 

exarata and Saxifraga scleropoda as well as forget-me-not like Eritrichium caucasicum. Corydalis 

alpestris was soon found in screes along with the unusual little white Dentaria bipinnata, a species 

that many initially took to be a white corydalis. Large pink heads of Jurinella subacaulis were here 

along with a few bright blue Gentiana verna subspecies angulosa, and there and we found Lamium 

tomentosum amongst rather mobile scree. Minuartia caucasica and other small white caryphyllaceae 

dotted the slopes. In some areas we saw nice populations of purple Primula amoena and in other 

spots the strange pink Potentilla divina was just coming into bloom. Bird life was scarce though we 
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did see several Alpine Chough and an Alpine Accentor or two. 
 

After our picnics many elected to explore the lower meadows, especially the nice populations of 

Lilium kesselringianum that coloured the sub-alpine meadows around the midway station. Others of 

us continued upwards along the ridge. Here the stoney ground held some little gems such as 

Eunomia (Aethionema) rotundifolia, sky-blue Gentiana aquatica, a few Primula algida and Campanula 

saxifraga. As well as growing on the flat stoney areas this species grew on the rockfaces at the end 

of our walk. This superb spot held the lovely blue Omphalodes lojkae as well as the unusual yellow 

(and a rhubarb and custard form) of Pedicularis nordmanniana. An Alpine Accentor was here too 

and a Lammergeier flew past below us. 
 

We descended with the weather still good, it had been marvellous all day. After a break we 

reconvened for checklists and then dinner which featured stuffed cabbage leaves (much better 

than it sounds!) with mash, and some lovely aubergine served with cream and herbs. 

 

 

Day 10 July 8th  Musa- Achitara Ridge 
 

Again we were lucky with the weather, the sun shining as we took breakfast. We headed through 

the little tourist shops to the cableway and were soon on our way upwards. This time we also went 

on the new one at the top, taking us up to 3150m with almost no effort expended – marvellous! 

The morning was spent covering the few hundred metres (horizontal distance that is!) to the 

Omphalodes ridge. The alpine habitats we explored were a mix of gravelly ridges, large scree, and 

some snowmelt areas. The latter had a nice population of the pretty little buttercup Ranunculus 

sommerieri growing with a Potentilla, probably caucasica, and Draba hispida, all yellows, whilst on 

slightly drier ground the blues of Campanula biebersteiniana and Gentiana pyrenaica (djimilensis) took 

over. This was a good area for Primula amoena and Pedicularis nordmanniana, the latter looking 

rather similar to the Pedicularis subrostrata which grew over on the drier side of the ridge a few 

metres away. Many had their first meetings with Erigeron uniflorus, pretty pink Androsace albana 

and Eunomis (Aethionema) rotundifolia during this time as well as Campanula saxifraga populating 

rocky crevices. Though the weather stayed good we were regularly in cloud, each time this 

passing without rain and the sublime views unveiled.  
 

Moving to the top of the ridge we saw some fine patches of Potentilla divina and a diminutive 

Scrophularia and just a few made it to the Omphalodes lojkae ridge. Along the impressively 

knife-edge ridge we found the beautiful Omphalodes along with the yellow form of Pedicularis 

nordmanaiana. 
 

Many of us descended to the middle station to explore the meadows there. Straight out of the 

station and we were into meadows that were covered in Lilium kesselringianum, or were they Lilium 

monadelphum? Or even Lilium szovitsii? Well in the end we came down in favour of the Lilium 

monadelphum complex though it seemed that there were plants here assignable to any of these! It 

shows how difficult lily taxonomy is here! Who cares though when they provide such a spectacle 

with all sorts of marvellous photographic opportunities. Growing amongst them were lots of blue 

Dracocephalum ruyschiana and a tall yellow Anthemis. It was a good spot for orchids with the best 

Traunsteinera globosa we were to see, lots of Gymnadenia conopsea and one or two plants of 

Platanthera chlorantha. 
 

Some of us continued along the track where we admired Hypericum orientale, Dianthus calocephalus 
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and lovely Chamaenerion dodonaei (this could have been chamaenerion colchicum?) all growing on the 

track itself. Rocky bluffs reached the track and were covered in flowers. Particularly nice were the 

white/pink heads of low-growing Asperula prostrata whilst tufts of bright green Asplenium 

septentrionale emerged from cracks in the rocks. There were one or two tall blue Aconitum nasutum 

and our first yellow Linaria caucasigena. Perhaps the best find though was Ranunculus subtilis with 

amazing entire slightly toothed leaves, this a quite rare buttercup. The rain was fast approaching 

though it held off until we went down, not far short of the cableway closing time of 5pm. Another 

full day amid excellent weather high on the ridges above Dombai – superb! 

 

 

Day 11 July 9th Gombashi 
 

We left Dombai and headed down to Karacaevsk and thence eastwards along a very nice valley, 

forested areas interspersed with lush flowery meadows and rustic villages. As we headed for 

higher ground the forests were left behind and soon we were in stunning subalpine meadows, the 

flowers so thick on the ground that there seemed hardly room for grasses. Dominating the scene 

was a series of sandstone/limestone escarpments, some of the cliffs being impressive. We stopped 

close to the top of the Gombashi Pass, at around 2100m, and spent the morning walking up 

towards the cliffs and back, not a long distance but quite steep in places. All reached the first major 

rocky areas and so were able to see most of the species in what proved a tremendously rich area.  
 

Immediately apparent by the roadside was an abundance of orchids. Marsh Orchids – the 

Dactylorhiza caucasica (unspotted leaves) and Dactylorhiza euxina (spotted leaves) both providing 

impressive specimens, and in the wettest areas they were abundant. The biggest specimens were 

probably hybrids, the ringed spots on the leaves as well as their vigour clues to their background. 

As usual Fragrant Orchids were abundant and in drier areas so too were Frog Orchids, many 

hundreds in one area, including the odd dark red-brown forms. David found the first of many 

Burnt-tip Orchids and later a Lesser Butterfly Orchid was in flower. There were plenty of 'big' 

flowers. Stachys macranthera was here truly spectacular, with blue Dracocephalum and bright orange 

Inula grandiflora (the real deal this time!) providing a really impressive show. There were tall 

Asyneumas, some stunning Delphinium flexuosum, foot tall wands of Orobanche grossheimii, and 

smaller Orobanche alba. Another parasitic species was found, the spectacular brilliant red 

Diphelypaea coccinea, though both flowers found were a little past their best. Masses displays of 

Hedysarum caucasicum (is this the same as the Turkish hedysaroides?) were joined by a white 

Onobrychis and a deep pink one, as well as several unidentified peas. Stonechats and Northern 

Wheatears moved ahead of us and Griffon Vultures hung over the cliffs above.  
 

We'd already seen a number of campanulas, the usual meadows species (we were still confused 

over the Campanula collina types!) but up amongst the rocks we came across two really nice smaller 

species with large blue bells. The first was Campanula ciliata and higher, on the cliffs, and on the 

large rocks, we found the lovely clump-forming Campanula bellidifolia, a superb species with many 

large blue bells, the clumps visible from a long distance. Also flowering up here was Astragalus 

supinus, Astragalus sanguineolentus and Androsace villosa. There were a few lilies too, Lilium 

monadelphum, and another Campanula like sarmatica but with darker flowers. 
 

We returned to the vans, a little rain keeping some indoors for their picnic. Afterwards we drove a 

kilometre to a track and spent the afternoon exploring another area of cliffs and meadow. This 

proved to be more grazed, the morning's site had been free of such intrusions, however there were 

still a number of new species. Campanula hohenackeri was frequent on the slopes and in the lusher 
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areas we found nice orange Rhyncocorys orientalis, a pretty species. Griffon Vultures continued to 

move along the cliff tops and a Lesser Kestrel was in residence. Best bird sighting though was 

undoubtedly the male Wallcreeper who sat singing on a large boulder at the foot of a cliff! Not far 

behind was the Common Rosefinch's nest with four bright blue eggs, these spotted and scrawled 

with dark brown. 
 

