
Northwest Turkey

A Tour for the Alpine Garden Society

A Greentours Itinerary

Days 1 & 2
Izmir & Boz Dağ

After arriving into Izmir's Airport in the afternoon we'll make the short journey inland to our 
very comfortable spa hotel set below the splendid ridge of Boz Dağ. 

The next day we'll drive up past drifts of Anemone coronaria and into pine forests where 
we'll soon see the golden glow of Crocus chrysanthus growing alongside attractive mid-
blue Scilla bifolia. Coal Tit and Cirl Bunting called from prominent perches in woods where
Corydalis caucasica/wendelboicolours the ground. Delicate Fritillaria carica and lovely 
Corydalis nariniana cover areas of recent snowmelt along with of Crocus chrysanthus with
purple markings on the reverse of the tepals. Moenchia mantica's pale pink flowers flutter 
in the breeze everywhere on the stony slopes and scree. Another lower area of the 
mountain has fine mixed stands of old sweet chestnut and oak forest with Green 
Woodpeckers, Chiffchaffs and Nuthatches and above these woods we'll search for 
Snowdrops.

Day 3
to Bursa via Akcaterlik

En route to the north we'll pop into Marmara Gölü. This is an excellent wetland for birds 
and we'll soon have seen Pygmy Cormorants, Ruff, Garganey, Ruddy Shelduck and 
Glossy Ibis, as well as patrolling Marsh Harriers. Over a pass we descend into a superb 
forest of Black Pines and large Beech trees where the ground will be speckled with the 
golden goblets of Crocus flavus. Later we'll find streams full of moss-covered boulders, 
some carpeted in Galanthus gracilis, and nearby are woodlands with plenty of these lovely
snowdrops. Short turf is home to Ornithogalum montanum blooming with drifts of blood-
red Anemone coronaria. The habitat en route is oak scrub and amongst this we'll find 
Ophrys lutea sicula, plenty of pretty sky-blue Hyacinthella micrantha and some fine 
clumps of pale yellow and plum coloured Iris attica, this mixing with an unusual pink form 
of Anemone coronaria with distinctly red bracts and leaves.

Day 4
Uludağ

Uludağ is an impressive mountain. It is high enough to have a ski resort on its upper 
slopes, and important for its forests that contain an unusual flora and fauna, so that much 
of the mountain is a national park. It also has an excellent road that allows one to spend 
the day exploring the wide range of flora zones that ascend the slopes. 

Even before we enter the national park we'll see our first yellow crocuses, these Crocus 
chrysanthus. Entering the national park we are soon amongst forests of beech and 
magnificent stands of old growth black pine, all encrusted in lichens. Soon the Crocus 
chrysanthus is joined by another yellow crocus, this one Crocus gargaricus. Next a large 
grassy area has thousand of the latter but is now joined by thousands Crocus biflorus 
pulchricolor in a stunning array of colour forms from lavender to deep purple or even 
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white. If we take a moment to look up from the crocus show we'll note Yellowhammer and 
Cirl Bunting, Firecrest, Hawfinch and Water Pipit, amongst the birds. As well as all the 
lovely crocuses which emerge from browned bracken and withered grey leaves of 
mulleins, we'll see hundreds of Scilla bifolia and Ornithogalum sigmoideum. Crossbills call 
frequently from the superb crusty old pines. On the way down we'll stop for a good colony 
of the pink form of primrose Primula vulgaris sibthorpii growing with mixed colour colonies 
of Anemone blanda.

Days 5 - 7
Abant Lake, Bolu, Göynük and Beypazarı

As we head eastwards roadsides are lined with of pink Antirrhinum majus, superb 
tumbling clumps of Euphorbia myrsinites and many floriferous bushes of sweet-scented 
Daphne sericea. We'll explore a marble quarry with a few lovely Iris attica in flower, and 
search for the less common Iris suaveolens. The road winds through pine clad hills to the 
delightful town of Göynük with many handsome houses and a prominent tower on the 
slope above the town. 

Soon we'll reach Abant Gölü, a lake ringed by forested hills, and our base for the next 
couple of days. Among the trees are copious quantities of Cyclamen coum and 
Helleborus orientalis while wet grassy areas hold Colchicum triphyllum. Open mixed 
forests are home to pretty Corydalis integra and Primula vulgaris, the latter is plastered all 
over roadside banks and streamsides. There are large patches of Crocus biflorus 
pulchricolor and golden Crocus ancyrensis, and some modest carpets of Muscari aucheri.
Galanthus gracilis blooms along streamsides with Corydalis caucasica. We'll also find 
showy Dentaria quinquefolia, plenty of Lathraea squamaria, the attractive blue borage 
Trachystemon orientale, and some lovely snowdrops Galanthus plicatus byzantinus. 
Long-tailed Tits buzz about thin willow branches as we admire a magnificent stand of 
Petasites hybridus with hundreds of stout yellow loo-brushes standing tall in a boggy area.

High above Abant, Skylarks, Woodlarks and Shore Larks sing above alpine turf dotted 
with the regional endemic Crocus abantensis. It has dew laden lilac Corydalis caucasica 
and Gagea fistulosa for company. There are many Crocus olivieri with some good 
populations on the scree.

We'll pass high areas of pine forest with open turf studded with many Crocus ancyrensis 
and Crocus biflorus pulchricolor well as a few Corydalis marshalliana before reaching the 
Ahlatlık Pass. Among these marly hills we'll find Muscari adilii growing among some 
wonderfully colourful slopes. This very pretty little grape hyacinth is a recent discovery and
has been named after your guide (Chris Gardner)'s father-in-law, Adil Güner. Willow trees 
by the nearby dam are crammed full of hundreds of Cormorants, as well as a huge Grey 
Heron colony. We'll see a few Night Herons and fishing in the river will be White Storks 
and hopefully Black Storks, this being an important breeding area for this species in 
Turkey. On red clay slopes will be one of the treats of the trip, the dainty Fritillaria 
fleischeriana with many pristine flowers blooming with the rather less exciting Hyacinthella
micrantha. During the afternoon of Day 7 we'll travel to Istanbul, a journey of about three 
hours, and settle into our hotel there in preparation for the next day's departure.

Day 8
Istanbul to UK

This morning we'll make the short journey to Istanbul Airport.
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Call 01298 83563 or visit www.greentours.co.uk for the report from our previous tours to 
Northwest Turkey. If you would like to ask about any other aspect of this holiday, please 
call 01298 83563 or email us at enquiries@greentours.co.uk. 

To Book a on this Holiday please fill in the booking form which you can download from 
www.greentours.co.uk (also found in the Greentours brochure) and post/fax to 
Greentours, Leigh Cottage, Gauledge Lane, Longnor, Buxton SK17 0PA, UK. Tel/Fax +44
(0)1298 83563. After booking your place you’ll receive a confirmation letter and a detailed 
information pack will be dispatched twelve weeks prior to departure. Flower and bird 
checklists are available.
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