We headed back, stopping a couple of times en route. The first was for an impressive bellflower 

that I had thought was a delphinium! Here too were Linaria caucasigena and Ajuga genevensis. 

Passing through the villages we saw Red-backed Shrikes and Grey Wagtails before we stopped by 

a cliff that had a nice population of Symphyandra pendula, the leafy clumps beset with large white 

bells. By the bus were Teucrium chamaedrys (pink) and Teucrium orientalis (blue) and the little white 

onion Allium albidum. Then it was back to the hotel where preparations for the morality and 

patriotism conference were gathering pace! 

 

 

Day 12  July 10th A Waterfall and the Kluchor Valley 
 

This morning we headed straight for the waterfall walk. It was an eight hundred metre walk up 

through some lovely thick forest to the base of the waterfall (we never saw the waterfall, that 

would have meant climbing a wet and slippery ladder in the little river itself!). Caroline and 

Margaret soon spotted two very nice specimens of Boletus erythraeus by the track and there were 

more fungi on the way up, a large Inocybe and the little puffballs Lycoperdon perlatum among them. 

The forest was so thick that there was hardly a sign of any plant growth under it, ideal conditions 

for saprophytes. We soon started seeing the Birdnest Orchid, indeed there were many, over a 

hundred seen. Some Yellow Birdsnest too, and probably this forest would be a spot to look for 

Ghost Orchids in the future. Green Warblers were common in the beech trees mixed in with the 

tall dark firs. The cliffs by the stream were where we found our target species, Primula renifolia. 

However they were finished, perhaps two weeks earlier would have been ideal for them. Nice 

small reniform leaves and a cliff-growing habitat suggests that this would be a fine species to see 

in bloom. It did inspire Pavel to sing a little ditty.....”Primula reni, we came, and we didn't see 

any.......” The cliffs had several other good species though with Saxifraga cartilaginea in bloom and 

Saxifraga verticillata not. There were some nice clumps of browny-red flowering Silene pygmaea. 
 

We spent the rest of the day up a long valley that led to the Abhkazian border. Forty years ago or 

so this used to be an admittedly rough road pass that goes over the border at 2800m. On the 

Russian side there is still a road, indeed a very good asphalt one, though the track on the 

Abhkazian side is probably hardly usable now. Today we were allowed to the small lake that sits 

just before the border zone and then with strong admonishments that we should not set a single 

foot off the tarmac as we walked back down. This is to do with it being a nature reserve and 

because the meadows will be scythed shortly by the local farmers so they don't want it all 

flattened, nothing to do with any military reason! The lake, Tumanly-Gel, was pretty and already a 

few large Russians in swimwear were looking like they might brave the waters as their barbecues 

cooked on the lakeshore. There were just a few of them and the rest of the valley was free of people 

and the scenery magnificent in all directions. The only problem was the weather for the rain was 

starting. Nevertheless we took to the road and started upwards to the border area gate before 

returning and then walking back down the valley. The rain was occasionally persistent but also we 

had clear periods and indeed these were warm enough to show us what a good place these 

meadows were for butterflies. We only put the occasional foot off the tarmac! The flora was typical 

subalpine meadow mixed with tall forb communities. This latter is a speciality of the Caucasus and 
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of the Euxine and Hyrcanian flora provinces close to the Black and Caspian Seas. It is very diverse 

and is dominated by metre to a metre and a half tall species. Here there were pockets of it along 

streams and rivers, whilst the more open meadows were a colourful show of Betonicas, various 

peas, Silene vulgaris and Inulas. There were plenty of orchids along the road. We started with a few 

Dactylorhiza euxina but soon found paler taller plants with divided lips, these of two species, 

Dactylorhiza saccifera and Dactylorhiza urvilleana. Louseworts were finished but among them was a 

truly spectacular species, a more than a metre tall Pedicularis that was only discovered in the past 

decade by none other than Pavel, our co-guide! Tall white Aconitum orientale was common and we 

saw a few Aconitum nasutum. Swertia iberica was just starting to open its white flowers in the sedge 

beds below the road where a pale blue form of Asyneuma campanuloides was found. The wide open 

pink blooms of Chamaenerion dodonaei (colchicum) were a pretty sight by the road along with the 

strange local pansy Viola x contempta with its white lilac edged flowers. Small stands of the small 

pale fawn foxglove Digitalis ciliata were above the road and we found some beautiful specimens of 

Rhyncocorys elephas.  
 

Walking back down the road there were occasional birds to admire – Common Redstarts and 

Whinchats, Caucasian Chiffchaffs and a Barred Warbler, Tree Pipits and Grey Wagtails, and many 

colourful Common Rosefinches. The weather was not conducive to raptors, the only one seen was 

a Golden Eagle. The terrain either side of the valley looked superb for both Ibex and West 

Caucasian Tur but I didn't have my scope with me – sure these species must be findable here. The 

butterflies were a different matter. Fritillaries were perhaps the most obvious with half a dozen 

species. There were some nice fresh Dark Green Fritillaries and both Lesser Spotted Fritillary and 

the Caucasian Spotted Fritillary were photographed. Also seen was a Boloria species (probably 

caucasica), a Knapweed type, and some False Heath Fritillaries. A shimmering Balkan Copper was 

soon trumped by a brilliant orange Scarce Copper. Blues were not so common though we did see 

Osiris Blue, Amanda's Blue and Turquoise Blue. Scotch Argus was common. 
 

The flora changed gradually from meadow to woodland as we went down. Patches of white 

Dianthus cretaceous were photographed amongst yet more confusing campanulas. There were a few 

lilies too and on the rocks across the river (so not accessible) we could see a neat saxatile 

campanula and a Sempervivum in flower. Into the woodlands and we found stands of Betula 

raddeana and some very beautiful red and green Acer trauttvetteri. Silene multifida was found lower 

down. The rain now became persistent and we decided that we were getting really too wet now so 

it was time to head back to Dombai.  

 

 

Day13  July 11th via the SAO Observatory to Maikop 
 

Time to leave Dombai! It had been a very enjoyable stay and the hotel had been good with superb 

breakfasts and decent dinners. So we left them to their morality and patriotism conference and 

head downhill before turning west across wide open steppe country. This was beautiful, the 

meadows flowery, and the bird life very good. We passed tens of Common Buzzards and a couple 

of Lesser Spotted Eagles, one Red-rumped Swallow and a bunch of pipits and larks. Stretching into 

the distance were the same sandstone outcrops that we'd seen in the other direction two days 

previously. We took a side valley which would have taken us up into the ski resort of Arkhyz had 

we continued. Instead though we aimed for the Sao astronomical observatory that lay on top of the 

ridge to our west. We were almost thwarted in our aim here as the staff at the gate in the valley 

told us that entry was forbidden except from Friday to Sunday. However eventually one of them 
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rang a superior and asked permission and one or two phone calls later and we were told we could 

enter as long as we took a local guide from the centre with us to explain the workings of the 

observatory. This we were happy to do. So minutes later we had picked up Tatiana an astronomer 

with the institute and were on the road to the top. We zigzagged uphill through lovely forests and 

cliffs before opening out onto a small plateau at around 2100m where we stopped by a huge 

telescope. Here Tatiana told us that we could stay as long as we liked to look at the flowers after 

she'd shown us round the telescope and she'd make it quick as she had to get back to work. She 

proved to be a superb guide and we can't wait to go for a longer visit next time as she was full of 

information. We learnt that the strange curve-walled enclosure we'd seen down in the valley was 

in fact the World's largest radio telescope. The optical telescope we were being shown round had a 

six metre base and the whole construction mounting it was over 800 tonnes, she told us the 

heaviness was necessary as we were in a seismically active zone. Some year's previously this had 

been the World's largest optical telescope, but has now been superceded by an American 10m one 

and a European one of similar dimensions. She was a mine of information about the place, telling 

us how the telescope's time was decided by an international committee over a year in advance and 

how the most original ideas were usually given precedence. She told how the site had been chosen. 

Several of the Soviet Union's observatories had been built in the 'colonies' and so when the site for 

a new one was made in the years leading up to Perestroika it was felt that it should be on Russian 

soil – ten expeditions were made to find the site and the best, the Pamirs, was on Tajik soil, so in 

the end they chose this one. Light pollution is minimal, air clarity good, it is only the often cloudy 

rainy weather that hinders them, but then, as she explained, they had so much data that the 

downtime was not unused! 'The best astronomical data is the oldest data', she said! There were 

some stunning photos, some of them artists impressions rather than 'real' photos, but nonetheless 

they impressed, and she told us a little about each of these before Ambartsum drove her back 

down to her work. 
 

We spent a little over an hour exploring the meadows and woodland edge around the observatory. 

In fact it was, at this season, not fantastically exciting though there clearly had been plenty of 

gentians and primulas flowering a couple or three weeks earlier. The large orange heads of Inula 

grandiflora were attracting many Peacocks, Small Tortoiseshells and Scotch Arguses. Dactylorhiza 

euxina was in fine form and there were lots of Gymnadenias. New was a pretty yellow 'greenweed' 

Genista suanica. I walked up onto a rather overgrazed looking slope and this actually proved rather 

good with much Gentiana pyrenaica (djimilensis) and Pedicularis nordmanniana and our only Pyrola 

minor of the trip. Daphne glomerata was common but had finished flowering. Those walking down 

found a different selection, a Gypsophila, and some nice Scutellaria orientalis and Medicago (sativa) 

falcata. Common Redstart, Red-fronted Serins, Cuckoo and Ring Ouzels were seen. As we drove 

down a Lammergeier drifted by first above us and then as we pulled up by a cliff, below us. The 

cliff had a fine population of Seseli petraeum on it, a particularly fine umbel. There was also a large 

plant of Linaria caucasigena and some small bushes of the medick.  
 

Now it was just the long haul to Maikop. The driver's had asked locally and had come up with an 

estimate of between four and five hours. Maybe they drove quickly but they made it in under four 

hours! We made one stop where we found Common Centuary, Geum latilobum in fruit, a fine pale 

flowered Agrimonia and under the trees above, Birdsnest Orchid and some really fine Parasol 

Mushrooms! 
 

Maikop was a pleasant surprise. This small city is laid on a grid system but is almost entirely 

low-rise and there are trees everywhere, in fact it felt much like a large village until we reached the 

altogether grander centre. Here we passed a park with a large statue of Lenin before we reached 
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our hotel. We ate a good dinner in the opulent dining room, the ice-cream dessert itself rather 

opulent, and the wines and beers served all very good too.  

 

 

Day 14 July 12th Krasnodar and to St Petersburg 
 

A relaxed start this morning gave people a chance to explore Maikop before we left a little after 

ten, some money exchanging problems for your leader delaying things! We headed out into the 

agricultural country to the west and across the floodplain of the Kuban River to Krasnodar. It had 

been my intention to stop en route to consume our picnic but it proved difficult to spot turnings 

before they had passed and in the end we lost the opportunity of a lakeside picnic. A shame as the 

birdwatching looked good if not the botany. Caspian Gull and White-winged Black Tern flew 

across the road and we'd seen another Lesser Spotted Eagle in the farmland.  
 

In the end we arrived at the airport early and took our picnic on the lawn under some trees, a 

pleasant enough spot, indeed we even managed another checklists session here. Eventually 

though it was time to say goodbye to the drivers who headed off to Sochi and go inside and 

check-in. It seemed that things would be slow and us late as two hours passed by but once the 

check-in opened Rossiya Airlines staff processed the whole flight I think in about fifteen minutes – 

that's how a check-in should be! The flight took off on time and landed so, and we were soon met 

by our driver who would take us into St Petersburg. The reception staff were a model of how to 

welcome you to a hotel and we were soon in our rooms and then downstairs for a rather late, but 

good, dinner. Some took the opportunity of a midnight walk, and here that meant that it was 

pretty much still light, or at least not dark! 

 

 

Day 15 July 13th Departure 
 

The hotel kindly put on an early breakfast for us and we were off by seven—thirty, allowing 

ourselves a good ninety minutes to the airport. In fact, even during the rush hour (or had that not 

started in sleepy St Petersburg?), it took us only forty minutes which was how we found out that 

we had not gone the right way the evening before! We relaxed for a while at the airport before 

getting into our queue and again check-in was fast and efficient and the flight took off on time 

arriving back at Gatwick on time. 

 

 



11 

 

Systematic List Number 1  Flora 
 

The nomenclature follows the Plants of the Russian Western Caucasus by Zernov (2010), or 

otherwise The Flora of Turkey. Non-woody dicot and monocot species are in flower unless 

otherwise stated. 
 

 

Abies nordmanniana   locally dominant throughout in higher level forests 

Acer trautvetteri   widespread – beautiful small tree with red seeds 

Achillea biserrata   a sneezewort. Above Krasnaya Polyana 

Acinos arvensis   scatteretd 

Aconitum nasutum   scattered in Dombai’s subalpine meadows 

Aconitum orientale   locally common Lagonaki and Domabi. Subalpine zone 

Adiantum capillus-veneris   scattered, on wet rocks 

Aegopogon podagraria   ground elder. scattered on roadsides 

Agrimonia eupatorium   agrimony. Scattered along roadsides etc 

Ajuga genevensis   roadsides in the Kluchor Valley below Dombai 

Ajuga orientalis   tracksides at Dombai 

Alcea rugosa   yellow hollyhock. Widespread in the lowlands 

Alchemilla species   Dombai. Not identified to species level 

Allium albidum   Gombashi 

Allium schoenoprasum   Lagonaki – large specimens! 

Alnus barbatus   scattered 

Alyssum trichostachyum   higher areas at Lagonaki 

Anacamptis pyramidalis   between Lagonaki and Maikop 

Androsace albana   pink. Lagonaki and Musa Achitara ridge 

Androsace villosa   scattered throughout in the alpine zone 

Anemone caucasica   aka Anemone blanda. Lagonaki 

Anemone fasciculata   aka Anemone narcissiflora. Frequent in lower alpine zones 

Anemone speciosa   yellow anemone. Common on the Musa Achitara ridge 

Angelica purpurascens   Gombashi 

Anthemis iberica   Musa Achitara Ridge alpine zone 

Anthemis sosnowskyana   yellow chamomile. Frequent throughout in the alpine zone 

Anthyllis vulneraria   scattered throughout 

Aquilegia olympica   scattered in subalpine zone and forest edge Lagonaki 

Arctium tomentosum   scattered 

Arnebia pulchra   prophet flower. Frequent throughout 

Aruncus vulgaris   common in forested area 

Asarum europaeum   Asarabacca. Common in the Euxine forests. 

Asclepias syriaca   introduced. Near Maikop 

Asperula cynanchica   squinancywort. Common at Lagonaki 

Asperula prostrata   pretty pink mat-forming species. Rocks at Dombai 

Asplenium adiantum-nigrum   scattered 

Asplenium ruta-muraria   rocks at Lagonaki 

Asplenium septentrionale   Dombai 

Asplenium trichomanes   scattered 

Asplenium viride   rocks at Lagonaki 

Asplenium woronowii   below Krasnaya polyana 

Aster alpinus   scattered in alpine zone 

Astragalus kazbegi   white and blie, small-flowered. Dombai 

Astragalus sanguineolentis   Gombashi, on the cliffs 

Astragalus supinus   Gombashi, on the cliffs 

Astrantia maxima   frequent Lagonaki and subalpine zones at Dombai 
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Astrantia trifida   smaller white-green species. Between Lagonaki and  

   Maikop. Another pale flowered species was also seen here 

Asyneuma campanuloides   widespread 

Athyrium filix-femina   common in forests 

Athyrium distentifolium   what looked very like this species common at Lagonaki 

Betonica officinalis   betony. Scattered in the Dombai area 

Betula litvinovii   locally common, e.g. Lagonaki 

Betula raddeana   orange-red trunks. Frequent in the Dombai area 

Betula recurvata   mountain valleys, Dombai 

Botrychium lunaria   moonwort Scattered 

Bupleurum falcatum   or something very similar. Lagonaki 

Bupleurum polyphylla   Dombai 

Buxus colchica   Euxine Box. Forms quite considerable trees. Locally  

   dominant at Khosta 

Calamintha grandiflora   scattered throughout in forest 

Caltha polypetalla   ‘marsh marigold’. In seed. Dombai 

Campanula alliarifolia   tall white flowered species. Between Lagonaki and Maikop 

Campanula biebersteiniana   a variable but large-flowered species. Widespread and  

   abundant in the alpine zone throughout 

Campanula ciliata   a pretty saxatile bellflower. Gombashi 

Campanula collina   variable meadow species. Usually quite a dark blue-purple.  

   Common throughout but probably more than one species  

   Involved 

Campanula cordifolia   spicate, heart shaped leaves. Lagonaki to Maikop 

Campanula dzaaku   rare saxatile species seen by Michael and Lynn on higher  

   rocky areas at Lagonaki 

Campanula hohenackeri   purple, several flowered, very open ‘spike’. Gombashi 

Campanula imeretica   spiked bellflower. Walls. Koshta 

Campanula lactiflora   tall, many-flowered, bellflower frequent in meadows and  

   forest edge  

Campanula latifolia   Canterbury bells. Common throughout 

Campanula ochroleuca (alliariifolia)   medium-tall white flowered species, meadows and forest  

   edge throughout 

Campanula rapunculoides   scattered, woodland edge etc 

Campanula sarmatica   low-medium upright plant with several blue bells, the  

   leaves distinctively undulate lanceolate. Frequent Lagonaki  

   and noted Gombashi too 

Campanula saxifraga   beautiful saxatile bellflower with deep blue bells. Highest  

   parts of Musa Achitara ridge 

Campanula sibirica   Between Lagonaki and Maikop 

Campanula stevenii   Single flowered hairbell. Subalpine meadows, Lagonaki 

Campanula trautvetteri   capitate. Common in Dombai area 

Cardamine impatiens   white-flowered, delicate. Forest streams 

Cardamine seidlitziana   large slightly pinkish species in meadows in Dombai area 

Cardamine uliginosa   similar to above but usually white, terminal leaflet not  

   enlarged. Widespread in marshy spots 

Carex pendula   scattered in Euxine forests 

Carex remota   Euxine forests 

Carex sylvatica   common in all forests 

Carlina bierbersteinii   Lagonaki 

Carpinus betulus   hornbeam. Koshta 

Carpinus orientalis   hornbeam. Common the Euxine forests  

Castanea sativa   sweet chestnut. Common in Euxine forests 
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Centaurea fischeri (= C. cheiranthifolia)   fine shortish knapweed with palest cream flowers with  

   long ligules. Widespread in meadows at Domabi 

Centaurea nigrofimbria   aka montana. Large blue-flowered knapweed. Tall  

   meadows, Dombai 

Centaurium erythraea   common centuary. Dombai area 

Cephalanthera rubra   red helleborine. Forest below Dombai 

Cephalaria gigantea   tall cream-flowered scabious. Common at Lagonaki 

Cerastium dahuricum   large-flowered mouse-ear with wide semi-amplexicaul  

   leaves. Scattered 

Cerastium purpurascens   another large flowered species, but a short alpine species,  

   scattered in high areas  

Chaerophyllum roseum   red-flowered umbel. Forst edge, subalpine meadows.  

   Dombai 

Chamaenerion angustifolium   rosebay willowherb. Scattered 

Chamaenerion dodonaei   or could have been Chamaerion colchicum? Elegant gravel or  

   trackside inhabiting fireweed. Dombai area  

Chamaesciadium acaule   prostrate yellow carrot. Widespread in alpine zone 

Chenopodium foliosum   red strawberry like ‘fruit’. Dombai 

Chiastophyllum oppositifolium   like a cross between a barberry and a saxifrage. Scattered  

   on rocks 

Chondrilla juncea   between Maikop and Lagonaki 

Chrysanthemum leucanthemum   Lagonaki 

Cicerbita macrophylla   large-leaved blue lettuce. Common in subalpine zone,  

   Lagonaki 

Cichorium intybus   chicory. Roadsides, lowlands 

Circaea lutetiana   enchanter’s nightshade. Forests 

Cirsium hypoleucos   Lagonaki 

Cirsium obvallatum   creamy heads. Common at Lagonaki 

Clematis vitalba   in leaf, Sochi area 

Clinopodium vulgare   between Maikop and Lagonaki 

Coeloglossum viride   frog orchid. Widespread and locally common 

Convolvulus arvensis   field bindweed. Lawns, roasides etc 

Coronilla orientalis   scattered 

Coronopus didymus   Sochi area 

Cornus mas   Koshta 

Corydalis alpestris   blue-flowered. Common on the Musa Achitara ridge 

Corydalis conorhiza   the form here has lurid pink flowers with just a hint of blue.  

   Common at Lagonaki, also noted on the Musa Achitara  

   Ridge 

Cotinus coggygria   smokebush. Roadsides west of Sochi 

Cucubalus baccifer   berry catchfly. Lagonaki 

Cuscuta europaea   between Lagonaki and Maikop 

Cystopteris fragilis   common on rocks at Lagonaki  

Cytisus hirsutissimus   hairy yellow greenweed. Above Krasnaya Polyana 

Dactylorhiza caucasica   lip rhomboid, leaves unspotted. Widespread 

Dactylorhiza euxina   lip rhomboid, leaves strongly and finely spotted. Marshy  

   places. Common at Lagonaki and Dombai, also below the  

   observatory 

Dactylorhiza flavescens   georgian orchid. In seed near Dombai 

Dactylorhiza maculate   The Kluchor Valley, near Dombai 

Dactylorhiza saccifera   lip three-lobed. Taller, paler pink flowered species with  

   strongly lined flowers. Streamsides. Dombai area 

Daphne glomerata   scattered throughout 
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Daphne mezereum   Lagonaki 

Daphne pontica   in Euxine forests below Krasnaya Polyana. Not in flower 

Daucus carota   scattered 

Delphinium caucasicum   only leaves noted on Musa Achitara ridge 

Delphinium dasycarpum   fine steel-blue species common at Lagonaki 

Delphinium flexuosum   stunning large blue flowers. Gombashi 

Dentaria bipinnata   dwarf species (almost like a white corydalis!) forming  

   patches on fine gravel scree on the Musa Achitara Ridge 

Dentaria bulbifera   common in Euxine forests, mostly finished flowering 

Dianthus armeria   Forest meadow below Krasnaya Polyana 

Dianthus calocephalus   capitate. Dombai, subalpine meadows 

Dianthus cretaceus   white. Meadows around Dombai 

Dianthus oshtenicus   pink. Between Lagonaki and Maikop 

Digitalis ciliata   rather fine slightly squat brown-flowered foxglove. Forest  

   edge, subalpine meadows, Dombai area 

Digitalis ferruginea   between the Black Sea and Maikop. In bud 

Dioscorea caucasica   scattered in Euxine forests near Sochi 

Diplotaxis muralis   Dombai 

Dipsacus laciniatus   teasel. Roadsides near Maikop 

Doronicum herbaceum   between Lagonaki and Maikop 

Doronicum macrophyllum   many-headed. Frequent in Lagonaki and Dombai 

Doronicum oblongifolium   single-headed. Gombashi 

Dorycnium sp   possibly intermedia? Between Lagonaki & Maikop 

Draba bryoides   stunning yellow cushions on the Musa Achitara ridge 

Draba hispida   small yellow species. Alpine gravels, Musa Achitara ridge 

Draba supranivalis   white-flowered, tiny. Alpine gravels, Musa Achitara ridge 

Dracocephalum ruyschiana   blue. Common in meadows at Dombai 

Dryas caucasica   still just a few in flower at Gombashi 

Dryopteris abbreviata   ostrich-fern like habit. Tall. Forests near Sochi 

Dryopteris borreri   Euxine forests near Sochi 

Dryopteris caucasica   below Krasnaya Polyana 

Dryopteris diltata   below Krasnaya Polyana 

Dryopteris expansa   widespread in forests 

Dryopteris filix-mas   male fern. Widespread in forests 

Echium vulgare   vipers bugloss. Roadsides 

Epilobium montanum   scattered 

Epimedium pubigerum   in leaf at Khosta 

Epipactis helleborine   in bud, Koshta 

Equisteum ramosissimum   scattered throughout 

Equisteum telmateia   giant horsetail. Roadside fens, Sochi area 

Erigeron annuus   roadsides, Sochi region 

Erigeron caucasicus   common at Lagonaki 

Erigeron uniflorus   high alpine species, Musa Achitara ridge 

Eriobotrya japonica   loquat. Scattered, Sochi area 

Eritrichium caucasicum   rather too like a Myosotis for some! Musa Achitara ridge 

Erodium cicutarium   common storksbill. Scattered, roadsides 

Eryngium campestre   Lagonaki to Maikop 

Erysimum ibericum   yellow. Lagonaki 

Erythronium caucasicum   David found one in flower above Krasnaya Polyana but it  

   must have made a spectacular sight a couple of weeks  

   before! 

Eunomia (Aethionema) rotundifolia   pretty mat-forming dwarf alpine with white flowers on the  

   Musa Achitara ridge 
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Euonymus latifolia   ‘spindle tree’. Euxine forests 

Euonymus leiphloea   spindle with wonderful hanging star-shaped fruit. Forests  

   near Sochi 

Euphorbia macroceras   common in woodlands throughout 

Euphorbia leptocaula   similar to, but much more delicate than macroceras.  

   Meadows around Dombai 

Euphorbia paludosus   Euxine forests near Sochi 

Euphorbia villosa   by the lakes above above Krasnaya Polyana 

Euphrasia caucasica   Lagonaki 

Fagus orientalis   locally dominant in the south-facing forests 

Filipendula vulgaris   dropwort. Scattered 

Fraxinus excelsior   Koshta 

Fraxinus pennsylvanicus   Krasnodar! 

Fritillaria collina   still in flower on Lagonaki 

Gagea liotardii   Lagonaki and Musa Achitara ridge. Very few! 

Galega officinalis   purple and white pea. Leaves obtuse. Dombai area 

Galega orientalis   even finer purple and white pea forming dense colonies.  

   Leaves acute. Lagonaki 

Galeopsis bifida   hemp nettle. Scattered 

Galinsoga parviflora   introduced. Sochi area roadsides 

Galium cruciata   ?maybe this species. Lagonaki to Maikop 

Galium mollugo   hedge bedstraw. Lagonaki 

Galium odoratum   woodruff. Above Krasnaya Polyana 

Galium valantioides    woodruff-like bedstraw. Dombai and Arkhyz 

Galium verum   ladys bedstraw. Lagonaki – a very small neat form. 

Genista suanica   a greenweed. SAO Observatory 

Gentiana aquatica   minute sky-blue gentian. Musa Achitara ridge  

Gentiana asclepiadea   willow gentian. In bud. Forest edge. Lagonaki 

Gentiana cruciata   cross gentian. Almost in flower above Krasnaya Polyana 

Gentiana pyrenaica   the eastern vicariant of Pyrenean Gentian is sometimes  

   called Gentiana djimilensis. Widespread in alpine meadows  

Gentiana oshtenica   the yellow spring gentian – wonderful plant! Lagonaki in  

   subalpine meadows  

Gentiana septemfida   in bud above Krasnaya Polyana 

Gentiana verna subspecies angulosa   spring gentian. Frequent on the Musa Achitara ridge 

Gentianella umbilicata    Lagonaki 

Geranium gracile   pretty pale pink geranium. Between Lagonaki and Maikop 

Geranium gymnocaulon   pale mauve – note that I am not at all certain we have the  

   correct identifications for the large mauve/blue meadow  

   geraniums that seem varied in this region, the treatment  

   here is very provisional! Subalpine meadows throughout 

Geranium platypetalum   deep mauve-purple. Widespread in subalpine meadows 

Geranium pratensis   meadow cranesbill. Blue. Lagonaki 

Geranium pyrenaicum   small pink flowers. Between Lagonaki and Maikop 

Geranium renardii   pale mauve flowers with dark veins and relatively  

   undivided soft hairy leaves. Very different from the usually  

   pink forms grown in UK gardens. In the subalpine  

   meadows at Dombai 

Gernanium robertianum   herb Robert. Common in Euxine forests 

Geranium ruprechtii   alpine areas, Dombai   

Geranium sanguineum   bloody cranesbill. Red. Scattered 

Geranium sylvaticum   red-pink. Widespread 

Geum latilobum   Arkhyz 
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Geum rivale   water avens. Lagonaki 

Geum urbanum   herb bennet. Woodlands 

Gladiolus tenuis   Gombashi 

Gymnadenia conopsea   fragrant orchid. Scattered throughout 

Gymnocarpium dryopteris   oak fern. Above Krasnaya Polyana 

Gypsophila tenuifolia   fine sprays of pink-white flowers. Widespread in alpine  

   areas 

Hedera colchica   ivy with rounded leaves. Forest floor. Sochi and Krasnaya  

   Polyana  

Hedysarum caucasicum   fine pink species. Widespread in higher areas  

Helleborus adcharicus   aka orientalis? In seed in Euxine forests. Krasnaya Polyana  

   area 

Hellianthemum spp   scattered throughout 

Heracleum leskovii   Dombai area 

Heracleum mantegazzianum   giant hogweed. Roadsides 

Hesperis matronalis   dames violet. Common around Lagonaki 

Hieracium umbellatum   umbellate hawkweed. Lagonaki 

Huynchia pulchra   honeywort. Lagonaki  

Hypericum androsaenum   tutsan. Krasnaya Polyana    

Hypericum hirsutum   lagonaki 

Hypericum linarioides   tall spiked st john’s wort. Between Lagonaki and Maikop 

Hypericum montanum   mountain st john’s wort. Lagonaki 

Hypericum orientale   large-flowered. Dombai area 

Hypericum perforatum   perforate st john’s wort. Roadsides 

Iberis simplex   large-flowered candytuft forming mats on high limestone  

   screes. Very fine plant. Lagonaki 

Ilex colchica   endemic holly. Above Krasnaya Polyana 

Impatiens noli-tangere   orange-flowered balsam. Euxine forests 

Inula conyza   in bud at Khosta 

Inula magnifica   huge orange-yellow flowers. Similar to Telekia, but longer  

   leaves and several headed. Scattered along forest edge 

Inula orientalis   very large orange flowers. Abundant in Gombashi area  

Iris sibirica   blue iris. Lagonaki area 

Juglans regia   walnut. Locally co-dominant in Euxine forest  

   below Krasnaya Polyana 

Juniperus communis   scattered 

Juniperus sabina   dwarf juniper forming mats at altitude. Arkhyz 

Jurinea moschus   stemless. Large pink sessile flower. Alpine gravels. Musa  

   Achitara ridge 

Kemulariella caucasica   we called this Jurinella subacaulis. Musa Achitara ridge 

Lactuca serriola   common in Euxine forests 

Lactuca virosa   Sochi area 

Lamium album   white dead-nettle. Lagonaki 

Lamium tomentosum   short hairy white-flowered deadnettle in screes. Musa  

   Achitara ridge 

Lapsana grandiflorus   widespread 

Lathraea squamaria   purple toothwort. Some over specimens in the forest below  

   Dombai 

Lathyrus aureus   large vetch with orange flowers. Scattered in forests  

Lathyrus cyaneus   fine blue vetch. Lagonaki and Dombai 

Lathyrus laxiflorus   blue with a hint of pink vetch. Between Lagonaki and  

   Maikop 

Lathyrus pratensis   meadow vetchling. Scattered, mostly in leaf 
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Lathyrus roseus   forests between Karacaevsk and Maikop 

Lathyrus tuberosus   roadsides 

Laurocerasus officinalis   bird cherry. Krasnaya Polyana 

Lavatera thuringiaca   was this the nice pink ‘Althaea’?, locally common 

Leonurus cardiaca   a ‘motherwort’. Woodland edge, wet areas, middle  

   alititudes 

Lilium kesselringianum   fine specimens on the slopes above the lakes above  

   Krasnaya Polyana 

Lilium martagon   martagon lily. Quite a few flowering between the Black Sea  

   and Maikop  

Lilium monadelphum agg.   Both the nominate form and subspecies (species…  

   variety…) szovitsianum were common, sometimes  

   extremely so, in subalpine meadows and forest edge at  

   Lagonaki and in the Dombai area. Leaves are shorter and  

   sparser in the latter. 

Linaria caucasigena   tall with spikes of small-ish orange-yellow flowers.  

   Scattered in the Dombai area 

Linum hypericifolium   fine pink-blue flax. Abundant at Lagonaki 

Lloydia serotina   high areas at Dombai 

Lonicera caucasica   shrubby. Krasnaya Polyana area 

Lotus corniculatis   birdsfoot trefoil. Scattered 

Lysimachia punctata   spotted loosestrife. Scattered throughout 

Matteucia struthiopteris   ostrich fern. Locally abundant in Euxine forests 

Medicago sativa falcata   yellow alfafa, slightly bushy. Gombashi and Arkhyz 

Melampyrum caucasicum   a cow-wheat like arvense – indeed could it just be arvense  

   under a different name? yellow and pink. Scattered 

Mellilotus altissima   tall mellilot. Roadsides 

Minuartia caucasica   forms small mounds of white flowers. Alpine areas 

Minuartia verna   leadwort. Scattered 

Monotropa hypopitys   yellow birdsnest. Forests between Lagonaki and Maikop,  

   also below Dombai 

Murbeckiella huetii   little white crucifer. Musa Achitara ridge 

Muscari szovitsianum   a few colonies near snowmelt at Lagonaki 

Mycelis muralis   Euxine forests 

Myosotis alpestris   common at Lagonaki 

Myosotis sylvatica   noted near Sochi 

Neottia nidus-avis   birdsnest orchid. Scattered in forests in Dombai area 

Neslia paniculata   roadsides 

Omalotheca caucasica   little cudweed. Rocks. Lagonaki 

Omphalodes lojkae   a cut above the Myosotis! Small population on the farthest  

   point we reached on the Musa Achitara ridge 

Onobrychis petraea   bright pink sainfoin. Screes. Lagonaki 

Onobrychis sp   another bright pink species. Meadows. Gombashi 

Onosma caucasica   a golden drop. Gombashi and Dombai 

Orchis ustulata   burnt-tip orchid. Gombashi 

Origanum vulgare   Lagonaki 

Orobanche alba   small, few flowered broomrape, flowers very ‘ornate’ and  

   richly coloured, browns and reds. Alpine turf. Lagonaki  

   and Dombai 

Orobanche caryophyllacea   scattered 

Orobanche flava   rather colourless broomrape. Scattered 

Orobanche grossheimii   some immense specimens looked more upright loofahs  

   from a distance at Gombashi. Magnificent species! 
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Orobanche hederae   ivy broomrape. Koshi 

Oxytropis albana   mauve pea. Gombashi 

Paeonia caucasica   in seed in the forests below Krasnaya Polyana 

Paris incompleta   common in the Euxine forests 

Paris quadrifolia   herb paris. Scattered in woodlands at Dombai 

Pastinaca armena   yellow ‘parsnip’. Lagonaki 

Pedicularis condensata   yellow, fairly robust, lousewort. Common in subalpine  

   meadows throughout. The form on the north-facing  

   Caucasus slopes has yellow and white flowers 

Pedicularis atropurpurea   fantastic! Black-ruby flowers in a large white wooly head.  

   Tall. Subalpine meadows throughout 

Pedicularis comosa agg.   yellow, beak slightly hooked (not so in condensata).  

   Scattered in subalpine meadows. Some forms in Dombai  

   area with apricot and yellow flowers. The form with the  

   brown tip to the beak at Lagonaki and elsewhere is named  

   often as a separate species Pedicularis sibthorpii 

Pedicularis sp   New species found by Pavel a few years back. In seed when  

   we saw it. Immense – a metre tall! 

Pedicularis nordmaniana   shining pink-red lousewort of damp soils. Abundant at  

   Lagonaki, also frequent elsewhere. A yellow(ish) form at  

   Dombai 

Pedicularis subrostrata   a pink lousewort, rather similar to nordmanniana but hairy,  

   squatter and liking dry alpine gravels. Common the Musa  

   Achitara ridge 

Pedicularis wilhelmsiana   strange ‘wild’ flowerheads with long bracts almost hiding  

   small purple and yellowish flowers. Lagonaki and Dombai 

(Di)Phelypaea coccinea   stunning parasite with single large flower. Gombashi –  

   sadly just going over! 

Phleum alpinum   widespread 

Phyllitis scolopendrium   hartstongue fern. Common in Euxine forests 

Phytolacca americana   introduce. Virginia pokeweed. Roadsides in Euxine forest 

Pimpinella major   Dombai area 

Pimpinella rhodantha   a red-flowered burnet saxifrage. Dombai area 

Plantago atrata   alpine gravels 

Plantago media   hoary plantain. Between Lagonaki and Maikop 

Platanthera chlorantha   greater butterfly orchid. Scattered 

Platanthera bifolia   lesser butterfly orchid. Gombashi  

Polemonium caucasicum   a jacob’s ladder. Lagonaki 

Polygala alpicola   little blue milkwort. Subalpine meadows, Lagonaki 

Polygala amoenissima   taller pink milkwort. Common solomon’s seal Between  

   Lagonaki and Maikop 

Polygonatum odoratum    subspecies glaberrimum. Euxine forests 

Polygonatum verticillatum   whorled solomon’s seal.  Above Krasnaya Polyana 

Polygonum alpestre   subalpine meadows, Dombai 

Polygonum carneum   widespread in subalpine meadows 

Polygonum viviparum   viviparous bistort. Gombashi 

Polypodium vulgare   common polypody. Common in Euxine forests 

Polystichum aculeatum   hard shield fern. Scattered 

Polystichum braunii   a narrow neat shield fern. Common in Euxine forests 

Polystichum lonchitis   holly fern. Lagonaki 

Populus tremula   aspen. Scattered  

Potamogeton natans   Dombai area 

Potentilla anserina   silverweed. Roadsides 
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Potentilla erecta   tormentil. Subalpine meadows, Krasnaya Polyana and  

   Lagonaki 

Potentilla divina   pink, rocky ridges. Musa Achitara ridge 

Potentilla reptans   roadsides 

Potentilla rupestris   white, rocks. Musa Achitara – in the subalpine zone 

Primula algida   little pink primula. Locally common in alpine areas 

Primula amoena   purple-blue, or white. Two forms equating to "pratensis"  

   and "rupestris" noted, one at Lagonaki and above Krasnaya  

   Polyana and the other at Dombai  

Primula macrocalyx   butter yellow cowslip. Only seen (IG only) by one snow  

   patch at Lahonaki 

Primula renifolia   saxatile species, reniform leaves. Had just finished  

   flowering on the rocks by a waterfall below Dombai  

Primula ruprechtii   pale yellow oxslip. Lagonaki. Hybrids with amoena noted  

   there too 

Primula sibthorpii   local pink form of primrose, though now finished. Euxine  

   forests 

Psephellus barbis   Gombashi 

Psephellus caucasicus   fine pinky-purple knapweed with silvery-ginger  

   involuvres. Scattered throughout 

Pteridum aquilinum   bracken. Local  

Pteris cretica   Euxine forests  

Pterocarya fraxinifolia   wingnut. Near Sochi in Euxine forest 

Pulsatilla albana   in seed at Lagonaki 

Pulsatilla aurea   a few still in flower above Krasnaya Polyana and abundant  

   in upper subalpine meadows on Musa Achitara ridge 

Pyrethrum coccineum   largish pink flowers. Subalpine meadows around Dombai 

Pyrethrum parthenifolium   white. Common at Lagonaki 

Pyrola minor   lesser wintergreen. SAO Observatory 

Quercus iberica   scattered in Euxine forests 

Ranunculus buhsei   strongly coriaceous leaves. Common in meadows and  

   forest at Krasnaya Polyana 

Ranunculus caucasicus   meadow buttercup with strongly dissect leaves. Common  

   at Lagonaki, also noted meadows at Krasnaya Polyana 

Ranunculus crassifolius   large palmate leaves, small flowers. Forest at Krasnaya  

   Polyana 

Ranunculus grandiflorus   large flowered buttercup of subalpine meadows. Common  

   at Lagonaki 

Ranunculus oreophilus   meadows at Krasnaya Polyana 

Ranunculus polyanthemos   similar to meadow buttercup. Scattered 

Ranunculus repens   creeping buttercup. Dombai area 

Ranunculus sommerierii   lovely dwarf alpine buttercup in gravels on the Musa  

   Achitara ridge 

Ranunculus subtilis    striking cordate entire basal leaves. Subalpine meadows.  

   Rare. Above Dombai 

Ranunculus sp   fine dwarf species above Krasnaya Polyana 

Rhinanthus sp   at least one seen! 

Rhizomatopteris montana   a delicate fern on rocks and banks in Euxine Forest 

Rhododendron caucasicum   forms low shrubberies. White flowers with a hint of pink.  

   Locally abundant above Krasnaya Polyana and a few plants  

   of the Musa Achitara ridge 

Rhododendron luteum   yellow, quite large. Scattered above Krasnaya Polyana 
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Rhododendron ponticum   we didn’t see any in flower but the large pale pink flowered  

   rhodos above Krasnaya Polyana would appear to be a  

   hybrid between this species and Rhododendron caucasicum 

Rhynchocorys stricta   yellow scroph with flowers looking like an elephants head  

   with trunk and ears! Scattered throughout 

Rhynchocorys elephas   similar to previous, less common, noted Dombai and a few  

   at Lagonaki 

Rhynchocorys orientalis   orange. Gombashi  

Ribes biebersteinii   alpine currant. Above Krasnaya Polyana 

Rosa pimpinellifolia   Dombai 

Rubus saxatilis   Lagonaki 

Rumex acetosella   sorrel. Scattered 

Rumex alpinus   common at Lagonaki 

Ruscus hypoglossum   aka colchica. Euxine forests 

Ruscus ponticus    or maybe just a form of aculeatus. Khost   

Salvia glutinosa   between Lagonaki and Maikop 

Salvia verticillata   scattered in lower steppe areas 

Sambucus ebulus   danewort. Roadsides 

Sanicula europaea   Sanicle. Scattered throughout 

Sanguisorba officinalis   greater burnet. Meadows at Dombai 

Saxifraga cartilaginea   the waterfall below Dombai 

Saxifraga exarata   Musa Achitara ridge 

Saxifraga kolenatiana   red flowered ‘london’s pride’. Just starting to come out,  

   Musa Achitara ridge 

Saxifraga scleropoda   yellow kabschia with very tight columns of leaves.  

   Kabschia 

Saxifraga sibirica   scattered in all higher areas 

Saxifraga tridactylites   rue-leaved saxifrage. Lagonaki 

Saxifraga verticillata   the waterfall below Dombai – finished flowering 

Scabiosa bipinnata   yellow scabious. Lagonaki 

Scabiosa caucasica   large-flowered blue scabious. A few at Gaombashi 

Scleranthus annuus   annual knawel. Near Maikop 

Scleranthus perennis   perennial knawel. Gombashi 

Scrophularia chrysantha   short yellow figwort. Lagonaki 

Scutellaria altissima   pretty purple and white flowered skullcap. Below Lagonaki 

Securigera varia   pink. Lagonaki 

Sedum annuum   scattered 

Sedum hispanicum   widespread 

Sedum pallidum   Lagonaki 

Sedum spurium   Dombai area 

Sedum stoloniferum   Dombai area 

Sedum tenellum   Lagonaki 

Sempervivum caucasicum   probably this species in flower across the river (so couldn’t  

   get to it when we walked down the Kluchor valley, Dombai 

Senecio (Tephroseris) caucasigenus   orange flowered. Scattered by snowmelt 

Senecio platyphylloides   many small orange flowers in compact heads. Lagonaki 

Serratula radiata   large purple heads – I thought it was a Cirsium. Lagonaki 

Seseli petraeum   cliffs below Lagonaki and also below the observatory 

Setaria viridis   meadows around Krasnaya Polyana 

Sibbaldia glabra   Lagonaki 

Sibbaldia parviflora   dwarf lady’s mantle. Scattered in alpine turf 

Silene compacta   tight heads of red flowers. Scattered 

Silene multifida   frilly white blooms. The Kluchor valley, Dombai 
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Silene pygmaea   brown-red flowers. Lax cushion-forming on walls at the  

   waterfall below Dombai 

Silene ruprechtii   elegant ‘italica’ like species with very long calyxes and  

   white bifid petals. Lagonaki 

Silene spergulifolia   short clump-forming with creamy small flowers. Scattered 

Silene vulgaris   Bladder Campion. Lagonaki 

Silene wallichiana   Krasnaya Polyana 

Solidago virgaurea   golden rod. Between Lagonaki and Maikop 

Stachys balansae   Lagonaki 

Stachys germanica   Dombai area 

Stachys macrantha   large pink betony. aka Betonica grandiflora. Widespread and  

   locally dominant in upper subalpine zone 

Stachys sylvatica   Dombai 

Staphyllea colchica   Colchic Bladdernut. Euxine forests 

Steveniella satyroides   hazelnut orchid. In seed. Between Lagonaki and Maikop 

Swertia iberica   In bud, almost out, at Lagonaki 

Symphyandra pendula   saxatile white flowered bellflower. Cliffs near Karacaevsk 

Symphyoloma graveolens   Dombai area 

Symphytum asperum   fine blue comfrey. Common at Lagonaki 

Symphytum orientale   Euxine forests 

Tamus communis   black bryony. Scattered in Euxine forest 

Taraxacum steveni   fine large yellow dandelion. Lagonaki 

Taxus baccata   yew. Common in the forest at Khost 

Telekia speciosa   see comments under Inula magnifica. Rather local, noted  

   below Lagonaki 

Teucrium chamaedrys   wall germander. Below Lagonaki 

Thalictrum minus   lesser meadow-rue. Lagonaki 

Thesium procumbens   semi-prostrate bastard toadflax. Lagonaki 

Tilia bergoniifolia   a line tree. Frequent in Euxine forest 

Torilis japonica   between Lagonaki & Maikop 

Tragopogon reticulatus   rather neat yellow goatsbeard forming clumps. Widespread 

Traunsteinera sphaerica   yellow globe orchid. Scattered throughout 

Trifolium alpestris   pink-purple clover. Lagonaki 

Trifolium aureum   ‘brown clover’. Subalpine meadows at Dombai 

Trifolium caucasicum   rather scraggly white clover. Widespread 

Trifolium canescens   large creamy clover. Scattered in subalpine meadows 

Trifolium polyphyllum   common at Lagonaki & the Musa Achitara rdige 

Trifolium pratense   red clover. Scattered 

Trifolium trichocephalum   very large creamy clover. Lagonaki 

Tripleurospernum caucasicum   neat white daisies, very dissect foliage. Gravels at altitude,  

   Dombai area 

Trollius patulus   orange globeflower. Locally common 

Tussilago farfara   coltsfoot. Leaves noted 

Urtica dioica   nettle. Scattered 

Vaccinium arctostaphylos   shrubby blueberry. Has groups of pale pink flowers. Above  

   Krasnaya Polyana 

Vaccinium uliginosum   low-growing bilberry. Above Krasnaya Polyana 

Valeriana officinalis   valerian. Scattered 

Valeriana tiliifolia   large-leaved valerian. Meadows above/in Euxine forests 

Veratrum lobelianum   tall false asphodel. Not yet in flower. Krasnaya Polyana 

Verbascum blattaria   moth mullein. Roadsides 

Verbascum laxum   large branches mullein. Roadsides 

Verbascum thapsus   great mullein. Roadsides 
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Verbena officinalis   vervain. Sochi area 

Veronica gentianoides   relatively tall and robust (so, to 10cm!) veronica.  

   Widespread in subalpine and alpine meadows 

Veronica peduncularis   white flowers on obviously long pedicals. Dombai area 

Veronica spicata   spiked speedwell. Fields near Maikop 

Veronica telephiifolia   tiny mat-forming high alpine species. Musa Achitara ridge 

Vicia balansae   orange vetch. Lagonaki 

Vicia cracca   tufted vetch. Scattered 

Vicia sepium   bush vetch. Scattered 

Viola biflora   yellow violet. Not in flower. Gombashi 

Viola oreades    aka Viola altaica. Yellow abundant in higher subalpine  

   meadows at Lagonaki, some colonies of the purple form  

   there too 

Viola sieheana   pale blue violet. Lagonaki and Dombai 

Viola tricolor   heartsease. Lagonaki 

Viola x contempta   a beautiful pansy, white flowers upper petals largely blue.  

   In the Kluchor Valley, Dombai 

Viscum album   mistletoe. Around Karacaevsk 

Woodsia alpina   small fern. On rocks. Lagonaki 

Woodsia fragilis   on rocks, Dombai  
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Systematic List Number 2  Birds 
 
Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 1 on reservoir close to Karacaevsk 

Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 2 over Karacaevsk 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea Noted in lowlands 

White Stork Ciconia ciconia 1 near Karacaevsk 

Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus 1 Lagonaki 

Black Kite Milvus migrans Numbers seen in the lowland valleys 

Lammergeier Gypaetus barbatus Singles on four days 

Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus Near Karacaevsk and at Gombashi 

Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus 2 over Krasnaya Polyana, up to 7 daily at Lagonaki, 

and several Gombashi 

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus Noted in the lowlands 

Goshawk Accipiter gentilis 1 Achichsko Mountain 

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus Twice in the Dombai area 

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo Widespread 

Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina At least 2 west of Karacaevsk and another near 

Maikop 

Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis 2 near Karacaevsk and another west of there 

Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca 1 Lagonaki 

Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni 1 Gombashi 

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus Scattered 

Saker Falco cherrug Lagonaki 

Peregrine Falco peregrinus 1 in a gorge near Sochi 

Caucasian Black 

Grouse 

Tetrao mlokosiewiczi A female flushed at Lagonaki 

Quail Coturnix coturnix Heard at Lagonaki 

Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans Krasnodar 

White-winged Black 

Tern 

Chlidonias leucopterus Near the reservoir at Krasnodar 

Rock Dove Columba livia Widespread, both wild and feral forms 

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 1 seen near Dombai, heard elsewhere 

Tawny Owl Strix aluco Heard Lagonaki 

Common Swift Apus apus Widespread 

Alpine Swift Apus melba Noted en route to Lagonaki 

European Bee-eater Merops apiaster 1 near Krasnodar 

Crested Lark Galerida cristata Scattered in the lowlands 

Sand Martin Riparia riparia Near Krasnodar 

Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris Scattered 

Swallow Hirundo rustica Widespread 

Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica 1 near Karacaevsk 

House Martin Delichon urbica Widespread 

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis Widespread above Dombai 

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis Common in the Dombai subalpine zone 

Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta Widespread 

Black-headed Wagtail Motacilla (flava) feldegg Scattered 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea Almost daily sightings 

White Wagtail Motacilla alba Widespread 

Dipper Cinclus cinclus 1 close to Dombai 

Dunnock Prunella modularis Gombashi 

Alpine Accentor Prunella collaris A few on Musa Achitara on both visits 

Robin Erithacus rubecula Common in Krasnaya polyana 

Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia Heard in Dombai 
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Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros Common in Dombai area 

Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus Scattered 

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra Common at Lagonaki 

Stonechat Saxicola torquata Gombashi 

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe Scattered 

Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus Frequent at Lagonaki, also noted near Dombai 

Blackbird Turdus merula Widespread 

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos Frequent Sochi and Krasnaya Polyana 

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus Noted above Krasnaya Polyana 

Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria 1 near Dombai 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla Krasnaya Polyana 

Green Warbler Phylloscopus (trochiloides) 

nitidus 

Frequent in beech forests 

Caucasian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus lorenzii Reasonably common in Dombai’s subalpine areas 

Red-breasted 

Flycatcher 

Ficedula parva A male below Krasnaya Polyana 

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus Above Krasnaya Polyana 

Coal Tit Parus ater Frequent 

Blue Tit Parus caeruleus Scattered 

Great Tit Parus major Only noted near Krasnaya Polyana 

Wallcreeper Tichodroma muraria A male singing at Gombashi 

Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus A male near Maikop, heard elsewhere 

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio Widespread 

Jay Garrulus glandarius Widespread 

Magpie Pica pica Widespread 

Alpine Chough Pyrrhocorax graculus Musa Achitara on both visits 

Rook Corvus frugilegus Scattered, mostly in lowlands around Karacaevsk 

Hooded Crow Corvus (corone) cornix Common in Dombai area 

Raven Corvus corax Widespread 

Starling Sturnus vulgaris Widespread 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus Widespread around habitation 

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs Widespread 

Red-fronted Serin Serinus pusillus Frequent throughout 

Greenfinch Carduelis chloris Scattered 

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis Frequent throughout 

Siskin Carduelis spinus Quite common at Lagonaki 

Linnet Carduelis cannabina Gombashi 

Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra Quite common at Lagonaki 

Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus Widespread and common 

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula Noted several times in Dombai village 

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella Krasnaya Polyana 

Rock Bunting Emberiza cia Frequent around Dombai 

Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala Scattered 

Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra Scattered 

 


